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Christian Wofmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Companies buying up British 
Rail are to share a £5 00m 
“wincjfair, as a result of a huge 
surplus in the British Rail 
pensapn fund. 

Thg revelation of the scale of 
J& hapdout to the companies, 
. ^mfchhave successfully bidfor 
’ sections of BR, was not known 
. at'itfee time of privatisation. 
4 night, it led to calls fraim- 
f MPs and rail campaigners' for 
\ the surplus to. be used to ben- 
efit eipployees and pensioners. 

That is unlikely; instead, The 
new companies will declare a 



pensions “holiday" on their 
contributions, adding millions of 
pounds to their profits. But 
this in turn could provoke a 
court challenge by unions who 
think their members would be 
cheated. 

The size of the surplus only 
came to light after an assess- 
ment of the value of the £8bn 
pension fund by the Gayeftj i . 
mem Actuary’s Department 
The audit found that since the. : 
last assessment three years ago, 
the Railways Pension Scheme 
had a £5 16m surplus thanks to 
a successful investment policy 
which in the past was based on 
world-class works of art. 

Sir George Young, the Sec- 
re taryjjf Slate for Transport, ad- 
mitted to his Labour 
counterpart, Andrew Smith, 
that the issue of pension sur- 
pluses is “highly emotive". In a 
ietteg&o Mr Smith, be said that 
itwjKfiorinal business practice 
formas to use surpluses to de- 
darepension contribution hol- 
id|y£fcf themselves. 

Mz,Smith said: “1 call on Sir. 
to give assurances that 
the pension surplus will be used 
to e nhanc e benefits for existing 
staff -and future pensioners. 


QUICKLY 


Test-tube blues 

The psychological impact or 
test-tube baby treatments which 
reduce men 10 the role of 
"sperm provider", and position 
women simply as ■‘babjMnaking” 
machines, has been widely un- 
derestimated, a specialist 
warned yesterday Page 3 

Williams on trial 

The Formula One team owner 
Frank Williams is to stand tri- 
al in Italy on manslaughter 
charges over the death of the 
former world champion Ayrton 
Senna at the San Marino Grand 
Pox. Williams is to be charged 
along with technical director 
Patrick Head, and the chief de- 
signer Adrian Ncwey.Page 22 


chises had been tour there might; 
be a surplus; bo accurate inror- 
mation was gwea and foe$neqf 
the surplus dot? preseatsfoencaf 
companies with an onoqiecfed 
bonus. Last night, a spokesman 
for the Office of Passroger.Rafi 
Franchising which handled the 
bidding process said; “Wecduld 
not give acc u ra te figures because 
theywere not available until the 
actuarial assessment had been 
carried out" 

Documents provided to bid- 
ders stressed that any surplus- 
es could be used for pension 
contribution holidays. In a let- 
ter leaked to The Independent, 
Sir George told the BR pen- 
sioners' federation: “The issue 
is amply about getting value for 
money for businesses, sales and 
franchises. The information did 
not imply that the trustees 

The trustees of the pension 
fund are being lobbied fiercely 
by the trade unions represent- 
ing rail employees not to allow 
the nfcWiCdmpameS merely tp 
'declare peiriaon contribution 
holidays for themselves. All 
but Ope of foe 30 new mini- 
funds set up by 1 April this year, 
when the actuary carried out the 
survey, a m surplus. Since then 
another 30 have been created 
and most are expected to be in 
surplus. 

While the 300,000 raO pen- 
sioners are oot in danger of los- 
ing airy of then: full entitlement,, 
if companies declare pensions 
holidays, it will reduce the po- 
tential for extra benefits for ex- 
isting employees in later years. 

Under pension legislation, 
surpluses above 5 percent of the 
value of die scheme are liable 
to heavy rates of tax and there- 
fore cannot be retained. Com- 
panies are allowed to use up to 

60 per cent of this surplus for 
pension contribution holidays. 


rather than line the pockets of 
the privatised companies." 

Jonathan Bray, Co-oidinator 
of Save our Railways, the anti- 
rail privatisation campaign, said 
"It is outrageous that the Gov- 
ernment is prepared to allow 
pension fund surpluses to be 
raided in this way. These private 
companies have put nothing 
into the BR pension fund and 
they should get nothing from ft." 

The scheme is to be broken 
down into around 60 mini- 
funds for each of the companies 
which have started operating the 
now-privatised industry. Rail- 
track’s shar^affoe pensions bo*. 



Alastair Itoirriott; a sensational Jie&Ugjy Sister Royal Baflefs production ’if Sir Frederick Ashton’s Cinderella , which opens In London tonight, adjusts his nose, a 
wicked copy, of the real nose of Sir Robert Helpnuuiri, who famously danced the same role over 20 years ago Photograph: Laurie Lewis 
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Brussels'. J.V- 

Europeapieadprs are preparingto.de- 
lay completjonof a treaty to reform 
foe union until after lheimge't date of 
June^bOTtte^^o hdp Tony Blair. They 
acceptflEftlftbe Lab^rr leader is elect- 
ednexfMayV he wity not have time to 
sign foeftoeaty at the Amsterdam 
summit io Time. . . 

Despite public declarations that 
the treaty wllbfe signed next Jane, a 
delay of four months is currently be- 
ing canvassed among beads .of gov- 


ernment. A conchKf^summitisnow 
planned for Octotiej foluxembouifc. 
/European leaders are also offering 
special channefcof communication to 
.Labour, ahead ctf foe election, tp en- 
^lrefoal Mr Blaix^s^Jt fiifqnned.of. 

__ The NeitWlands, which aastgnettftg 
six-month. European UniOH presided- . 

Blair, a^R6bm t ^^t*thi-.^^k>w 
Foreign Secretly, fpllybriefed on de- 
velopments in .the negotiations. 

The moves demonstrate howlBu- 


repeaa governments .are now count- 
ing cm the election of Mr Blair as prime 
nunisler, probably next Ma& and are 
already preparing to welcome him into 
. their fold Frustrated by years of snip- 


cageriy awaiting a more costive con- 
tribution from Laboprfas they' at- 
tempt, to deepen integration, which 
JohnMajor has inristed he wifi block. 

Labour has' publicly insisted that it 
wouldbe ready to signfoe creatybyfbe 
Amsterdam summit and has best for- 
mally requested a delay. However, the 
task of negotiating complex and fer 1 


rcaching treaty changes iu,afew weeks 
wouldbe daunting for anmeoming gov- 
ernment- Furthermore/foe party dear- 
ly. does Dot want to be .“ambushed " into 
s i g ning awaypoweis without adequate 
time to consider foe impHcatSons. 

■ Mr Cook has let ictbe known that 
Labour would not be prepared to sign 
up to a treaty it had not had time ful- 
ly to examine. Efe is understood to have 
hinted, during a recent meeting in Lon- 
don with Jacques Poos, the Luxem- 
bourg PrimeTvfinister.'that it might be 
, wisefo make “cctatmgencyplaris” for 
a delay. Luxembourg, which takes 


over foe EU presidency in the second 
half of next year, has therefore can- 
vassed other EU countries, and the Eu- 
ropean Commission, on later dates. A 
preparatory summit is envisaged for 
July, and a final summit for October. 

Britain's partners have been wary of 
delay, for fear of setting bade the 
process of en larging the EU to the east. 
However, it is not only in Labour’s in- 
terests to secure a delay. Treaty changes 
are all subject to a national veto, and 
the EU needs Britain's co-operatiOD if 
it is to complete its next reform project. 

Comment, page 13 
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old man to rich adviser 


Judged 
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SteveBoggan 

Chief Reporter V . • ■ 

Five yeais ago, a doctor told the 
Court of. Appeal, that Ernest 
Saundersdidpot kqbwhow.io . 
use a door, could not’ count 
backwards from three to one 
and had no id^a wh.o was the 
President of the United Stares. 

It was one of several pieces 
of evidence that panted to a 
faun of prMenile dementia, de- 
scribed as an Alzheimer's-type 
of disease. The ‘‘diagnosis’’ was . 
one reason wiry me 1 former 
t4i»frmati of Gtmmess. served . 

just 1 Omonths mptisonforbis 
part in foe fraudulent £2.7bn 
takeover of Distifleis 10 years 
ago. 

• Tbday, while a mentally agDe 

Mr Saunders is busy charging 
£800 a day as- a business con- 
sultant, the European Court of 
Human Rights wul band down 
a judgment which s expected to 
agree with his claim that the in- 
vestigation into the affair con- 
travened his human rights. 

It will not overturn the. con- 
viction for his role in an illegal 
scheme to boost foe price of 
Guinness shares during the 
takeover bid. It will most like- 
ly agree that foe power of De- 
partment of Hade and Industry 
inspectors to require suspects to 
talk- used against Mr Saunders 
and threatening him with two 
years’ imprisonment if he re- 
fused - infringes a person's 
right to silence. 

And it win provide a platform 
from which foe 61 -year-old can 
lanndrwhai could be expensive 
compensation claim for foe 

Gsvefomem. 

Yesterday, benefiting from 
foe recovery that has baffled 
doctors - dementia is irre- 



Back in business: Ernest Saundeis - 1 resent the suggestions’ 


versible - Mr Saunders was in 
west London, back at work as 
usual, advising foe Carphone 
Warehouse, one of Us clients, 
on how to m ain rain its meteoric 
rise. It has been named as foe 
fastest-growing company in 
Britain, and Mr Saunders has 
been gjven'much of the credit 
It is foe sort of Success that 
has. allowed him to claw his way 
out of foe abyss and into a com- 
fortable home, valued at 
£250,000, in Putney, west Lon- 
don, and a £350,000 17th-cen- 
tiuy house in Sidlesham, near 
Chichester. Those who know 
him say his consultancies, which 
also include advising iRjchbell 


Strategic Holdings, foe pub- 
lishing and information group, 
more than double foe income 
he receives from his £74,000 a 
year Guinness pension. 

His co-conspiraiors, Gerald 
Ronson, foe property develop- 
er, and ibny Parties, the stock- 
broker, have also recovered 
well from brief periods in 
prison. Indeed, Mr Rbnson, 
back at the helm of Ronson In- 
ternational, recently announced 
a £100m deal to develop four 
huge projects in Madrid, 
Bareelona and London. 

In an interview with foe Dai- 
ly Mail during foe summer, Mr 
Saunders wasasked about his ill- 


ness and responded indignant- 
ly. “The idea that I could per- 
suade members of the medical 
profession that I had this con- 
dition is disgraceful,” he said. “I 
was flL very ilL I was on various 
drugs mid Host a lot of weight. 
I was hardly myself. It is an in- 
sult to the medical profession to 
suggest that I put on some sort 
of act and that thev were fooled 
by it 1 resent the act that these 
suggestions are made. If people 
are not able to accept foe frets 
. what can I do?” 

/ The doctor who - expressed 
conce m crv&c Mr Saunders’ use 
of a door was Dr Patrick GaB- 
wey, a forensic psychiatrist at foe 
Exeter Nuffield Hospital But he 

was not alone. Three others, in- 
• eluding a doctor for the prose- 
cution, said they had similar 
concerns. 

**We never made a diagnosis 
but all the doctors agreed that 
there was some suspicion of pre- 
sence dementia," said DrGall- 
wey yesterday. “Happily, this 
turned out not to be the case. 
In the early stages of Alz- 
heimer’s or pre -senile demen- 
tia, it can be very difficult to 
make a diagnosis, so we did not 
make one; we expressed worries 
about it 

“He had an abnormality in a 
brain scan. It was not just a psy- 
chological examination. I 
haven’t examined him since 
but, happily, he seems to have 
recovered." 
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Tory Taliban stall in fight for no man’s land 


significant shorts 


i 


T ike the Afghan capital of 
JLtKabuL the Prime Minister 
has been fought over for 
several years now, changing 
hands several times as the 
fortunes of war have ebbed 
and Sowed. Even on a quiet 
day the observer can hear the 
loud crump of an occasional 
rocket landing in one of his 
suburbs, as the warring 
factions fight for control. 

Over the past 12 months 
advantage seemed to lie with 
the Euro-sceptical Taliban. 
Wherever these zealots take 
control. French language 
tapes and teach-yourself 
German videos are 
unravelled and left festooning 
the lampposts; traitors such 
as Doughs Hurd are seized 
from their sanctuaries in the 
Midland Bank and strung up 
as a warning; and the satanic 
designs of the foreign infidels 



A stocky general 
wtihfl/ykdjace 
and capacious 
arsenal decided 
that enough was 
enough 


are cursed in public places by 
religious leaders. 

Earlier this year it looked 
as though this faction would 
soon be in firm control of the 
battered Mr Major. Its 
mujahedin were encamped 
upon his ruined approaches, 
gaining a triumph over a 
referendum. The tattered, 
demoralised forces of the 
establishment were put to 
headlong flight, and complete 
victory was not far off. From 
being a small band of 
religious extremists polishing 
their antique weapons, the 
Tory Taliban were dose to 
being the government of a 
leading European nation. 

And then - suddenly - the 
forces of reason made a stand. 
A stocky general with florid 
face and capacious arsenal 
decided that enough was 
enough. Ken Clarke and bis 


Uzbeks dug in, threatening to 
wreak just as much death and 
destruction as their % 
fundamentalist opponents. 
Within days Ma^or seemed to 
be mostly in their hands, 
refusing Thliban demands to 
rule out a single currency. 

Yesterday's skirmishes 
showed that a temporary 
stalemate had been reached, 
and was likely to last over the 
traditional Festival of 
Christmas. For, as the Prime 
Minister answered questions 
about the Dublin summit, 
both rides contented 
themselves with walking 
around in front of him, 
parading their weapons. 
“Look at 117 rocket-propelled 
grenades,” one side would 
say. “And aw Scuds,” the 
other would echo. The only 
unequivocal support that 
Major could rely on was that 


of the veteran tribal _ 
matriarch Dame Elaine 
Kfille tt-Bowman , who would 
encourage him try loudly 
shouting “bear, hear”, down 
the tube of her bazooka. 

One or two of the more 
flamboyant mujahedin sallied 
up to the PM*s ramparts and 
fired off a shot. Norman 
Lamont asked what example 
existed “ in history of a angle 
currency that did not lead to a 
single government?" We were 
indeed in uncharted waters, 
Mr Major replied. The mufti 
of Wokingham, John 
Redwood, wanted to know 
what benefit Britain had got 
for all the little things (vetoes 
and stuff) that it had given up 
to the Great European Satan? 

There were even some 
rumbles from the more 
pacific villages on the plains. 
David WHshire (Speltnorne) 


said tM* his kinfolk liked the 
Common Market but not the 
single currency. If they got 
the latter, then they might 
revolt against the former. 

There was time for one 
more Taliban tactic - 
infiltr ation. Edward Leigh 
(Gainsborough and 
Hoxncastle) came through the 
gates smuggling a bond) under 
his turbanTff some other 
countries fudged the entry 
criteria might the PM declare 
a gains t the whole enterprise 
“in the early summer"? The 
early summer? Like, er, 1 May 
for example? 

Answer came there none 
and Mr Leigh and 
compatriots retired to their 
winter headquarters, to . 
prepare fisc their spring 
offensive - an offensive to 
conquer a land that is now 
hardly worth governing. 



CrumUing 

classrooms 

to stay 

Local authorities have been 
told they can borrow only a . 

fifth of what they say is 
needed next year to repair 
and rebuild crumbling school 
buildings. 

Government figures out 
yesterday reveal councils will 
. be allowed to borrow up to 
£422xn for schools buildings, 
projects -£46m less than last 
year. By contrast, capital 
allocations for voluntaiy- 
aided and for grant- 
maintained schools, both 
outside local authority 
control, have risen compared 
with this year. 

Education minister Cheryl 
Gfllan said the. total available 
to schools amounted to 
almost £700m. But Labour 
said the allocation was not 
enough to tackle a crisis m 
the condition of school 
buildings. 

Lucy Ward 


Palestinians 
jailed for Israel' 
embassy' 




TWo Palestinian terrorists 
who carried out a bombing 
campaign against Jewish 
targets m London were each 
jailed for 20 years at the Old . 
Bailey, yesterday. 

Samar Alarm and Jaw&d . 
Botmeh were part of a 
terrorist cell which was put m 
(dace to sabotage the Middle 


massnre car bombs whi^h - 
rocked th$ Israeli enfoassr 
and a Jewish charity mJu& : 
1994. 

Both had used their 
student status in the United . 
Kingdom as a cover for their 
terrorist activities 


Fiennes admits 
polar defeat 

Sir Ranuiph Fiennes last 

fli ght gnnnmiCftH tig was 


Treats on board: An aircraft taking off from Liverpool yesterday with 200,000 shoeboxes of £fts collected by Operation Christmas Child for. Armenian children Photograph: David Rose 


Major fears fatal damage to EU 


Anthony Bevins 
and Fran Abrams 

John Major warned the Commons yes- 
terday that it could inflict “fetal” dam- 
age on the European Union, and British 
membership, if the wrong dedsioos were 
taken on the single currency. 

^lldng a political tightrope be- 
tween the Europhiles and Euro-scep- 
tics within his own party- in advance 
of a parliamentary statement on BSE, 
and a debate on European fisheries 
policy - the Prime Minister strode a 
note of menace in a statement on the 
weekend EU summit in Dublin. 

Talking up the threats faced at 
June's Amsterdam supmut - after 
the next election - Mr Major said the 


EU was approaching some “historic de- 
cisions" over the next 18 months. 
Those decisions extended beyond the 
single currency to the questions of po- 
litical development being considered 
by the inter-governmental confer- 
ence. “The choices made will deter- 
mine not only the success and stability 
of Europe as a whole, but Britain's re- 
lationship with it," Mr Major said. 

Shadow Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook last night challenged Mr Major 
to clarify that hint, after Downing 
Street sources were alleged to have 
briefed newspapers that he was trying 
“to put Britain’s withdrawal from the 
European Union on to the agenda”. 

But the calculated hint of possible 
retrenchment, if not withdrawal, was 


later clarified by Mr Major, who told 
Salisbury Tory MP Robert Key that 
withdrawal was a delusion. “Those peo- 
ple who peddle that delusion are cer- 
tainly not considering what the British 
national interest would be, orwhal the 
implications of leaving the European 
Union would be." he said. 

Mr Major also told David Wflshire, 
the Euro-sceptic Tbry MP for 
Spelthome, that there was no question 
of disengagement at a time when Eu- 
rope fared the most vital question on 
the single currency. 

“Our input into that decision may 
have a material impact upon whether 
the whole prospect goes ahead or not, 
if the criteria are wrong,” be said. *And 
if it goes ahead in the wrong circum- 


stances, I think the Hamay tO OUT 
membership of the European Union 
and the European Union itself migh t 
well be fetaL" 

Mr Major also Returned to die attack 
against Ttmy Blair, who is befog por- 
trayed by the Tbries as someone who 
woiuld sell out British interests. The 
Labour leader baited Mr Major as a 
Prime Minister who was afraid of stag-, 
ing a Commons vote on the single cur- 
rency, and as the leader of a 
government that had incompetently 
handled the BSE crisis. But the Prime 
Minister said of Mr Blair “If he follows 
the policies he has advocated so for, the 
Amsterdam summit would be a Dutch 
auction of British sovereignty.” 

Opening the fisheries debate, agri- 


culture minister Tbny Baldiy promised 
a tough stance on Europe in an attempt 
to ward off a threatened Commons de- 
feat Mr Baldiy said he would press for 
chang es to curb quota-hopping - in 
which foreign firms buy up British fish- 
ing quotas- at a meeting of European 
■ mihist 6 ts later this week: 1 . 

He also promised to review the Gov- 
ernment’s approach to European rules 
which favour fishermen in the hash Re- 
public at the expense of those in the 
North. The system has angered Ulster 
Unionists, on whose support the Gov- 
ernment’s majority now depends. 

“I don’t think there is any dis- 
agreement in this House that the 
Common Fisheries Pblky is not work- 
ing as it was intended,” Mr Baldiy said. 


Cattle cull is ‘political 
gesture’ to shift ban 


Rise in slaughter foils to 
bring end to embargo 


Cofin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

There was still no early lifting 
of the ban on British beef ex- 
ports in sight last night in spite 
of the Government’s U-turn to 
introduce a selective cull of 
more than 100.000 cattle, cost- 
ing £150m. 

Douglas Hogg, the Minister 
of State for Agriculture, told 
MPs the additional cull was or- 
dered by the Cabinet as a po- 
litical gesture to persuade 
Britain’s European partners to 
allow lifting the ban. but no 
timetable for lifting the ban has 
been given. 

"BSE will die oat from the 


national herd around 2001 nat- 
urally. The cull wiD not reinforce 
animal safety. The justification 
for the cull is that unless we car- 
ry out the cull, we are not go- 
ing to get progress on the lifting 
of the ban. That is a political feet 
and not a scientific (act." he said. 

Mr Hogg will submit plans to 
European agriculture minis- 
ters today for a certified herd 
scheme as the first step to re- 
lating the ban. As a second, con- 
fidence building measure, the 
selective cull of animals judged 
most at risk from BSE will be- 
gin in January, but tracing the 
cattle could delay completion 
for six months. 

Tbny Blair, the Labour leader. 


accused John Major of “serial 

mmmjtf twifK" nuw his handling 
of the crisis. The total cost of the 
cull of all cattle aged over 30 
months, which may contain 
BSE, has cost over £Zbn. 

■ A 19-year-old woman from 
Carlisle. Cumbria, was con- 
firmed yesterday as the latest 
victim of the “new variant" of 
Creutzfeldl-Jakob Disease 
(CJD). thought to be caused by 
exposure to BSE-infected meat 
products. Victoria Lowther died 
four months after first showing 
signs of the new strain of CJD. 
According to the Department 
of Health, there have been 14 
confirmed cases in the UK - 10 
occurring this year. 


Katherine Buffer 

Brussels 

The European Agriculture 
Commissioner, Franz Ffechlei; 
pomed cold water yesterday on 
hopes for any Immediate easing 
of the Van on British beet 
The additional call, he said, 
was one oftte pre-conditions in 
the Florence agreement last 
June which Britain signed up 
to. That framework committed 
the Government to imple- 
menting a sweeping BSE erad- 
ication programme in return for 
a phased lifting of the embar- 
go. “I think we need to move for- 
ward step by step as agreed,” 
Mr Fistibler said. 


The commission was still 
waiting for Britain to submit its 
proposals for securing the re- 
moval of the ban on beef from 
herds certified BSE-free. This 
is the first phase of a return to 
normal trade envisaged under 
die Florence deaL 
The Agriculture Minister, 
Douglas Hogg, will teD Euro- 
pean counterparts in Brussels 
today that Britain has now met 
the five Florence pre-condi- 
tions: It has set up a comput- 
erised cattle tracing system 
and brought in cattle “pass- 
ports”, while the possession of 
contaminated cattle feed has 
been criminalised and more 
than a million cattle over the 


age of 30 months have been 
slaughtered. 

However; Britain’s blueprint 
for meeting the EU conditions 
on BSE-free herds will not go 
to Brussels until the new yean 
It will then have to be evaluat- 
ed by two expert veterinary 
committees before the com- 
mission can decide whether or 
not to allow exports of meat 
from these spedaT grass-fed 
herds, a b ureau c r a tic procedure 
which conld take several weeks 
at least. Member states are in 
any case expected to react can- 
tionsfy with the Germans likely 
to argue that BSE must be frilly 
eradicated in Britain before 
any lifting of the trade ban. 


expedition. The explorer had 
been hoping to return to 
continue his bid to become 
the first man to walk solo 
across tiie Antarctic after 
being forced to seek hospital 
treatment in Chile for painful 
kidney stones. 

Last night he said: “This 
was an enormously vital 
dream to mev" he said, “lb 
have something litre tins 
happen on an expedition 
which is looking like an 
overwhelming success is a 
kick in the teeth.” 


Explosives find 
in Ulster 

Army bomb disposal experts 
yesterday recovered an 
amount of explosives from a 
vehicle which was abandoned 
dose to the Northern Ireland 
border with tiie Irish 
Republic 10 days ago. 

The material, together with a 
number of booster tubes, was., 
contained in one of two 
stolen vehicles dose to 
RosIea Cn the Co Fermanagh 
border. , 

GP jailed for 
sex assault 

A doctor who admitted a sex 
offence against a woman 
patient has been jailed for 
nine months. Warrington GP . 
Christopher Komar admitted 
indecently assaulting die 
woman in 1993. • 

Woman alive 
after river foil 

A pregnant woman was 
rescued from freezing water 
last night after apparently 
jumping from the Humber 
suspension bridge. The 
woman, who has not been 
named, lost her baby. 


Millennium 1 
Tower setback^ 

Plans for an quarter-milt- 
high Mfflennium Tbwer jpr 
the City of London have 
received a serious setbaSa, 
with the Royal Fine Art^ 
Commission declining $ 
support the idea. J •:*! 

■ The 1,265ft skyscrap^- 
which if built would dwatf 
the Canary Wharf towerharf: 
be visible tor 20 miles arounrU 
-was described by the; 
Commission as “simply out on 
scale” and therefore believed" 
the project should not go . •* 
ahead, chairman Lord SC -..r J 
John of Fawsley said, j 

Smoking stars 
win award 

Comedian Jo Brand and Men 
Behaving Badly star Martin 
Gunes were angled out as 
defiant smokers in the awards 
of pro-tobacco group Forest * 
yesterday. • ‘ - 

Gunes won Forest's ^ 7. 

approval by asking if heconJE 
smoke during a recordim; o£S 
BBC2 news quiz Have l Got '■ 
News For ISbu? Brand was . 
bailed “the most smokerr (K 
friendly television star^ qy ’^ 
Forest “for sticking 
steadfastly to her ngjit to. 
smoke”. ^ 

M reasons for 
Disneyto cheer 

Disneyfs 101 palquUiam 
broke seasonal British rax ' 
office records in its first 
weekend, distributors said 
lastnighL _ 'j 

The live-action remake of- - 
Disney's animation classic 
iook£2.4min three days, the 
biggest December opening in', 
British cinema history. 

The film, which stars 
Glenn Close as the wicked 
Cruella de Vil, and 280 
spotty dogs, also broke box 
office records in the United 
States.. ‘ 

Vote for strike 

Coal miners have votedjora 
series of one day strike^n 
the New Year over pay and 
conciliation procedures, the 
National Union of 
Mineworkers announced 
yesterday.. * . 



Ausbta ... 

. .scMO rmte .. 

.F 6 JJ 0 

ovostts sresranioHs, , “ 

Begum .. 

.setBo m*...- 

. IA500 

tom* 13 MrtcEuwe EUC.TB 5 aneljO*!* 

Crate .. 

.Pts3Q0 Madeira ., 

. Esc325 

East teratca, Mfe red tote £tt4iR 2 9k 

Ofpam ... 

■Crt-ao Mena 

<3 cent* 

East end Antatea} £3Q8.J0i To rate *4 

Denmark.. 

.ans Homy... 

..Me 20 


kWiHep -- 

— < 5 (i pami 0 tf .. 

.EK325 

lB»43i«tewUteHEWgiRirte«tee0t71. 

Ranee ... 

..fiu Span .... 

-PS300 

538826a Oh* w* teams. - - 

Germany .. 

.-DM4J> Saafen... 

. .Sto2X 

BiCCBSDIS ... 

Greece... 

-JW50 Srritarfena 

Skein 

Bide tetetf tetofepatent am waWfept 

luenboug 

- -ireo use 

. 53.00 

Kauti' teMpnm k Wnpnrwi P16B8 . 


Budget problem. Finance solution. 




At only £9.99 per week (£11.97 tnc. 

V delivery and VAT), the Dell Dimension' 

XPS P133s comes as the perfect 

■ #|flu| solution to your business. And your 

V itl/l** £ budget. With its high performance 

graphics and sound, this multimedia PC 

- ■ an comes with MS Office Professional pre- 

PvllllUm installed. So the system is ready to run. 
■processor 

A 28.8 internal modem allows you to 
send faxes and could even connect you to the Internet. All in. 
it’s the perfect solution from the worlds largest direct PC 
manufacturer- Do the business, cal! us today on 01344 724641 
and don’t forget the first 500 customer orders will receive our 
"free upgrade to a Twelve Speed CD-ROM Drive. -soraiDc 

“Frw otter ratable onh an MI Dmcnsoft XPS PI 33* Bums Bundle jsjpcdfed here. 
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The story of 
a hustler 
who uses 
; people and 
the media to 
get to the 
top is really 
the story of 
the actress 

iWid Lister ■ 

When Madonna brings her idiosyn^ 
cratic style to London on Thursday 
for the United Kingdom premiere of 
^ Evita, herpersona and the hype sur- 
'■'* rounding it will have an uncanny res- 
onance of the Rainbow Tour which 
Eva Ffcran herself mack: of European 
capitals in the Forties. 

Madonna wffl even look the part. 
‘Unlike most actresses, she will not 
wish to distance herself from her role 
on screen. For the Los Angeles 
premiere at the weekend she ensured 
. that Forties costume and facial 
make-up made her look like the for- . 
met first lady of Argentina. 

In the new film of the Tim 
Rice/Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 
Madonna makes a memorable Eva 
Peron. The performance may lack 
emotion, or the power to move. But 
this is more than compensated for 
by the panache, worldly-wise cyni- 
cism - and by the curious sensation 
for the audience at yesterday's na- 
tional press screening that the sto- 
ry of a determined hustler who will 
use both people and the world’s me- 
dia to get to the top, is the story of 
the actress, as well as that of the 1 
woman she is playing. . 
it Madonna even used the old fash- 
4 L ioned method of writing the British 
r director Alan Parker a begging let- : 
tier to get the part Nor did sbe let a 
small inconvenience, such as be- : 
coming pregnant during shooting, 
put her off. This was the part that 
she was born to play. 

JParker hims elf says; “She is 
fftraordinarily accomplished and . i 
has given everything to make this * '.i 
fihn. I find it hard now to even con- i 
ceive of anybocty playing the port as 
well as sbe has done it" j 

Nor could be have conceived that ] 



me, I’m Madonnevita 








In vogue: The changing image of Madonna from the Material Girl to the First Lady of Argentina, beside the real Evita (bottom right) Photomontage: Joe Jenkins/Montage 



the most successful female record- 
ing artist in the world would take . 
singing lessons in order to ensure that 
she could manage the Uoyd Wfebber 
score. 

But she did, just as she stepped in 
afterayearofdiffiailiiestppeisuade 
the Argentinian Pr^adent, Carlos , 
Menem, to allow fagri to sing Don't 
Gryljfor Me Argentina pfr-titejites-. 
idfetftiar balcbny. She scarred a pri- 
vate audf^re wito him; 

As the two of them were eating 
pizza and nxakipgi small talk,;. 
Madonna . . ‘ r . • , 


suddenly interjected. New York 
style, with: "Let’s cut to ttye chase 
^here. Do we have the balcony or 
don’t we?” President Menen^ pod- 
ded: TYou have the frakony:" 7 ^ ' 
The Los Angdes premiere saw a 
' typical Madonna performance^ Al- 


designer.in foe world, she chose a 
friend, Susan Becker, who te un- 
known in foe.fodfion wodd, and who 
gave hera garish and universally 
loathed tacky red velvet suit with a 


flowers above, spike heeled shoes 
vfojchwere out of period fot the For- 
ties look, ^beneafoatowering red 
v hatfrifigadbyablackyefl.^ ■ 

■4-.. BwpBsfon, a devotee of Qiristian 
Dior, would not have approved. 

As- always with . Madonna, the . 
, doifotlingers as to whether this was 
a disastrously ineptchoice or a caL 
'ctriatedmoye togetonto the world’s 
front pages through sheer audacity 
- andgjvR a.gidfriend a hand up at 
the same time. 

She *vfll be in saf^r hands in 
London, on 


Thursday. She has decided to wear 
a Gianni Versace creation. The de- 
signer has promised to make a pas- 
tidie of the outfit that Dior actually 
made for the zed Evita. He has of- 
fered Madonna a choice of outfits* 
jndndmg a^tiger-print frock coat, a 
sleek, goldfen silk aressi a grey sheath 
gown and a pink frock with detach- 
abfotfaiii 

She will also hie wearing a Versace 
outfit the following night for the 
Italian premiere in Rome - the 
fipckcoatydthembrpidered collar. 
; She can afford to flaunLTheear- 


ly reviews of her performance in the 
£39m film are good. Variety said: 
"Madonna gtyes her all to the title 
role and puBsit off superbly.” 

The cntic,'hke many of us who 
have seen die film, also thought that 
it was “an objet d'art that evokes 
serious viewer admiration more than 
passionate excitement”. 

. Another critic said of the star 
"This is her role: a Material Girl des- 
perately seeking sainthood.' 1 

In an interview with USA Weekend 
magazine, Madonna said she be- 
lieved that playing the part of Eva 


Stated ambition: "I wont be hap- 
py until l‘m as famous as God." 
Bom Madonna Louise Veronica 
Ciccone 16 August 1958 in 
Rochester, Michigan. Wan dance 
scholarship to Michigan Univer- 
sity but dropped out and went to 
New York at the age of 20 to 
make records. 

Struggled until 1983, when her 
first album, Madonna, sold three 
million copies, in 1985 ap- 
peared at Live Aid. Her second 
album. Like A Virgin, combined 
with a studiously vampish and 
feisty streetwise image, intensi- 
! tied media interest. i 

! Her song "Material Girl" (1985) j 
combined a lavish video with 
Marilyn Monroe iconography, ex- 
citing dance production and as- 
sertive materialism at the right 
moment in the eighties, it rapidly 
became a role model for many 
young women. 

Two films, Vision Quest and 
Desperately Seeking Susan, 
were followed by international 
hits such as "Like a Prayer" and 
"Vogue”, exploring diverse inter- 
ests such as Catholicism, fash- 
ion and eroticism. Her fashion 
exploration Included appearing 
on stage in Gaultier-designed 
cone-shaped metal bras. 

In August 1985 married actor 
Sean Penn, but later divorced. 

In 1992 she took a step too for. 
After flaunting publicity-achiev- 
ing relationships with other 
women, her misconceived cof- 
fee-table book SEX featured soft- 
pom photos and her album Erot- 
ica did badly, as her following 
began to have second thoughts. 
Her career flagging, she begged 
for and won the role of Evita. 

She became pregnant by her 
personal trainer, Carlos Leon, 
during filming. 

Daughter Lourdes Maria Ciccone 
Leon bom in October. 


Peron had been her destiny. “It was 
something that only I could do." 

She said she became engrossed 
in the character while making the 
fihn, and described the process as all- 
consuming. 

“I had to learn how to tango and 
study that for several months, and 
then the physical transformation, 
defining her physicality with hair 
styles and brown contacts and false 
teeth.” 

Madonna added: TNo one else 
could have done it. And I snmved. 
It was like surviving a war.” 


Impact of 
embryo 
science 
examined 



* / 


Liz Hunt on a symposium tackling dilemma of fertility treatment 


Strasbourg — The psychologi- 
cal impact of test-tube baby 
treatments which reduce men to' 
the role of “sperm provider”, 
and position women simply as 
“baby-making” has 

been widely underestimated by 
doctors, a leading fertility spe- 
cialist warned yesterday. 

Professor Israel Nisand, a 
French obstetrician and gynae- 
cologist, described the paradcoc 
in which scientists had “mas- 
tered the creation of man by 
man " but with de-humamsing 
consequences largely ignored 
by them. J . 

“The 1960s witnessed the 
advent of sexuality without pro- 
creation; the 1980s heralded 
procreation without sexuality,” 
he said on the opening day of 
a European symposium which 
will attempt to resolve some of 
the medical, legal and ethical 
questions raised by modern 
fertility treatments. 

The events of last summer in 
the UK which saw an impas- 
sioned debate over the dispos- 


al of “orphaned" embryos; the 
decision by a woman to abort 
one of the healthy twins she was 
carrying; and the case of Mandy 
Allwood, pregnant with eight 
babies after taking a fertility 
drug, hsre highlighted the dilem- 
mas faced by all developed 
countries where medical pro- 
gress has outstripped society's 
attempts to deal with the legal 
and moral aspects. 

Where legislation has bera 
introduced, its faiimge and in- 
flexibility have been cruelly ex- 
posed, as in the case of Diane 
Blood, the- woman denied the 
right to use her dead husband's 
sperm to have a child despite 
widespread support of doctors 
and the public. 

Speaking about the psycho- 
logical repercussions of fertili- 
ty treatment. Professor Nisand, 
a lecturer at the University 
Paris V, said eroticism had been 
separated from parenthood, 
and instead the “intimate and 
private sphere of sexual rela- 
tions [had] become the ‘field of 


operation' for highly specialised 
medical procedures ... physical 
intimacy, normally experienced 
in a spontaneous manner gives 
way to the alienating experience 
of a mechanical body." 

Post-coital tests, masturba- 
tion n^hospital, a thermometer 
on the bedside table and tem- 
perature curves, the trappings 
of fertility treatment, are all 
threats to a couple’s wellbeing. 

Studies show that despite 
being given precise information 
on success rates, couples per- 
sistently over-estimate their 
chances of a baby - putting it 
at a 60-90 per cent success rate 
compared with the average of 
■ about 14 per cent 

Professor Nisand warned that 
“while there are children in Lhe 
world who are not wanted, 
there are alto children who are 
wanted too much”. 

He urged doctors to avoid 
“technical totalitarianism” and 
treat couples' as individuate, 
having the courage to defer or 
refuse treatment if necessary.” 


Meropi Michaleli, a psy- 
chologist from Athens, told' the 
, 400 delegates attending the 
conference that rapid advances 
in reproductive medicine since 
the birth of the first test tube 
baby, Louise Brown, in 1978, 
had reduced infertility to sim- 
ply a disorder of the reproduc- 
tive apparatus. 

She welcomed the fact that 
a psychologist had been asked 
to present the first paper at the 
symposium, organised by the 
Council of Europe. 

“I believe that treating steril- 
ity first means treating toe psy- 
chological suffering of sterility, 
and that the child — whether nat- 
ural or adopted - can only 
come afterwards, ” sbe said. 

. The Third Council of Europe 

Bioethics Symposium will de- 
termine the contents of a pro- 
tocol for the protection of 
the human embryo to be in- 
cluded in the draft convention 
on human ri gh ts and biomedi- 
cine which is now under dis- 
cussion by ministers. 
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I was simply a sperm provider ’ 


Glenda Cooper 


meownni*" 1 "* 

mrtitknne that John and 'Hfeady [not their 
real names] have done their best to blank 
out of their minds. 

They underwent IVF treatment fora to- 
tal of six years, but Wendy foiled to con- 
ceive and in the end they adopted Instead. 

John, to particular looks back with a 
shudder at a process that was “so un- 


Sf it." He said: “IVF is never going to be 
much ton. and I think we knew that, but 
it takes years and it does get yon down." 

They both found the procedure de-hn- 
manising and far-removed from the joy 
most couples go through in expecting a 
baby Instead, they felt they were treated 


in an oflhand way by medical staff who did 
not see infertility as a true problem; 

John felt he was relegated to a sperm 
provider, expected to come np with the 
goods whatever the situation. “\bu had to 
go down a corridor and masturbate in the 
toilet,” be said. “ISm canid bear tbe dean- 
os talking outride while you were to 
tiiare. There were no facilities -it was, like, 
‘here's ajar... ’ ” 

“It was awftiJL You've got to produce a 
sperm sample that is the best you can do, 
and 1 don't know bow you were meant to 
provide this to these drarmstances.” 

John felt he was perceived as no more 
“a support role for my wife”. For 

VVfencty the situation was do easier ‘At toe 


time, there wasn't very modi money to tbe 
NHS for fertility treatment so the’ doctors 
who gave it were struggle oo a very small 
budget in a little comer or the bospftaL” 

“It made me very angry a lot of the time 
the way we were treated,” said John. “My 
wife and I were never realty property di- 
agnosed. One doctor eventually said to me 
that I could father the population of 
Bangladesh and there was nothing wrong 
with ray fertility; which was totally at 
odds with everything else we had been told.” 

“\Wre-meant tube gearing yourself op 
to go to these sessions and ft Is terribly; ter- 
ribly stressful Tbe attitude you feel that 
people have is that SweD, you’re not AT. 

“V¥e ended up hating the doctor who 
treated us. He made a tot of money out of 
us. I didn’t enjoy any of it” 


PLUS EXCLUSIVE 8% FIXED RATE BOND OPTION. 
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Dorrell takes sti 


Colon Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Stephen Dorrell, the Secretary 
of Slate for Health, will today 
seek 10 neutralise fam3v doctors 
as a weapon for the Labour Par- 
ty in the election, with a pack- 
age of 70 initiatives to improve 
morale among GPS. Mr Dorrell 
will publish a White Paper in ef- 
fect meeting a shopping list of 
demands for which Gft have 
campaigned for years. 


Although the detailed initia- 
tives will be seen as small in 
themselves, the White Paper is 
aimed at tackling low morale 
and stop the GPs being re- 
cruiting sergeants for Tony Blair 
in die election. 

Family doctors are regarded 
as important opinion-formers 
in thexr communities, and min- 
isters are dearly determined to 
keep them happy until the 
election & over. 

Labour may ciy “foul" over 


Tories set to 
spend £7m on 
election drive 


Anthony Bavins 

Political Editor 

The election campaign will 
move into a New Year gear next 
month, with Labour warning lo- 
cal activists that the Tories arc 
planning a £7m propaganda 
drive from 6 January. 

A letter sent out to party vol- 
unteers in Labour’s target mar- 
ginal constituencies says: “This 
will be a massive campaign 
which will lie about Labour 
and lie about their own record 
in government And it will have 
an effect" 

The Conservatives are said to 
have booked thousands of 
posier sites to carry permanent 
displays through to the election, 
which will be held between the 
end of February andl May. 
Fearing the impact of the 
Tories' expensive campaign. 
Labour is planning a pre-emp- 
tive strike, with a cost-cutting 
leaflet drop concentrated on 
non-Tory households identified 
by canvas returns. Labour's 
problem is that it has not got a 
due as to what the Conserva- 
tive posters will be saying. It is 
hoping for a leak on the attack. 

The Conservatives’ strategic 
themes arc known to be Blair 
and tax. a repeat of the successful 
formula used during the last elec- 
tion: Kinnock and tax. In that 
campaign, Neil Kiitnocfcs record 
of mud-changes ~ from Europe 
through to nuclear disarma- 
ment - cast doubt on his trust- 
worthiness. Labour's shadow 
budget was used to bolster the 


line that Mr Kinnock was plan- 
ning to drop a “tax bombshell" 
on middle-income voters. 

The up-dated version contin- 
ues to argue that Labour will 
drop a “tax bombshell", if only 
to finance spending commit- 
ments that have been totted up 
to £3Qbn by civil servants work- 
ing to definitions set by Conser- 
votivemiimKis.lt is thou^it that 
Mr Blair is reluctant to approve 
any threat to increase tax rates 
for the wealthy, for fear of giv- 
ing the Tories ’ammunition. 

As for the personal attack on 
Mr Blair, ministers argue that he, 
too. is not to be trusted because 
he once contested a general 
election on a manifesto urging 
withdrawal from the European 
Economic Community, and was 
once a supporter of the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament. 

The trouble for the Conser- 
vatives is that following Mr 
Major's promises daring the last 
election, and bis record since, 
they are no longer trusted on 
taxation. The voters trust Mr 
Blair much more than they 
trusted Mr Kinnock. 

A Labour leadership source 
said yesterday that they would 
reply positively to (he negative 
message. But each response 
will contain a sideswipe against 
the Tories: arguing that Labour 
stands for the future, as opposed 
to the past: that it will fight for 
the many, not the few who 
have thrived under the Con- 
servatives; and that it will offer 
strong leadership, rather than 
the weakness seen in Mr Major. 


Word craft: Tory message amended Photograph: Nick Tapsel! 
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the White Paper which includes 
pilot schemes for GP joint com- 
missioning - the system which 
Labour believes ought to re- 
place GP fundholding, and 
which has led to dashes between 
Mr Doncfl and Chris Smith, his 
Labour counterpart 
The White Paper, called JW- 
nuny Can: DeBveringthe Future, 
offers GPS more incentives to 
rejoin practices after career 
breaks to start a family, more 
retraining, a doubling to £50m 


of the money for research and 
development, and inclusion in 
the NHS pension scheme for 
practice teams. 

GPfundhoJdefs are to be giv- 
en the right to use savings on 
budgets for health care to invest 
in new premises or land for 
buildings. They will be helped 
with loans or grants to buy 
themselves out of leases on 
poor premises. 

The White Paper will herald 
a fresh drive to get private fi- 


nance into capital projects for 
family doctor services on the 
NHS. Ministers deny it will 
mean privatising the health scr- 
" vice. Private money may be 
used for building new cottage 
hospitals, where patients could 
undergo operations closer to 
their homes. 

The plans include extending 
the nurse prescribing pilot 
scheme from April 1997 in 500 
GPs* practices where a total of 
l^OOjaurses will be given pre- 


scribing power. The aim would 

be to throw it open to the rest 
of the country % April 1998. 

The White Paper Sis the gaps 
left by the NHS Primary Care 
BSl, which enables a wide range 
of pilot schemes for the expan- 
sion of family doctor services 
from April 1998- 

The Bill faces Labour chal- 
lenges in the committee stage 
today in the House of Lords. 
Baroness Jay, the Labour shad- 
ow be gft h minis ter in the Lords. 


has tabled an- amendment to 
stop private companies propos- 
ing pilot schemes, which could 
forbid Unicfaem, the chain of 
pharmacies, from going ahead 
with plans to rim surgeries in- 
corporating their own chemists* 
drops. ' 

Labour regards the health 
service as its strongest battle- 


mrt Mr Dorrell has intensified 
the pressure by issuing a string 
of policy initiatives, fbcosmgon 


the Government’s strategjr fbr 


to inciude more services. The 
BMA fears it could drain mon- 
ey away from hospitals. : • 
Labour may see the White 
papier as an attempt to divert 
attention from a threattoed 
winter crisis in NHS bospftals, 
where GPs have been forced in 
some areas to delay operations 
until next April when scrap of 
the extra £l-6bn for the NHS 
becomes available. ’’ 





On the platform: Tony Blair, the Labour lea dor, in Oxford yesterday, giving a speech which pledged Labour’s financial support for standards In classrooms Photograph: Tom Pifston 

Blair promises more investment in education 


Jucfith Judd 

Education Editor 

There will be more money for 
education under a Labour 
rnmenL Tony Blair, tbe 


m 


commitment to “steady, consis- 
tent investment” in education. 

Under the Tories, the costs of 
economic failure and inequality 
such as unemployment benefit 
had gone up. “Wfe want to turn 




lerday. 

In a speech at Ruskin College, 
Oxford, where 20 years ago the 
former Labour prime minister 
Lord Callaghan attacked school 
standards. Mr Blair went farther 
than before in spelling out his 


ing people unemployed and in- 
vest more in education," he said. 

But, while there would be 
growth in education. Labour 
would be wise rather than big 
spenders. “It is wrong to think 
that this gavemment has not 


spent a lot of money on educa- 
tion. They have - but on the 
wrong things." The plan to 
switch money from assisted 
places to reducing class sizes was 
typical of Labour’s approach. A 


- ucaficm should have a higher sta- 
tus than his predecessors, he said. 

Mr Blair added chat Labour 
would not wait until a school 

- was failing before it took action. 
It would give local authorities 
the powers to step in. 


Announcing plans for heads 
of sucoesful schools to take over 
their failing neighbours, he said: 
“While it will not [always] be ap- 

S iare, encouraging ... lead- 
p teams in successful 


for underperforming schools 
could provide a lifeline for 
schools caught in a vicious cir- 
cle of low expectation, poor 

manay ment, t ferKnmg mlk and 

low morale.’* 

He repeated his pledge that 


Labour would weed out incom- 
petent teachers. 

Local authorities welcomed 
the speech. But Nigel de 
Grucby, general secretary of the 
National Association of School- 


.. Doug McAvoy, the general 
secretary of the National Union 
ofTfeacheis, attacked Mr Blair 
for his continual concentration 
on schools which were f a ffing, 
when most were successful 


I* .TK ' ' ' X-' 1 


Teachers said: “The principle 
that education authorities 
should intervene in failing 
schools is unchallengeable. 1 
wonder why, having had that 
tins power for over 50 years, 
they fail lamentably to use ft." 


taiy of State for Education, 
yesterday refused to rule out a 
“hit squad" of educational ex- 
perts for the Ridings School, 
Halifax, which was temporarily 
closed two months ago after 
discipline collapsed. 



Run-down city centres 
win £900m in grants 


In a multi-million pound gov- 
ernment package aimed at re- 
generating run-down town 
centres tbe Secretary cf State few 
the Environment. John Gum- 
mer. yesterday pledged £90tJm 
in cash grants and approved a 
further £fiUOm priority borrow- 
ing schemes for councils. 

The funding will result in a va- 
riety of .-schemes, including im- 
proving housing and transport 
and facilities for young people. 
Projects such as updating shop- 
ping centres and dcaong land for 
industry will be boosted by pub- 
lic and private investment and 
aim to bring long-term jobs and 
prosperity to run-down areas. 

But the awards met with crit- 
icism from local government as- 
sociations who said last night 
that they did not make up for 
government cuts. 

The cash grants are part of 
the Government's Single Re- 
generation Budget Challenge. 


which is in its third year. The 180 
new schemes, plus 370 already 
approved, are expected to gen- 
erate £7 jbn of private-sector 
funding, in addition to £3bn 
from the Government over sev- 
en years. 

Winning schemes chosen by 
Mr Gummer included a £12ra 
plan by the London Boroughs 
Recycling Consortium to provide 
every household in London with 
a recycling box few rubbish by the 
millennium, A spokesman for 
the consortium raid: “Tins ini- 
tial cash, though less than we 
hoped, is a goodstart to help bor- 
oughsget door-to-door recycling 
schemes off the ground.” 

There was £9.5m for Stock- 
port in Cheshire, which will re- 
ceive a £5. 1 8m to bring new life 
into its historic centre and can 
earmark a further £3.75m for a 
scheme to improve the envi- 
ronment- And the Cross River 
Partnership in London was giv- 


en £1 1 .6m for improving cross- 
ings along the River Thames. 

Mr Gummer told a conference 
in London yesterday the Capital 
Challenge scheme had allowed 
local authorities rather than gov- 
ernment to dedde tbe priorities. 
He said: “The schemes win sup- 
port a number of economic de- 
velopment projects, with 
elements of local area regener- 
ation and development, educa- 
tion and training projects, and 
expenditure on infrastructure.” 

However, the awards were 
criticised last night by local 
government associations who 
said they were too small - and 
left too many bidders disap- 
pointed. A joint statement by 
the Association of County 
Councils. Association of District 
Councils and the Association of 
Metropolitan Authorities, said: 


Our cassette 
promotion runs 
on batteries. 


communities should be based 
on need, not competition.” 


Justice body to be named 


Patricia Wyim Davies 

j Legal Affairs Editor 

I The long-awaited Criminal Cas- 
es Review Commission will finally 
tvyin its work on 1 January, a foil 
three years after its Rxcunmen- 
i dation by the 1993 Royal Com- 
[ mission on Criminal Justice, 
j The memters of the cum- 
misHtin. which lakes over scruti- 
ny of alleged miscarriages of 
justice from the discredited C3 
section at the Home Office, will 
be disclosed tomorro w in a writ- 
len Commons answer. But the 
list - the chairman. Sir Freder- 
ick Crawford, was named in the 
summer - could be as note- 
worthy for who is not on it as 
for those who are. 


One third of the commis- 
sioners must be lawyers and two- 
thirds must have knowledge 
and experience of the criminal 
justice system. 

Several candidates with 
knowledge of miscarriages of 
justice failed to make ami head- 
way. They include alf three 
members of the independent 
Just Television company - 
David JesscL Steve Hayward 
and Steve Phelps - who have 
campaigned for people who 
had been wrongly convicted. 

Chris Price, the former 
Labour MP and director of the 
former Leeds ftrtyicdmic. failed 
10 get an interview after apply- 
ing to be chairman, even though 
he had experience of running a 


big-budget organisation and had 
campaigned for the Confait 
brothers, whose convictions were 
quashed hy the Court of Appeal 

Martin Short, the author of 
a book on Freemasomy, was re- 
jected as a potential member. 
Sir Frederick, a leading 
Freemason and former scientist, 
company director and vice- 
chancellor of Aston University, 
was pideed from 124 candi- 
dates. The Home Office had 
failed to check whether he was 
a Freemason, and the question 
was added as an afterthought to 
the application forms. 

Sir Frederick will be ques- 
tioned on Freemasonry by the 
Commons Select Committee 
on Home Affairs in tbe new year. 
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In Wonderland: Claire Severs takes pictures of four-year-old dancing toadstools who are appearing In the caterpillar scene In performances of Alice given by the Claire 
Severs Dance Academy at Parliament Hid Girls School, north-west London, during their Christmas term Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Transplants of pigs’ hearts and 

to be allowed next year 



Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Plans to go ahead despite fears of viral diseases being passed to humans 


The Government is expected to 
allow the transplant of spedai- 
Iy-t»id pigs' hearts and kidneys 
into humans, in a report to be 
published next year. 

The move is expected despite 
new scientific findings which 
have discovered that some 
genetic material from viruses in 
pigs could cross over into hu- 
mans, where it might cause to- 
tally new diseases - or have no 
effect at alL 

The Department of Health 
denied yesterday that it has de- 
layed the publication of an ad- 
visory report, chaired by 
Professor Ian Kenned) 1 of 
King's CoDege London, into 
“xenotransplantation", which 


puts organs from a different 
species into humans. Such 
transplants, using animals which 
have been genetically engi- 
neered not to cause tissue 
rejection, could ease the enor- 
mous pressure for human organ 
donors, who presently meet 
only a small percentage of de- 
mand. 

David White, chief executive 
of Imutran, a Cambridge-based 
company which has produced 
pigs with human genes so that 
their organs would not be re- 
jected when transplanted to 
humans, said that thereis noth- 
ing to stop the company from 
beginning transplants to hu- 
mans tomorrow. “But if we 


did, we would be regarded as ir- 
responsible. We have had a re- 
quest from the Government 
not to proceed until the 
Kennedy report is published, 
and we have agreed/ He added 
that almost two years ago, Imu- 
tran’s research had shown the 
possibility of pig viruses cross- 
rag in a transplant to humans, 
and that it had informed the 
Kennedy committee and the US 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion. “The FDA is happy with 
our data, and for us to go 
ahead. We are really waiting for 
the Kennedy findings.” 

Suggestions of a cover-up 
were raised yesterday by a news- 
paper story which suggested 


that the report’s publication 
was delayed because minis ter 
feared that genetic material 
known as “retroviruses” in pigs 
could cross over to humans 
and cause unknown diseases, 
while bypassing the body’s de- 
fence systems. 

But the Department of 
Health insisted yesterday that 
there has been no delay to the 
report’s publication, following 
ils delivery in the summer to the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
Stephen DorrelL “The Gov- 
ernment w£D publish its report 
sometime in the New Year, 
and we shall have to wait until 
then,” said a spokesman. 

One member of the Kennedy 


advisory group, which included 
experts in genetics and ethics, 
also insisted yesterday that the 
report is in favour of allowing 
xenotransplantation, providing 
that adequate safeguards - in- 
cluding close monitoring of pa- 
tients— are used. 

The members are believed to 
have thought that using pigs' or- 
gans rather than those from 
monkeys or apes would reduce 
the risk of new diseases, because 
humans and pigs are further 
apart in. evolutionary terms 
than primates such as baboons 
and chimpanzees, which are 
the other likely candidates for 
non-human organs. 

Retroviruses are the genetic 


codings for a virus which have 
become incorporated into an 
animal's own DNA. They have 
no harmful effect on the animal, 
and are found in every celL 
But if retroviruses cross to an- 
other species, they can have un- 
predictable effects. HIV, which 
causes Aids, is a retrovirus 
which originally came from 
monkeys. Other Illnesses, in- 
cluding forms of influenza and 
bacteria] infections, have passed 
from animals to humans. Clive 
Patience, of the Institute of 
Cancer Research, said “Basi- 
caDy, we have such early data on 
these retroviruses that we can’t 
predict the effect it might have 
on patients.” But a key ICR ex- 
periment had shown that pig 
retroviruses could grow in hu- 
man cells. 


* Don’t worry. If you see a flying 
saucer it’s probably one of ours 



Flights of fancy: An artist’s Impression of the uninhabited flying saucer and a new stealth bomber 


t 

* 
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Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent- 

An “uninhabited" flying saucer 

- the MoD says “unmanned" 
would be politically incorrect - 
is one the options being exam- 
ined to enable the RAF to at- 
tack distant targets into the 
middle of the next century. 

- Britain is to spend £35m 
looking at options for the Fu- 
ture Air Offensive System 
(FAOS).it could be an “uni- 
habited” plane, or an air- 
launched missile. Whatever it is. 
it will he stealthy and almost cer- 
tainly have a virtual-reality 
cockpit - either in the plane it- 
self, in another plane, or on the 


ground. The new system, what- 
ever ft may be, is designed to re- 
place the RAP's Tornado 
bombers in about 2015. “We are 
looking at something to do the 
job way into the next century” 
said a senior MoD source. 

The Defence Procurement 
Minister, James Arbuthnot, 
told Parliament yesterday: 
“Study contracts to the value of 
£35m are expected to be placed 
in the new year. Options to be 
examined include variants of the 
Eurofighter and other new de- 
sign. and off-tbe shelf combat 
aircraft; unmanned air vehi- 
cles; and sand-off air-to-ground 
missil es launched from trans- 
port aircraft. 


“Collaborative options will be 
pursued." 

Until now the US has main- 
tained the lead in “stealth" 
technology, malting aircraft 
nearly invisible to virion, radar, 
beat seeking and other forms of 
detection. Burthe principles of 
stealth technology are becom- 
ing widely understood and Eu- 
ropean aircraft designers are 
becoming increasingly expert at 
it. “The secrete of stealth are not 
so black as they were in the 
past”, an RAF officer said, re- 
ferring to the top-secret US 
“black programmes”. 

The new system is needed to 

attack targets at greater range 

than will be posable with the 


Eurofighter - the RAP's other 
new aircraft due to enter service 
In 2002. The most traditional 
option is to extend the range 
and payload of the Eurofight- 
er. But to do that, and make it 
more stealthy, might involve so 
many changes to the airframe 
that it would be more cost-ef- 
fective to get a completely new 
plane, cither from the US, or 
built in Europe. 

That is the second option. 
The third is the uninhabited air- 
craft which could return home 
and. be re -armed. The the 
fourth is a- long-range air- 
launched missile, probably 
dropped from a transport plane, 
that would explode on impact. 


Prince’s guru 
dies aged 90 


Clare Garner 


Sir Laurens van der Post, the 
South African-born explorer 
conservationist writer ana spir- 
itual guru to the Prince of 
Whies, has died, just two days 
after his 90th birthday. 

Sir Laurens’ daughter, Lucia 
Crichton- Miller, said he had 
died peacefully at his home in 
Chelsea on Sunday night. A 
90th birthday party, organised 
by foe Prince or Whies, had been 
cancelled on Friday when Sir 
Laurens became unwell. 

The Prince was said to be 
“veiy saddened" at the death of 
the dose friend and adviser. Sir 
Laurens had been “a dear 
friend for a very long time". 

Greenpeace hailed Sir Lau- 
rens as a man who had “in- 
spired" people’s interest in the 
exploration and protection of 
the natural world. A spokes- 
woman said: “His writings 
helped 20th century men and 
women retain a vision of nature, 
without which environmental 
protection will be the poorer." 

Born on a bush farm in Or- 
ange Free Slate in 1906, Sir Lau- 
rens was the 13tb child of 15. 
Although his first love was the 
South African wilderness, he 
spent his last 27 years in a 


penthouse off the King's Road. 
His wife is reported to have told 
people: “Oh, my husband hasn't 
left Africa, he just lives in Lon- 
don." Sir Laurens himself said 
he lived here because there 
was “too much going on” in 
Africa that would have dis- 
tracted him from his writing. 

He wrote a total of 25 books. 
Although some are novels, he 
is best known for the mixed 
genre of travel, anthropology, 
and metaphysical speculation. 
His first book. In a Province, 
“the first written by a South 
African against racial preju- 
dice", was published in 1934. 
His last, The Admiral's Baby, was 
published in September. 

Sir Laurens described Prince 
Charles as “a man of vision, of 
many interests and gifts". He 
also admired, and acted as an 
adviser to, Baroness Thatcher. 
In 1981, he was knighted and, 
a year later, became godfather 
to Prince William. 

Sir Laurens once said he 
would like to be remembered as 
“someone who tried to perform 
some service for what I think is 
the overall value in life - ex- 
pressed by St Paul as charity. 
Without it no human being has 
any hope whatsoever”. 

Obituary, page 10 


Schools could lose choice of exam boards 

. . i ciiiishnsps and exam siibconsriouslv-beine eroded posal to cut the number of feeling dissatisfied. \ 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Schools could be banned from 
shopping around exam boards 
for a pick-and-niix of preferred 
syllabuses in an attempt to 
boost their results under pro- 
posals being considered by gov- 
ernment curriculum advisers. 
Instead, schools could be forced 
to choose just one of three ap- 
proved awarding bodies to cov- 
er all subjects. 

The step is among a package 
of measures under discussion 
aimed at restoring flagging pub- 


tween syllabuses and exam 
boards earlier this month after 
the publication of a national 
study, “Standards Over Time" 
comparing standards in public 
exams over the last 20 years. 

Although the report found no 
evidence that standards had fall- 
en, Mrs Shephard said she want- 
ed the four En^ish exam boards 
and three vocational awarding 
bodies reduced in number to 
j me uwcpauicm. iron out inconsistencies. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- The paper under conadera- 
tarv of State for Education and don by the advisory committee 
Employment, highlighted con- acknowledges the “suspicion 
«rn over inconsSencies be- that standards are slowly - even 

h 


lie confidence in the consistency 
of standards across q»atificalion& 
A powerful committee in- 
cluding the heads of the_ agen- 
cies overseeing academic and 
vocational qualifications, 
the School Curriculum and As- 
sessment Authority (SCAA) 
and Lhe National Council for 
Vocational Qualifications 
(NCVQ), is examining the pro- 
posals. outlined in a paper seen 
by The Independent. 


subconsciously - being eroded 
as awarding bodies compete for 
business amongst schools and 
colleges jutted pubHcfy by then- 
examination results". 

Schools and colleges anx- 
ious to boost their rating in 
exam league tables may be 
tempted to shop around fo r the 
easier syllabuses in an attempt 
to notch up higher grades, says 
the paper, while awarding bod- 
ies may consider lowering their 
standards “in a bid to improve 
their market share and 
prospects of survival". 

The document includes a pro- 




posal to cut the number of 
awarding bodies to three. 

Schools and colleges would 
then be made to choose one of 
the three bodies, ending the free 
market which allows individual 
subject departments to select 
their preferred syllabus. That 
proposal, if adopted, could 
cause deep dissent within in- 
stitutions as subject depart- 
ments battled for their 
preferred exam board. 

George Tbmbull of the As- 
sociated Examinations Board 
said- “You would certainly leave 
some teachers and departments 


feeling dissatisfied. Whatever 
way you look at it this is taking 
away choice." 

Another suggested change is 
greater cooperation between 
awarding bodies in the process 
of standards-settmg to ensure 
consistency in questions and 
marking. 

Mrs Shephard has said she 
will stop short of creating a sin- 
gle exam board, but the award- 


at the prospect of reform. They 
point out that their numbers 
have already been cut from 24 
to four in under 10 years. 


Relax, drink and 
be merry ... it is 
all good for you 


Glenda Cooper 

Laughing is good for you. 
Drinking makes you laugh. 
Therefore drinking is good for 
you. It sounds like a theory 
dreamed' up in a pub, but Dr 
Geoff Lowe, a psychologist 
from Hull.' has three studies to 
prove it's true. 

As the festive season gets into 

full swing. Dr Lowe will tell the 
British Psychological Society's 
conference in London that 
moderate drinking may benefit 
you because of its ability to 
make you laugh and relax, thus 
lowering stress levels and boast- 
ing the immune system. 

Three separate studies or- 
ganised by the University of Hull 
found that soda! drinkers laugh 
more than those who drink lit- 
tle or not at alL A survey of 332 
people who defined themselves 
as “soda! drinkers” showed they 
used humour and laughter more 
In everyday life than lighter 
drinkers or teetotallers. They 
were more prepared to laugh 
out loud even if no one else 
found a joke amusing. 

“These are people who re- 
garded themselves as social 
drinkers and perhaps who do 
not drink more than 50 units a 
week." raid Dr Lowe. One unit 
is defined as a glass of wine, a 


small beer or a small serving of 
spirits. 

A second experiment under 
laboratory conditions found 
that people drinking two boutes 
of Diamond While strong rider 
laughed 30 to 40 per cent more 
at the first twenty minutes of the 
film Naked Gun than those 
drinking non-alcoholic beer. 

Researchers also observed 
how much young people 
laughed in bars and pubs in 
Hull, Leeds, Sheffield and York. 
Again a similar finding was 
that those drinking seemed to 
be having more fun. 

“Unlike the earlier biological 
and medical studies which sug- 
gested that alcohul has a car- 
diological protective effect, our 
message is that maybe It is 
something to do with the per- 
son's lifestyle and attitude to life 
and the fact that they engage in 
fun and laughter more," Dr 
Lowe said. 

“We are saying perhaps peo- 
ple shouldn't use alcohol as a 
medicine but only as a facilita- 
tor for fun and 1 believe that 
might he the important thing." 

He said that this was not carte 
blanche for raiding the drinks 
cabinet however: “I wouldn't 
necessarily drink more as a 
basis of this research,” he said. 
“I would laugh more." 
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Police to get 
post-disaster 
counselling 

Government to fund debriefing sessions following 
£1.2m court pay-out to Hillsborough officers 


Ian Burred 


Counselling is to be offered by 
the Government to trauma- 
tised police officers involved in 
tragedies such as Dunblane, 
Hillsborough and Lockerbie. 

The HealLh and Safety 
Executive is to fund two police 
forces - Strathclyde Police and 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
- to draw up the plan, which 
may also be adopted by fire and 
ambulance services. 

The move follows the recent 
case of 14 police officers who 
were at the 19S9 Hillsborough 
disaster, in which 96 people 
died, successfully suing South 
Yorkshire Police for £1 .2m for 
the stress they suffered. Police 
involved in the Dunblane 
massacre are also repented to 
be planning legal action for 
compensation. 

The Government hopes that 
by drawing up a standard 
model, which incorporates best 
practice from forces around the 
country, it can limit the likeli- 
hood of such litigation. 

Dr David Courtney, chief 
medical adviser Lo the RUC, 
said: “There are a lot of people 
doing what they believe to be the 
right thing, and there is 
conflicting evidence about the 
use of debriefing." 

New research, revealed in 
The Independent in October, 
shows that instant counselling 
sessions, where disaster victims 
are encouraged to talk about 


what they saw and experienced, 
may actually be counter-pro- 
ductive. 

Researchers in Cardiff and 
Oxford have found that such tac- 
tics may induce post-traumatic 
stress disorder in those who 
otherwise would not have had 
it- Most police forces still use a 
“hot debriefing" system where- 
by officers are encouraged to 
express their emotions, fears and 
anxieties in group therapy 
within 72 hours of the incident. 

The new fin ding s have been 
considered by the Association of 
Chief Police Officers (Acpo) 
joint working group on organi- 
sational health and welfare. 
The group's chairman. Sussex 
Chief Constable Paul White- 
house, has warned senior 
officers in all forces that the hot 
debriefing method may not 
always be appropriate. 

There is also concern over 
cumulative stress in the police 
service. Some 60 per cent of 

E olice retirements are now on 
ealth grounds. Stress levels in 
the police are so high that offi- 
cers could face limits on the 
number of murders, rapes and 
fatal accidents they are allowed 
to investigate. Senior officers will 
consider the future introduction 
of annual stress audits to gauge 
the mental stale of officers by 
tracking the number of critical 
incidents they have been in- 
volved in. 

Operational police work has 
been ranked alongside bomb 


disposal work and piloting an 
airliner as the most stressful of 
occupations. It is considered 
twice as stressful as being a 

lawyer, bank manager or 
Court judge. 

Interviews conducted by re- 
searchers from the University of 
Manchester with Greater Man- 
chester Police revealed that the 
officers who suffer most from 
stress are young, inexperienced 
constables and long-serving 


as, (5 per cent), claimed to 
: suffer from stn 


ol 

never suffer from stress while 70 
per cent admitted that they felt 
stress on a regular basis. 

Police officers ranked dealing 
with riots as their most stress- 
ful task, followed by fatal road 
accidents, rapes, sudden deaths 
and domestic disputes. Howev- 
er, long-term stress is likely to 
arise from more mundane prob- 
lems like poor shift patterns, 
time pressures and disciplinary 
proceedings. Rare moments of 
low-stress were provided by fiQ- 



JeweJin the crown: A 35-carat efianood, one of 12^14 lent by De Beers to recreate the number of stones in the George IVcrown Pholqgaph: Andrew Buurman 



dealing with shop! 

Ian Westwood, vice-chair- 
man of the Police Federation, 
welcomed the recognition in the 
police service of the pressures 
that officers were under. He 
pointed out that police had also 
developed their own methods of 
reducing stress such as the blade 
humour which was invariably 
used when describing traumat- 
ic operations to colleagues in the 
police canteen. 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Cotrespondent 

Further temptation will be un- 
veiled this week at the lower of 
London for the natural succes- 
sors to Colonel Blood and the 
deranged woman who made a 
grab for the Imperial State 
Crown of George I in ISIS. 

Three royal crown frames not 
seen by the public this century 
will go" on display in the Mar- 


tin lower - the 1715 George I 
crown, the Coronation Grown 
of Kihg George TV (1821) and 
the Coronation - Crown of 
Queen Adelaide (1831). 

Alongside the George IV 
crown will be a £2L5m pfle of 
12^314 diamonds, lent by De 
Beers to represent the number 
of diamo nds originally set in the 
frame. Before De Beers and its 
predecessors starting mining 
diamonds in South Africa in the 


1800s, the gems were so costly 
that monarchs generally hired 
a set for their coronation. 
George IV faced a hire charge 
of £65,000. - 

: The “Crowns and Dia- 
monds" permanent exhibition 
which opens to the public on 
Thursday is something of a 
homecoming. For 200 years 
the Martin Ibwer was known 
was the “Jewel Ibwer” because 
from 1669 the regalia were dis- 


played in its lower chamber. 

in 1671, the Ibwer was the 
scene of the only successful at- 
; tempt to steal the Gown jew- 
els. Colonel Blood and his 
accomplices' overwhelmed 
Keeper Thlbot Edwards and 
seized the State Gown, Orb and 
Sceptre. They were caught at- 
. tempting a getaway, but after a 
brief spell in the Tower, Blood 
was pardoned by Charles 13. 

- - The Imperial State Crown of 


George IV was wrenched out of 
shape when a “deranged 
woman” tried to snatch it 
through a grille. It is the oldest 
surviving English state crown. 

The three frames - discard- 
ed by the monarchy more than 
100 years ago - were given 
back to the Queen's collection 
this year by Prince Jefri Bolki- 
ah of Brunei who acquired 
them when he bought Asprey, 
the Bond Street jewellers. 
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Join the movement , switch to Virgin Radio now! 
To listen to the “World’s Best Rock Station" (New 
York Radio Awards) tunc in to Virgin Radio on the 
following frequencies: Nationwide on 1215 and 1197- 
1260amfmw‘ stereo on Sky and cable. London and the 
South East on 1 05 • Sfm stereo. 
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A helping 
hand for 
the abused 

Glenda Cooper 


At the end of a year when The 
Independent has campaigned 
for victims of child abuse to be 
given a voice, we would like you 
to support our Victims of Abuse 
appeal to help children whose 
lives 'have been devastated. 

Our Christinas fund-raiser is 
in support of projects run by the 
National Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelly to Children 
to help children who have been 
abused and to help prevent 
future abuse. 

The NSPCC relies on public 
donations for 85 percent of its 
income. We would like you to 
contribute between now and 
Christmas. Your money will go 



to help projects such as the 
'freephone helpline which takes 
on average mOO a week, the 
London Investigation Ibam 
which works with police and so- 


cial sendees to Investigate pae- 
dophiles and the Kaleidoscope 
project in Newcastle which/ 
treats children who have abused 
other children. 
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insure your car with 


Eagle Star and get a free 
24 hour accident 


recovery service 
Interested? Call 
0800 333 800 
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Accident recovery sarvicaJs avaUabls for ad comprehanalva customers, and for 
Third Party, Pira and Theft custom era where daim^a Is fire or theft related. 
Available In mainland Britain, Me of Man and Channel islands. Phone for a free motor 
Insurance quote weekdays Sam-fipnr, Saturday 9em-2pm. Not avaflable in Northern Ireland. 
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Mandela joins 
summit on 
Zairean crisis 

Prudent Nelson Mandela 
of South Africa joined eighl 
other leaders at a summit in 
Kenya on the crisis in the 
Great Lakes region but 
Zaire, die county at the 
heart of the conflict, stayed 
away. Its absence, apparently 
in protest at what it says is 
Rwandan and Ugandan 
support for a rebellion in the 
east, was a blow to hopes for 
— * — ‘-"—Nairobi 


Mass maitat: Stock investors crowd a brokerage hall in Peking yesterday after market prices fell dramatically; would-be sellers also jammed telephone lines Photograph: Reuters 


Teresa Poole 

Shanghai 


China’s fledgling stockmarkets 
^collapsed yesterday after a 
•^warning from the Communist 
Party that recent frenzied in- 
creases in share prices were 
“abnormal and irrational”. 

The People’s Daily, in a front- 
page commentary, said: “The 
present overheated state of 
China’s share markets makes us 
think of the stock crash in 
America in 1929.” 

The move was a rather clum- 
sier version of what Alan 
Greenspan, the chairman of 
the US Federal Reserve, did to 


American markets earlier this 
year. But as China moves clos- 
er to resuming sovereignty over 
Hong Kong - one of the woricTs 
most important financial centres 
- it will inevitably raise questions 
about the ability of Peking to 
handle modern capitalist insti- 
tutions. 

Within minutes of China's 
two exchanges opening for busi- 
ness in Shanghai and Shen- 
zhen, most shares had dropped 
the fill! 10 per cent maximum 
allowed under anew rule which 
came into effect yesterday to 
limit daily movements. Panic- 
stricken small investors queued 
outside share-trading offices 


around the country desperately 
trying to sell shares, but most 
were unable to offload their 
stock before tradiog was halt- 
ed. In Shanghai, phones at 
stockbrokers were jammed with 
calls from would-be sellers. 

“The government’s cheated 
us,” one man shouted to foreign 
reporters outside a Peking 
share-trading company, after 
faffing to sell bis shares. 

The number of shareholders 
in China has doubled this year 
to more than 21 million. Most 
of the new investors entered the 
market over the past few 
months, enticed by soaring 
share prices. Losing money is a 


new experience for them and 
the government’s attempt to 
cool speculation also risks 
marking a wave of anger among 
the smaller punters. Most mar- 
ket analysts expected further 10 
percent fans today and maybe 
again later this week. 

Chinese investors are al- 
lowed to buy so-called “A” 
shares, which until the recent 
set 


in Shenzhen, and doubled in 
Shanghai Over the past month, 
that boom had spurred a surge 
in hard-currency denominated 
“B” shares, which are officially 
restricted to foreign buyers, 
but are increasingly purchased 


on the sly by local investors. 
Shanghai B shares had jumped 
SO per cent since 21 November, 
and Shenzhen B shares aboul 
100 per cent, before the nose- 
dive started. 

' The People’s Daily article, 
trailed the night before on na- 
tional television, warned in- 
vestors that the government 
would not step in to help if the 
markets plunged. It told the 
public that the safest place to 
put its money was in the bank. 

Many stockbrokers and ana- 
lysts said the tone of the article 
was unduly harsh. “This is very, 
very disappointing and outra- 
geous,” said one. 


The government experiment 
with stock exchanges, which 
started in 1990, has been 
deemed a success as Chinese 
companies were forced to pro- 
duce increasingly accurate and 
regular financial statements, 
and could also use the market 
to raise funds for expansion. For 
investors it provided an alter- 
native to bank savings especially 
when interest rates, as this year, 
were cut 

■Peking (Reuters) — Chinese 
Premier Li Peng yesterday for- 
mally appointed shipping tycoon 
Tung Chee-hwa as the first 
post-colonial chief executive of 
Hong Kong. 


ft' 

Bosnansfail 
to get hone 

Fewer than a third of the 
expected 870,000 Bosnians 
were ahjfefo return home in 
the first year of peace in the 
country, a UN-sponsored 
meeting heard. Sadako 
Ogata, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
said a big push should be 
made to increase the flow of 
refugees back next spring as 
long as it was safe, even if 
they wanted to slay in host 
counties. “Involuntary 
return is not excluded,” she 
said. AP- Genera 

Corsican hard 
man gives up 

Francois Santoni, Corsica's 
best-known hardline 
separatist leader, 
surrendered hours after 
olice arrested his woman 
iend. He heads the legal 
wing of the outlawed 
FLNC-Cana] Historique, 
held responsible for dozens 
of bomb attacks. 

Reuter -Ajaccio 

Dictator escapes 
death sentence 

The death sentence on the 
former president Chun Doo 
Hwan, imposed for a 1979 
coup and massacre of 
demonstrators, was 
commuted to life 
imprisonment. As the former 
military dictator was led out 
of the Seoul Appellate Court, 
cries of “Murderer!” and 
screams of outrage rang out 
as opponents voiced their 
disbelief.AP - Seoul 


Mafia bemfcang 
suspect found 
hanged in cell 

Giuseppe Biondo, 39, a 
suspects in the 1992 
assassination of anti-Mafia 
prosecutor Paolo Borsellino, 
was found hanging from a 
bedsheel in his cell, an 
apparent suicide. He was 
arrested last month on 
charges of supplying the 
remote -control device used 
to blow up Borsellino and 
five bodyguards. 

A P- C ahani s sdta, Sicily 

100 killed in 
Somali clash 

Rival factions fought for a 
third day r unnin g in the 
Somali capital, taking the 
death-toll to nearly 100 in the 
clashes between the forces of 
Hussein Aideed and Osman 
Hassan AJi Alto. 

Reuter -Mogadishu 

Hitrsquad claim 
resurfaces 

A Spanish paper published 
leaked papers purporting to 
prove the former Socialist 
administration set up 
death-squads which waged a 
“dirty war** against Eta 
Basque rebels in the 1980s. 
Reuter- Madrid 

Minister quits 
inStasirow 

Grete Faremo, Norway's Oil 
and Energy Minister, 
resigned over a scandal in 
which the intelligence 
service sought information 
from files of the former East 
German Stasi security police 
on an investigator, Berge 
Fuire, a former left-wing 
politician. Reuter - Osh 

Russian soldiers 
sell blood 

The Russian military is so 
dispirited and Impoverished 
that officers have been forced 
to sell their blood to afford 
basic necessities, the Defence 
Minister, Igor Rodionov, 
said in an interview. 

Reuter -Moscow 


Turks pour cold water on 
Rifkind’s Cyprus mission 


Tony Barber 

\ Nicosia 


The Foreign Secretary, Malcolm 
Rjfkind, expressed hope yes- 
terday that 1997 could be the 
year for a breakthrough in 
ibe Cyprus dispute, but quickly 
ran into opposition from, the 
Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf 
Denktash. 

Mr Denktash told him that 
the Turkish Cypriots wanted to 
treat next year as “a year of op- 
portunity for settling the Cyprus 
problem” but that the issue 
should not be linked to Cyprus's 
application to join the European 
Union. 

“Cyprus's membership of the 
EU should be a matter for a ref- 
erendum after the Cyprus prob- 
lem has been solved,” Mr 
Denktash said. His remarks 
appeared to be a rebuff to 
Britain and other EU countries 
which are hoping to use 
Cyprus's membership bid as 
way of accelerating progress to- 
wards a settlement. 

Mr Rifkind, the first British 
Foreign Secretary for more than 



Malcolm Rifkind: Warning 
over military build-up 

30 years to make an official vis- 
it to Cyprus, held separate talks 
with Mr Denktash and Glafcos 
derides, the president of the 
internationally recognised gov- 
ernment of Cyprus. 

"As one looks at the issues, 
one is conscious that they are dif- 
ficult but they are not insuper- 
able,” Mr Rifkind said. “I think 
that there is real scope for 
progress and that 1997 ought to 
be the year in which perhaps a 
breakthrough will be made.” 


However, he warned that with 
30,000 Tntish troops on Cyprus 
and a military build-up taking 
place in the Greek Cypriot- 
controDed south, there was a 
grave danger that further mili- 
tarisation of the island could pre- 
vent diplomatic progress. “The 
amount of military hardware ... 
is dangerously high,” he said. 

United Nations peace-keep- 
ing troops said there had been 
a noticeable rise in tensions in 
the UN-patrolled buffer zone 
on the island since last summer, 
when the worst dashes since 
1974 broke out between Greek 
mid Tbrkish Cypriots. One UN 
officer said there were at least 
two to three incidents every day. 
sometimes involving shooting. 

Mr Clerides said he was will- 
ing to enter into direct talks next 
year with Mr Denktash, for 
the first time since 1994, but that 
such negotiations would have to 
be well prepared. Among the 
key issues are those of sover- 
eignty, security and territorial 
exchanges- 

Mr CJerides insists Cyprus 
must be a single state with 


undivided sovereignty for in- 
ternational purposes, but Mr 
Denktash wants to retain sov- 
ereignty for his self-proclaimed 
Tbrkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus which no country except 
Turkey recognises. Mr Clerides 
also wants international security 
guarantees for Cyprus induc- 
ed in a settlement, and a return 
to Greek Cypriot rule of some 
parts of the northern third of 
the island seized by Turkish 
forces in 1974. 

The basic framework for a 
settlement - a bizonal, bicom- 
iminal federation with guaran- 
teed rights for both sides - is 
already in place. But Mr 
Rifkind said: “You cannot re- 
verse thirty years of disap- 
pointments overnight” 

A senior adviser to Mr 
derides said that the key to 
successful talks nest year lay 
with Turkey just as much as with 
Mr Denktash. 

“There must be a spirit of 
give and take,” he said. “Mr 
Denktash win not move from his 
known positions unless Ankara 
encourages him to do so." 


Netanyahu set to lift siege of 
Ramallah as talks resume 


Eric Silver 
Jerusalem 


Israel and the Palestinians are 
to resume negotiations this 
week on Hebron, the last West 
Bank town still under occupa- 
tion, but there was little opti- 
mism on cither side yesterday 
that they would reach early 
amement on the scheduled re- 
deployment of Israeli troops. 

The Israeli Prime Munster, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, told par- 
liament in Jerusalem that he was 
still waiting for Palestinian 
counter-proposals. He indicat- 
ed however, that Israel would 
soon lift the siege imposed on 
the West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah after Palestinian gunmen 
shot dead a mother and child 
driving to a nearby settlement 
last Wednesday. 


The decision to return to the 
negotiating table was taken 
during a 10 -minute telephone 
conversation on Sunday night 
between Mr Netanyahu and 
the Palestinian leader, Yasser 
Arafat. But Hanan Ashrawi, a 
Palestinian minister who was 
present when Mr Arafat tele-, 
phoned the Prune Minister, 
told foreign correspondents 
yesterday that the prospects 
were still very bad. . 

“They’ve been meeting aa 
nauseam™ she said, "when 

there are talks, there is no sub- 
stance and there are no results.” 
The question was whether there 

was the political will on the Is- 
raeli side - and whether the 
United States was ready to take 
its mediating role seriously. 

The Israelis, for their part, 
blame the Palestinians for need- 


lessly dragging out the Hebron 
talks and accuse them of incit- 
ing a new round of violence. The 
Palestinians' main concern is to 
ensure that the Likud govern- 
ment completes the rest of the 
Interim peace accord after 
pulling out of Hebron- 

Under an agreement reached 
with the previous labour gov- 
ernment, Israeli troops were 
supposed to have redeployed in 
March, but the withdrawal was 
postponed after an epidemic of 
suicide bombings inside Israel by 

fe i ftpyV militan t- Israel wants to 
enhance the security of the 450 
settlers living in the centre of 
Hebron among 150,000 Arabs. 
The Palestinians insist the terms 
cannot be renegotiated. Only 
their implementation, they say, 
is open to discussion. 

The Palestinians are also de- 


manding that Mr Netanyahu 
drop plans to expand Jewish set- 
tlements on the West Bank and 
Arab East Jerusalem. Dr 
Ashrawi yesterday condemned 
last Friday’s decision to restore 
incentives for settlers to make 
their homes there. “Land for 
peace,” she said, “is the very 
essence of the peace process.” 

Washington seems to agree, 
and is urging Mr Netanyahu to 
think again. Three former sec- 
retaries of state - James Baker, 
Lawrence Eagleburger and 

Cyrus Vance -appealed to him 

yesterday not to jeopardise all 
that had been achieved over two 
. decades of peacemaking. “Such 
a tragic result,” they wrote, “will 
threaten the security of Israel, 
the Palestinians and friendly 
Arab countries, and will damage 
US interests in the Middle East.” 
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Mise en Seine: Two visitors passing the BIbliothhque Nationals, which President Chirac will officially open tonight 77m building, comprising four L-shaped grey towers, is meant to represent open books 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


It was conceived as the “biggest 
and most modern library in 
the world". As its four towers 
grew our of the urban wasteland 
by the Seine, it was scornfully 
referred to by Parisians as the 
Tris Grande Bihiiolhfique (very 
big library) or TGB, a play on 
the name "of the country's super- 
fast inter-city express, theTGV 
(Train a Grand Vitesse), a 
name which has stuck. 

Now, its enemies say, it is a 
white elephant, old before it is 
fully finished: its friends laud it 
as a modem asset for a modem 
city. But from this evening, 
when President Chirac per- 
forms the official opening be- 
fore a crowd of national cele- 
brities and city dignitaries, ii mil 
be the Francois Mitterrand li- 
brary. the national library of 
France, and the second biggest 
library in the world after the US 
Library of Congress. 

Yesterday, however. Jess than 


24 hours before the official 
opening, this great national 
project seemed far from fin- 
ished. Workmen were ham- 
mering, painting and wiring in 
the depths of the broad, wood- 
lined corridors. As the library’s 
chairman, Jean Favicr. and its 
architect, Dominique Perrault, 
shepherded groups around the 
inaugural exhibition on ency- 
riopaedism, trade union repre- 
sentatives put on a rival show 
to complain about inadequate 
safety facilities and staffing. 

ft was an appropriate conflict 
to herald the library's opening. 
Everything a bout the project has 
been controversial since the 
late President Mitterrand an- 
nounced it on the fust Bastille 
Day of his second term in office 
(1988). Everything, that is, ex- 
cept its purpose. Existing na- 
tional library facilities were 
universally acknowledged to be 
inadequate: even academicians 
had to queue from early morn- 
ing to get a seat and no one 
knew exactly how many books 


Scale of two cities’ grandiose plans for a national centre of learning 



BIBL10THEQUE NATIONALS 


THE BRITISH LIBRARY 


Mitterrand: Civic memorial 


Announced: By President Mitter- 
rand 14 July, 1988. Building start- 
ed in 1991. Mitterrand opened bare 
buildings on 30 March 1995, short- 
ly before end of his second term. 
Completed: Public areas completed 
December 1996. Today, President 
Chirac officially opens library. On 20 
December, first areas open to pub- 
lic. Capacity: Originally designed to 
hold five million volumes, but it was 
soon derided that this was ter too few. 
It will start with 10 million and will 
eventually be able to accommodate 
30 million. Cost Ffr8bn (£950m). 
Size: 7.5 hectares (18-5 acres). 


Announced: In 1978 by the then Sec- 
retary of State for Education, Shirley 
Williams. Building work began in 
1982. Architect Colin St John Wil- 
son has been working on the design 
since 1962. Completed: The first 
books were moved In on 2 Decem- 
ber 1996. Readers will be admitted 
in November 1997. The library will 
not be fully open until June 1999. 
Capacity: Scholars demanded capacity 
for 25 million volumes. However, be- 
cause of cuts, there Is now only room 
for 12 million. Cost Shirley Williams's 
original budget was £11 6m. It now 
stands at £511m. Sbe: 13 acres. 



WflRams: Initiated project 


it possessed. Por a country ihai 
regards itsdf as highly cultivated 
the need for a new library was 
unquestioned. The French were 
also much impressed with the 
American practice of outgoing 
presidents founding libraries. 

Bui that is where the agree- 
ment stopped. Mr Mitterrand 


saw his project as providing 
state-of-the-art library facili- 


ties for all. But experts asked 
whether storing great numbers 
of books might be a thing of the 
past, given the widespread use 
of computers. The library now 
combines on-line facilities with 
the national library collection. 


Then there was the design. It 
is a gigantic rectangle, with 
towers at the four corners in the 
shape of open books. A central 
courtyard with pine trees pro- 
vides roace for “contempla- 
tion". Criticisms have ranged 
from “compact and cold” to 
“monumental on an inhuman 


scale”. Distances are huge, 
prompting questions about how 
long it will take to obtain a book. 
Vast staircases lead to the en- 
trance^ leading one local resi- 
dent to ask how anyone hut the 
hardiest would make the climb. 

Supporters of the bufldmgsay- 
that the design had to be adapt- 


ed to the demands of a library. 
The towers were planned to be 
transparent and to accommo- 
date the book stacks - fait the 
glass is now dulled by wooden 
blinds to keep out the sunKght 
and protect the books, 

- When it was decided that the 
building would house the na- 
tional library coDerion in addi- 
tion to new facilities, capacity 
had to be increased from five 
millioa to more than lOmflKon 
volumes. The towers had to be 
reinforced to cany the weight, 
and their height reduced from 
100m to 90m. This, say some, 
makes the ensemble less im- 
pressive -or, to quote another 
local resident: “they’re not 
beautiful, not ugly, just squat” 
The location, in a godfor- 
saken wasteland of eastern Ruis 
was also questioned. An urban 
development plan was sup- 
posed to revive the whole area, 
but this has since been pared 
down and is now frozen. A new 
metro line was planned to link 
the library ate with the city cen- 


now until the summer _ 

at the earliest. So it stands, wind- 
swept and alone, awaiting its 
first readers. The public refer- 
ence rooms will open their 
doors on Friday. The specialist 
research section, however, on 
the “garden floor” will not be 
completed until 1998. . 

Since last year, when the in- 
terior was a cold, empty shell, 
that looked more like a theatre 
for totalitarian rallies than it li- 
brary, there has been progress. 
The computers are (mealy) 
wired up, there are books 
open shelves and there is a ma£ 
sive tapestry, designed byRoy 
1 irhft»n w.fn, m the main bafl. 

But when he pronounces the 
edifice “the Eran^OK Mitter- 
rand library”, Mr Chirac will be 
delivering a backhanded com- 
ptiment. Whether it becomes a 
flourishing cultural centre or a 
lavish eccentricity, as.its p 
noots believe, it wul forever 
tiie late president's name. 

Malcolm Bradbms jwgeJL3 
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has kept to the storyline 


Dominique Perrault’s library 
is a structural tour de force, an 
architectural conundrum and 
not a very pleasant place to be. 

Dwarfed, tbe visitor chmbs 36 
narrow and steep steps from the 
street to reach a pranie-like pi- 
azza marked on its of its four 
corners by four identical and 

erajioo^tecMa^^intiiese, 
shaded from daylight by a web 
of wooden louvres. 

If it seems perverse to bouse 
precious books in sky-scraping 
glass towers, it is: Perrault has 
courted controversy with a de- 
sign that must have looked en- 
ticing on the drawing-board, but 
is quite batty in practice. It 
seems even stranger, haring 
climbed up to the library’s great 
podium, to be forced downstairs 
and underground to find the 
reading rooms. Stairs, escalators 
and lifts lead down to corridors 
that seem infinitely long (180 
yards in fact) ana daunting. 
These lead to a long sequence 
of grey concrete “salons*, each 
lined in all but irreplaceable 
African veneers; there is no 
grand reading room and little 
sense of pleasure. 

One might wonder why this 
gratuitous exercise in menu- 
mental structural symmetry was 
ever commissioned, given the 
fact that more and more peo- 
ple are “accessing” libraries 
through desk-top computers at 
home. This, however, « not the 
point: toe fibraxy is an all too ris- 
ible symbol of French learning 
and culture and its perversity 
can only make it famous, if not 
loved. 

The British library, its cross- 
channel sibling, is unloved too 
and has been for many years. 
Perhaps this is because it has 
taken so long to get off the 
ground; perhaps it is because its 
earnest and bricky architectur- 
al style, designed by Colin St 
John Wilson & Partners, has 
long gone out of fashion; per- 
haps it is because readers win 
miss the stupendous domed 
Victorian reading room of the 
existing British Library and all 
but hidden in the central court- 
yard of the British Museum; 
perhaps it is because the fibrary 
is expensive (tbe most costly of 
all British buildings past and 
present) and has fallen foul of 


The new British Library may not 
be much outside, but it is a better 
building, writes Jonathan Glancey 


technical fa u lts and other far- 
ragos during its painfully slow 
construction. 

Tbe Prince of Wales unkmdfy 
described the British Library as 
looking like a secret-police 
headquarters; it doesn’t, of 
course: it looks tike a riant mu- 
nicipal building t hat hac made 
its way from Scandinavia, hav r 
ing crashed headfirst through an 


Charles, and many 
other critics, should have re- 
served their catty comments 
until they had seen the interi- 
or of tins beautifully crafted 
butf rffng- When complete, the 
great lobby, with its its lofty and 
layered ceilings, wifl be one of 
the greatest dvic spaces this 
country has to show. No, it will 
not be fashionable or daring Bfar: 
Perrault’s Parisian fofly, but it 
exudes quality, reassurance and, 
in an age of electronically re- 
trieved information, a sense of 
what a Ifinary is there for. A li- 
brary, as tbe fteneb hare obvi- 
ously agreed, is much more 
than a storehouse of books. If 
ft is no more than that, then 
both toe Bench and the British 


might have built giant ware- 
houses somewhere along their 
national motorway networks 
and connected them to sub- 
scribers via the Internet. 

No; great libraries are built 
as evident symbols of national 
culture and the long accumu- 
lation of great learning and 
books and manuscripts that are 
often lovely to the touch as well 
as fascinating to read They are 
places to meet, to watch other 
people and to bask in the vir- 
tual presence of those great 
minds that have sat and studied 
as we at and study, virtual 
mods because these are with us 
in libraries, stacked in volumes 
that line miles of shelves. 

Tbe sheer tactile quality of 
tbe spaces and rooms inside the 
British Library will bring their 
own reward when the great 
reading public discovers them 
in the next year or three. Tbe 
British library is a building we 
will come to respect, if not to 
love,, whilst Perrault’s Trhs 
Grande Biblioto&que (TGB) 
fa in danger of neither being 
loved nor respected. It fa too 
dever a design by. ha if too 



User-friendly: Tbe new British Library which, in contrast to its counterpart fn Paris, jtt* 
good communication finks and exudes more of a sense of what a library is for 
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tre, but this will not be ready 
■of 1998 





daunting and too wasteful of 
rare and endangered hard- 
woods to win our minds, let 
alone our hearts. 

In urban-pfenning terms, too, 
the British library fa, despite its 
bulk, the gentler of the two 
buSdings. Its location between 
Euston and St Pancras and 
King's Cross stations wiU ensure 
that its readers arrive by pub- 
lic transport Tbe TGB is a hor- 
rid place to arrive on a wet and 
windy day, not least because its 
concealed entrances can only be 
readied after a efimh up the 
stairs of the podium and a trek 
across its exposed top. 

If you think either of these 
monumental national libraries 
not a little mad, consider toe 
case of the up-and-coming new 
£170m library at Alexandria: a 
giant cylinder rising above the 
atyfa eastern harbour, its foun- 
dations are being dug deep 
into the water. Books and wa- 
ter: a sound basis fora library? 

Perhaps we can work more 
effectively from home at com- 
puterscreens, but libraries, es- 
pecially grand libraries, are as 

are olfcivic romance and cul- 
tural pride. Critkase them ly all 

means, but, secretly, those of us 

who love toe quiet and secret 
drama of major libraries w fflbe 

’ 'ng our seats -in Paris from 

m London, from 2000. 
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Clinton’s 


jaws into 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington . 

They could hardly be more dif- 
ferent: the cool, pin-striped 
Republican prosecutor, and the 
ranting, bluejean-clad Democ- 
rat political consultant. And 
now Kenneth Starr and James 
Carvflle are adversaries in a 
battle that would be comic were 
the stakes not so high - Mr 
Starr's independent counsel 
\ investigation of President Bill 
■ Clinton and the First Lady. 

Jhroughout a recent career 
whjch has taken Him from a key 
rare in Mr Clinton's 1992 elec- 
tion campaign to a marriage 
with an equally belligerent Re- 
publican political operative. 
Maty Matalin, Mr Carville has 
always had the knack of getting 
himself talked about Rarefy 
though has he generated as 
much verbiage as now. 

Hardly was the 1996 election 
over than he embarked on a 
new mission: an unholy war 
against Mr Starr, held by Mr 
Carville to be an ambitious, self- 
seeking Republican bent on 
bringing down the Clinton pres- 
idency by fair means or foul To 
stop LhaL happ ening, the con- 


sultant announced he was set- 
ting up an organisation to 
attack Mr Starr. 

The reaction was predictable: 
media and political uproar, 
accusations that Mr Carrille’s 
campaign against- an indepen- 
dent federal prosecutor 
amounted to an obstruction of 
justice - all fuelled by Mr din- 
ton’s reluctance to publicly dis- 
avow his quarrelsome former 
aide. In fact, the presidential si- 
lence was predictable, given 
Mr CEnton’s complaints that Mr 
Starr was “out to get him’'. 

Ms Matalin was not going to 
let a happy marriage get in the 
way of some old-fashioned De- 
mocrat-bashing. Her husband, 
she told Fox TV, was “a froth- 
ing, rabid dog’', acting as a front 
man far the President. ^ Tb which 
Mr Carville commented: “I 
went home and bit her.” 

Obscured by this vaudeville 
is an issue that increasingly 
troubles constitutional experts 
and less partisan politicians: 
that the institution of the spe- 
cial counsel, set up to cope with 
the unique case of Watergate, 
had been devalued and turned 
into a cheap party political 
weapon. 




Women 
still face 
abuse at 
US ‘male 
citadel’ 

Rupert ComweU 

Barely a year after it was forced 
to admit women for the first 

time, the Chadd military college 

in Charleston, South Carolina, 
has suspended a cadet and 
three student officers for the al- 
leged "hazing” - systematic hu- 
miliation - of two first year 
female cadets. 

In a case which now involves 
both the state police and the 
FBI, the women - among four 
currently enrolled at the Citadel 
- were sprayed with inflamma- 
ble liquid and their clothes set 
on fire. Neither was injured in 
the incident, but the two had 
previously suffered threats of 
violence and physical abuse, 
college officials said. 

Such "hazing" is technically 
against college rules. In fact, 
however, the practice is 
ingrained in the culture of an 
institution which always prided 
itself on the supposedly 


Dogged loyalty: James Carville, his wife Mary Matalin and baby. After her TV attack he ‘went home and bit her' Photograph: K CampbeH/Liaison 


Opinions are mixed os the 
merits of the Carville enterprise. 
For some, an overdue spotlight 
has been turned on a process 
that no longer works; others ar- 
gue that his partisan antics 
have onfy obscured the issue 
and delayed real reform. 

Even Archibald Cox, the Wa- 
tergate special prosecutor fixed 
by President Nixon in 1973, be- 


lieves the system must be 
ri mngfrH by Irmiting such in- 
vestigations to a tiny handful of 
the country’s topmost officials 
and to offences committed in of- 
fice - not, as in the case of 
Whitewater, to events back in 
Arkansas a decade or more be- 
fore Mr Clinton entered the 
White House. As well as the 
President, three other past and 


present Cabinet officers are 
the object of prosecutions, also 
for alleged wrongdoing that 
does not remotely measure up 
to Watergate. 

Like almost every other crit- 
ic of the system. Mr Cox advo- 
cates strict restrictions to 
prevent open-ended “fishing 
expeditions”. The Whitewater 
probe, for instance, bas already 


lasted three years (longer than 

(n6m^f^t no charges have 
been levelled against Mr Clin- 
ton. Several of those who have 
been tried and convicted were 
punished for crimes only dis- 
tantly related to the land deal 
“scandal". 

Mr Starr, meanwhile, con- 
tinues imperturbably about his 


business. Nobody beyond his 
staff, and certainly not Mr 
Carville, knows when, or even 
if, further indictments will 
come. It is considered unlike- 
ly, however, that he would press 
charges against Mrs Clinton, let 
alone her husband, without 
overwhelming proof of guilt 
on an issue that ordinary Amer- 
icans can understand. 



America’s parents possessed by Elmo mania 


Hair today: Tickle for a third 
time and it squeals 


David Us borne 

New York 

It's official: the 1996 Christmas 
Craze Award in the kiddies* toy 
category (United States and 
Canada) is awarded to a stuffed 
toy in deep crimson with bug 
eyes and bright nose recognis- 
able to fans of Sesame Street as 
Elmo . Onfy this guy likes to 
have his turnmy rubbed and 
goes by“Tickle Me Ebno". 


This furry stroke of market- 
ing brilliance has amply mea- 
sured up to the award’s usual 
high standards. 

With eight days until Christ- 
mas, it is absolutefy unavailable 
and the mere mention of it trig- 
gers general hysteria. Past win- 
ners have included Cabbage 
Patch Dolls, Transformers and 
Power Rangers. 

A runner-up this year (as this 
frustrated correspondent and fa- 


ther can confirm) is the IhBdng 
Woody doll made popular by 
the wm Toy Story . Buzz 
Ligjbtyear dolls (winner, Unit- 
ed Kingdom), by contrast, are 
an easy find here. 

Tickle Me Elmo's perfor- 
mance is this: tickle it once and 
it giggles, tickle a second time 
and yon hear: “Oh no, that tick- 
les”. Indulge your sadistic im- 
pulses fora third tickle and the 
doll vibrates and squeals. 


The toy has captured the 
requisite rush of media atten- 


the front page of the Wau Street 
Joumars Marketplace section 
yesterday? Tickle Me Elmo’s. It 
is a serious commodity, after all, 
that is priced at $29 (£18) bat 
can be sold at over a grand. 

A fresh story ofEImo-mania 
lands almost daily. At the week- 
end, an assistant in a W&LMart 
superstore in Canada ended up 


in hospital after being trampled 
at 3 o’clock in the morning by 
some 300 frenzied parents at- 
tracted by a middle-of-the-nighl 
special Elmo sale. 

Last week, the news wires 
bombarded us with the Florida 
grandmother who paid $3,500 . 
for a single Tickle Me Elmo in 
a live auction held by her local 
radio station. The woman had 
no child in mind feat mightwant 
the doll but, like all Americans 


by now, she knew she simply hod 
to have one. In New York, 
mothers have been seen chas- 
ing toy lorries in case fresh Elmo 
supplies are concealed within. 
In Britain, SeJfridges had 40 but 
one American bought them 
immediately. 

The toy's maker, Tyco, is, 
shall we say, tickled. It originally 
planned production of about 
300,000 dolls but has now 
upped that to one million. 


character-forming qualities of 
the harsh treatment inflicted on 
new entrants in their first year. 

But in 1995 the traditions of 
a century and a half were turned 
in their head, when the slate- 
supported Citadel bowed to a 
Supreme Court decision that its 
previous men -only policy was 
unconstitutional. After a two 
year legal struggle. Shannon 
Faulkner. Lhe woman who had 
brought the original case 
against the college, was 
admitted as a resident, full-time 
cadet. 

Although she dropped out 
after just five days, complaining 
of the strain and isolation of 
being the only woman, four 
more enrolled in 1996. They pa- 
rade and study with their male 
counterparts, but live in sepa- 
rate quarters and have been 
excused some of the physically 
toughest tr ainin g disciplines. 
The FBI has been brought in 
because the two cadets’ civil 
rights may have been violated. 

According to a Citadel 
spokesman, the women did not 
initially report the dothes-bum- 
ing incident, which took place 
a month ago, to the college au- 
thorities. But now that a probe 
has belatedly begun, more sus- 
pensions could be on the way, 
officials said. 


Litter laws sweep LA drug 
dealers off the streets 


Tim Cornwell 

Los Angeles 

Prosecutors in Los Angeles, in 
their latest attempt to break the 
power of the city's gangs, have 
rolled out a novel legal weapon; 
they are suing gang members in 
civil court for everything from 
loitering to littering. 

There is no prospect of 
wringing damages from the 
Crips or the Bloods. But sym- 
pathetic judges arc granting 
injunctions that proscribe a 
wide range of gang activities, 
and have effectively given po- 
lice broad new powers of arrest. 


Los Angeles, like many ma- 
jor American cities, bas seen a 
significant drop in its murder 
rates in the last two years. But 
gang killing s now account for 
nearly half the homicides in LA 
County and are among the 
most difficult to solve. One ris- 
ing power is the 18th Street 
gang, a cross-racial gang with a 
loose-knit membership esti- 
mated at 20,000 and linked to 
154 killings in the last decade. 

Thirteen alleged leaders of 
the Mexican mafia, la Erne (the 
M) are on trial in a Los Ange- 
les court. La Erne, which start- 
ed as a prison gang, is said to 


have taken control of several 
hundred Hispanic street gangs, 
levying “taxes" on drug rales. 

Fresh evidence of the g ang s’ 
criminal dout bas driven new ef- 
forts in places like Pasadena, cm 
the north-eastern edge of the 
city, where the Pasadena Den- 
ver Lanes gang, a Blood off- 
shoot, until recently held sway. 

Local prosecutors sued and 
won an injunction against 35 
TDIT members, naming them 
as a ‘‘public nuisance". It barred 
them from riding bikes, carry- 
ing pagers, cellular phones, and 
two way radios. Other injunc- 
tions have banned the wearing 
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of gang colours, loitering and 
drinking in the street 
Earlier this autumn, three 
dozen members of the Lennox 
13 gang in central Los Angeles 
were roused from their beds at 
5am by police officers. Proba- 
bly expecting to be hauled off 
in handcuffs, they were served 
with a 400-sheet stack of legal 
documents. “They were dazed 
and confused," said Kevin Ross, 
the prosecutor who obtained an 
injunction in the Lennox case. 
“They understand what it is to 
be arrested for shooting some- 
one. This was something they 
had no idea how to react to.” 

McDonald’s 
serves up 
a slice 
of history 

Downey, California (AP) — 
Customers lined up before sun- 
rise for the first burgers, fries 
and shakes served by the new- 
ly restored, oldest McDonald's 
restaurant in the world. 

The eatery - restored to its 
original red and white tiles and 
“Speedee” sign - was first 
opened on 18 August 1953, but 
was closed in 1994 because of 
damage from an earthquake. 

The neon Speedee, a smiling 
chef perched atop a 60-foot-tall 
arch, was a source of civic pride 
| in the community 15 miles 
southeast of Los Angeles. Pre- 
servationists battled to save the 
landmark, and the company 
eventually gave in and drop- ped 
its plans to close iL 
“We wanted to do the right 
thing for the comm unity of 
Downey and out of respect for 
our heritage,” said Jeff 
Schwartz, a regional vice pres- 
ident for McDonald’s Coip. 

Like the original, it has no in- 
door seating. There is outdoor 
seating for 100. A campaign to 
preserve the stand gained steam 
m 1994. when the National 
Thist for Historic Preservation 
declared it one of the country's 
11 most endangered landmarks { 
and “an authentic icon of con- j 
temporary American life.” j 
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obituaries / gazette 


Sir Laurens van 




Laurens van der Post was, 

above all. a pathfinder. Like his 
friend Carl Jung, with whom he 
was dose from the late Forties 
until the Swiss psychiatrist died 
in 1961. he was an explorer of 
the world within and without. 

An those who reaBy read van 
der Post or came into contact 
with him can bear witness to his 
understanding, his generosity, 
hs forgiveness, he unfailing kwe 

and friendship- He had not 
only a unique experience and 
flair, but also an extraordinary 
intuition, verging on clairvoy- 
ance, as well as a gift for em- 
pathy. an idealism, spirituality, 
passion and dash of romanti- 
cism. His life and his numerous 
activities on so many different, 
levels spanned almost the whole 
of the 20th century and coin- 
cided with some of the most cru- 
cial events of our world history 
and culture. 

He remained intellectually 
active right up until his death 
and will be remembered as 


a bush woman and lived an 


open-air life, sleeping outside in 
both summer and winter. His 


parents were away a great deal 
and his father, a local politician, 
died when he was seven. 

These formative years per- 

help emlain van der Post's 

lifelong desire to root himself 
m the African experience and 
to make the histoiy of the abo- 
riginal African not only his 
own, but that of all mankind. “I 
havenot been to a continent or 

stand from East to West," he 
said, “where I have not found 
flat when men &H asleep some- 
thing fike the Bushman awakes 
and beckons him.'’ 

And van der Post was never 
prepared to limit bis horizons 
merely to Afrikaoerdom. The 
only one of the children not to 
go to university, he became 
the first Afrikaner journalist to 
write for the NatalAdvertiser in 
Durban. His first book, In A 
Province, though subsequently 


probably the most popular Jun- 
ejan thinker of his day, cham- 


overahadowed by novels such as 


pioD of the Kalahari bushmen 
and a philosopher who had 
considerable influence over the 
future King. Prince Charles, 
and enjoyed the rare confi- 
dence of Margaret Thatcher. 

He had trust and faith in his 
fellow humans, he who had 
suffered so much and nearly 
died from torture or threats of 
execution at the hands of the 
Japanese soldiers in Java dur- 
ing the Pacific War. Above all 
he believed in the healing pow- 
ers of life and love and for- 
giveness (he always refused to 
participate in the proceedings 
of the Tokyo Tribunal at the end 
of the Second World War). As 
he often stressed, speaking of 
churches, parties and all di- 
nosaurs, one should constant- 
ly try to forgive and to care as 
much for the sinner and the 
sinned against the friend and 
partner as for the enemy. For 
it is the only way to beai, to 
make whole, to grow, to 
progress. The French grand- 
mother of his father used to 
warn him: “Always remember, 
all men tend to become that 
which they oppose.” 

He explained the meaning he 
wanted to give his life in con- 
versations with me recorded in 
A Walk with a White Bushman 
(1986): 

I have tried to utfcf no heed of the 
morrow - not m an irresponsible way 
but as an act of trust in a life given 
in trust. In that sense I go from day 
to day, and although I hwe the instant 
I have a sense of immense distance 
and a great open horizon in front of 
me. It seems that the footsteps are 
extremely important and that, if I 
look after die footsteps, the miks will 
take care of themselves. 


Ibym 

Abut Paten's Cry die Beloved 


Country, was the first written by 
a South African against racial 


it was publisl 

in 1934, by Virginia Woolf, van 
der Post had already been mar- 
ried for she years to Maijorie 
Wendt, with whom he had two 
children but whom he later di- 
vorced in the aftermath of the 
Second World War, a harrow- 
ing period of his life. “ I stank 
of war for so long," he said, 
“that, like many men, I found 
it difficult to return to normal 
domestic life.” He went on to 
many the writer Ingaret Gifford 
in 1949. 

Van der Post had joined the 
British army in 1939 and was 
captured by the Japanese in 
Java in 1943. Held in a 
prisoner-of-war camp he was 
tortured and placed under con- 
stant threat of death. His knowl- 
edge of Eastern culture and of 
the Japanese language, ac- 
quired during the 1920s, prob- 
ably saved him. On one 
occasion in the prison camp, 
when British prisoners of war 
were suffering a savage beating 
at the hands of their Japanese 
guards, it suddenly came to 
him that he should volunteer to 
be beaten twice. “It was as if I 
had become another person,"he 
later wrote. “1 hardly felt the 
Hekc and blows.” Presenting 
himself a second lime so dis- 



tal der Post *1 have tried to tale no heed of the morrow - not In an braspcraMe way; but «s an act of tract In m Bf» 0*an in tno** 


Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


were to ensure our survival. In 
this painful search for greater . 
meaning we, the vanishing ip 

Bedouins, Bushmen or Ti- 
betans, must find a new home 
in this Wasteland we so clever- 

^ R^Afiica which played 
the greatest role on the njmd, 
heart and imagination of van 

der Post, so much so that it 

drew him “deeperinto a pattern 
that was the antithesis of Eu- 
rope and to a significant extent 
made him uniquely of the earth 
an d spirit of Africa . ; 

\hn der Post was, like Con- 
rad's Lord Jim - “ on ? ol 
us” His whole life and works 
are a testimony to the “honour 
of the house” and the fortitude 
of man. Laurens van der Post 
not only told stories, wonderiiti 
stories of all kinds, but he has 
“grown” stories which nourish 

and help to heal and dream. Pa- 
tiently, courageously, because 
he knews the needs, rhythms 
and seasons of the earth as WeD 
as of h ,TTnans - the authorpteni- 
ed seeds into ourwastelandand 
our parched souls while giving 
us a few hints in order to help 
us to do our little human busi-^ 
ness a little better. Again and • 
pprin he invited us to dare to 

make the very firet little step of 

the great journey under, the 
guidance ot let’s say, an ele- 
phant, a baboon, a rhinoceros, 

a whale, a mantis, the Bushman, 
or simply by following a dream 
of something we otherwise 
tended to forget or neglect. 

All his family members and - 
friends have one certainty at 
heart- that Sir Laurens, before 
going back to light, and, like the 
hunter in the Bushman story, 
grasped, at last, one feather of 
the Great White Bird of truth 
in his outworn fingers. 

Jean-Marc Fotifce 




concerted the Japanese that 


After the war, he served as an 
officer on the staff of Lord 
Mountbatten, favourite unde to 
Prince Charles, whom van der 
Post eventually befriended. The 
importance of van der Post was 
marked by the fact that the 
Prince had organised a party at 
his Highgrove residence to cel- 
ebrate his 90th birthday. The 
party was cancelled due to van 
der Post's ill-health. 

Tb Prince Charles, this 
sddier/adventureriphflosopher 


offered access to a vast array of 
the world’s cultures. The South 
African's belief in Jung’s theo- 
ry of the collective subcon- 
scious, the commonality that 
binds humans across cultural 
barriers, fired the Prince’s in- 
terest in multi -culturalism and 
gave him a philosophical frame- 
work for h is ideas, often 
ridiculed, r anging from farming 
to the need for modem Britain 
to embrace religions other than 
Christianity. Van der Post was 
godfather to Prince William. 

His appeal to Margaret 


\fan der Post's unique i 
owed much to his upbringing. 
An Afrikaner, he was bom on 
his parent’s farm in Phflippolis 
in South Africa, the 13th of 15 
children. He was brought up by 


: vision 





lUVjrw^fc. 


In India and the East the 
el ephant Is a symbol of wisdom, 
of the triumph of co-operation 
between the nature* and the 
calculated in man. In the 
Bushman’s world it was not so. 
The elephant was to hfcn what 
the o ne - eye d ti t ans were to 
Odysseus - images of the exag- 
geration and eacess from which 
Ms spirit bad to free fteeff tf 
it were ewer to b ecome sym- 
metrical and stole. So he made 
war on the elephants' - from 
7he Heart of the Hunter, 1961; 
d r awin g by Maurice Wilson 


Thatcher was also consider- 
able. \hn der Past was a thinker 
who not only remained hand- 
some and entertaining in old 
age, bat who espoused a liber- 
tarian phfliosophy which wasin 
keeping with the times. It 
placed the individual firmly 
centre-stage and was combined 
with a fierce suspicion of so- 
cialism, which left him hostile 
even to the charms Nelson 
Mandela. In South Africa itself, 
van der Post’s romantic at- 
tachment to the Zulu warrior 
race Jed him to overlook the 
flaws of Chief Bnthelezi whose 
virtues he preached to Mrs 
Thatcher. Van der Post was 
knighted in 1981. 

In all, be wrote 26 books, in : 
duding The Heart of the Hunter 
(1961) and The Seed and the 
Sower (1963) and finished a vol- 
ume of an autobiography ear- 
lier this year. The Admiral’s 
Baby , which told of the 22 
months he spent in Java after 
his release from the Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp. 

' His role and place in life. 


even, if he was familiar with die 
corridors of power, were, how- 
ever, one of self-employment. 
In his pursuit of always Chang- 
fag and ehiave horizons, van der 
Post never put a limit to his ef- 
forts. Death for him, as an 
African, a believer in God (not 
the god of churches, but of the 
Bible) and a zen-mfused samu- 
rai was only the Mmgofacher- 
ry blossom or a feather. 

Talkmg about death, he said: 
“People who were dose to me 
and have died, come closer. 1 
feel there, near, all the time. It 
s this dear and urgent feefing 
ofneainesswhkfr I find so con- 
vincing. I do not think tbCy 
coukl speaic.to . becans^JL • 
could not possibly understand 
the language of reality beyond 
death, they can only communi- 
cate this nearness, and I 
cherish iL” 

I remember our final meet- 
ing. As usual, there was the fra- 
grance of the bouquet of 
freesias in his study, as well as 
the friendly beckoning of the ‘ 
mantis - the Bushman god - 


and then our farewell, hands in 
hanffe and the bine-eyed stare 
which meant, as usual again, 
“an-revoir”. Then I dosed the 
door on him and his “space 
ship” - as I used to call his flat 
in Chelsea. I was not aware then 
that be was going to pursue, all 
by hims elf; bis never-ending 




‘Rock patottag at women on the 
mania, ' one apparently with 
0 obbfa£-stlck in hand” - from 
The Heart of the Hunter 


travel and quest. Indeed, Lau- 
rens van der Post always rec- 
ommended that we should 
never cease to obey and follow 
the pattern set by the great 
myths such as OdjRseus or the 
quest for the Holy Grafl if we 


Laurens Jan van der Post, writer, 
farmer, soldier, explorer, conser- 
vauoniscbomPhilippoEs, South 
Africa 13 December 1906 ; CBE 
1947; Kt 1 981: books includes In 
a Province 1934, Venture to the 
Interior 1952, A Bar of Shadow 

1952, The ace Beside the 

1953, Flamingo Feather J * 

The Dark Eye in Africa 1953, 
Creative Pattern in Primitive 
Man 1956, The Lost World of 
th e Kalahari 1958, The Heart of 
the Hunter 1961, The Seed mid 
the Sower 1963, Journey info 
Russia 1964, A Portrait of afl the 
Russias 1967, The Hunter and 
the Whale 1967, A Portrait of 
Japan 1968 The Night of the 
New Moot 1970, A Story like 
the Wind 1972, A Ear Off Place 
1974 A Mantis Carol 2975, 
Jung and the Stoiy of Ozzr Time 

1976, Fust Catch Your Eland 

1977, Yet Being Someone Otih 
ex 1982 The Voice of the Thun- 
der 1993; married 1928 Marjorie 
Wendt (died 1995; one daug h te r; 
and one son deceased; montage 
dissolved), 1949 Ingaret Gifford ; 
died London 15 December 1996. 
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Wilf Carter 


Will Carter, aka Montana Slim, 
was one of the last surviving 
links with the early giants of 
country music. A native of 
Nova Scotia, he worked with 
Jimmie Rodgers and the leg- 
endary Carter Family, with 
Bradley Kincaid and Goebel 
Reeves, and became, over a 
Mi-year career, a Canadian 
institution. 

Montana Slim, the sobriquet 
h> w hieh Americans knew him, 
came courtesy of a radio lawyer 
named Meeker. Carter was 
working lor CHS at the time and 
when one day called into Beck- 
ci"s oilkv was (old ituii whilst 
the show was fine his name 


would have to go. Asked if he 
had ever been to Montana, he 
replied in the affirmative. “Wfell, 
you're long, taO and skinny, how 
about Montana Slim?" was the 
response, and it stuck. 

unusually for a country mu- 
sician, Carter actually spent 
part of his early life as a cow- 
boy. Whilst still in his teens he 
headed for Calgary, working the 
prairie farms before moving 
on and hoboing along the Ca- 
nadian-Pacific raflroad. He then 
became a brone’ buster in the 
rodeo before being hired by the 


Birw;«er Transport Co os an en- 
tertainer for its car tv 


“dude 

ranches". Whilst on the trail he 


would practise his yodelling 
technique in the canyons. 

Carter had been fascinated by 
yodelling as a child. At the age 
of 12 he saw a performance by 
an entertainer known as “The 
Yodelling FooT in a revue based 
on Uncle Tam's Cabin and was 
hooked. His later advocacy of the 
form would prove one of his 
most important legacies, influ- 
encing. among others. Slim 
Whitman and Riders in the Sky. 

In 1 933. whilst ai n *ac to New 
York where be was to join a lin- 
er as an on-board entertainer. 
Carter stopped off ar Montre- 
al to audition for RCA Victor. 
In a disused church on Lenoir 


Street, he cut the self-penned 
“My Swiss Mountain Lullaby" 
-its famous echo courtesy of an 
upturned bathtub - and “The 
Capture of Albert Johnson", a 
vivid retelling of the hunt for a 
moun tie-killer. 

On its release, “Lullaby" 
blossomed into the first major 
Canadian country hit and as a 
result in 1934 Carter cut a fur- 
ther 36 tracks for the label in- 
cluding the first song he ever 
wrote, “I Long For Old 
Wyoming", and the topical 
“The Life and Death of John 
Dillmger". By 1938 he had 120 
tides to his credit. 

By now a star on the CBS ra- 


dio network. Carter’s records 
began also to sell well interna- 
tionally, particularly in Aus- 


tralia where bis popularity 
i its fledgling 


proved pivotal to „ „ 
country music industry. Sever- 



VUf Carter Sings 
The Songs of Australia. 

A serious automobile acci- 
dent on 30 April 1940 was to 
prove a major setback, the 
severity of his injuries necessi- 
tating; a nine-year hiatus from 
touring. When be hit the road 
again, it was in the company of 
his daughters and he was grat- 
ified to find that he could sill 


draw large crowds, at leas in his 
homeland. 

Carter recorded protificaDy 
over the years and much of his 
work has been reissned on CD. 
With Victor until 1954, he spent 
five years at Decca under the 
NasariDe recortfing pioneer Paul 
Cohen, before returning to the 
RCA fold and later still catting 


The composer of some 


Hall of Honour, the Cowboy 
Hall of Rune in Oklahoma City 
and the Calgary Horseman’s 
Ha fl of Rune-The last of these 
gave him particular pleasure, as 
did the chance twice to act as 
Grand Marshal of the famous 
Calgary Stampede. Although 
sezzu-retired. WOf Carter con- 
tinued to tour into the 1990s. 

Paul Wadey 


plus songs indodmg “There’s a 
Love 


my La 

“Bluebird On Your Window 
Sir, hi 1971 he was el e c t ed to 
the Nashvifle Songwriters' Hall 
of Fame. He was abo a member 
of the Canadian Country Music 


Wilf Arthur Charles Carter; singer 
guitarist and songwriter bom 
PonWlford, Nova Scotia 18 De- 
cember 1904; married 1936 Bob- 
bie Bryan ( died 1989; two 
dau&aers); died Scottsdale, Ari- 
zona 5 December 1996. 
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Carter; yodefffing 
Photograph: British Archive of ir. 
Country Music >1 
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Lectures 


National (-rilcry: Lynd* Siephem, 
Tniil ruts (iii): Judith and 
lli+‘fcnir«", I pm. 

Vktnno kxI ARwrt MiMeum; Linus? 
U'jics. _ faiCKv“. 2 ~'t 0 pm. 

Talc Gallery: JuMinc Hupkin*. 

iMi’ns nt the Real WurUI (i): the 
IV--Kaphac tiles". Ipm. 

British Ma wic Bjrtara Bread. “lv 
latrut .Archil vi tun: in Bukhara and 

Samarkand". 1.15pm. 

National Portrait CaUn>: Allred 
Harne*. and Susan Mums. “An INth- 
tvniury CoIUlhW. nurds uf wit and 

uisikijn - , Mhpm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TV lYWra Itoil hum. l‘.4c|r <4 Oiw|* 

htn< Thn^pnU. .Ipoi Ibc on ' kiufalinaai 


Tl« 'JS billilirt U «br Mlfehk* I bwniaL tva> 
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, , 'ij*r-qiHhe1lni»: .UtvtilUU.LmkhviSW*T 
Wunji VUMafaMJind' At ‘h>ri^i 
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nianging of the Gunirri 


The ll.^-h.J.1 Mnuamt Krpmmi 

n-at-lbi UkdoUrGunluHmtodv 


Birthdays 

Mr Simon Bates, disc jiKkev.AV; Mr 
ftrrer Bbckhuro, chunzum iad chief 
executive. Nestle UK, 5ft; Dame 
Man Canwrigbl. mathemaiioau. 
Uft; Mr Cirbtopber Carennr. acfcw, 
51; VrsCiHini Daveoliy, Lord- 
Lkutenant of Warwickshire. 7$; 
I.ourd tie A’illicrs. hamsTer, 85; Laid 
Glerumara. forma govensmt min- 
ister.lM; Mr Brian Hayes.nidiofire- 
sentcr. 5«k Mr Bernard HS,activ,53; 
The Hon Dominic Lawson. Editor. 
Suiutuy Trlegmph, 40; Mr Kerry 
Packer, chairman. Consolidated 
Press Holdings. St; Sir Leonard 
Peach, chairman. Pitficc Complaints 

Auiboritv, M; Mr Robert Robinson, 
hroadoister and writer, (ft Mr David 
Smith. Headmaster. Bradford Gram, 
mar School, 62; Mr Tomrav Sleele. 
singer and actor. Ml; Professor 
William Sum-art, fanner We-Chan- 
tvB.>r of Kcele Unncratv. 81; Mr O- 
cii Walker MP. 72. 


Anniversaries 


Giegor>' NHL 1 WT: Simon Bolivar, 
South .American patriot. HlJfl; Kas- 
par Hauser, the foundling “wild 
boy' of Nuremberg, l S3?; Rear Ad- 
miral Sir Francis Beaufort, hydrog- 
rapber. 1^5”: Louis-Nlazre Alphonse 
Daudet. novelist, HOT; Boron Fcr- 
dinaad James deRrthsdiikl. banker. 
l!M8; Bernard Ouaritch, hooksefler, 
UW; Sir William Tbumson. Grst 
Baron Kehin of Largs; pbvsicist, 
lUiT; Elizabeth Oarxctt Anderson, 
physician. 1U| 7; ftuer Philip Hesel- 
tine Warlock, composer and ediior. 
oxnmined suxidc l 1 W; Harold Ed- 
ward Holt. Australian salesman, 
downed 19b": Dana Andrews (Carv- 
er Daniel Andrews), actor. 19V2, On 
thk day: Drake's shcpThriUcsn (af- 
terwards called The GoUen Hutd) 
sailed one of Plymouth on a round- 
the-world voyage, 1577; the Lyric 
Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue. Lon- 
don, opened, 1NS>: foe first radio 
message was venl across Ux Allan tic. 
190^'ihe Wright brothers made 
tbrir first flighi at Kitty H»L North 


Appointments 

Stir Richard Luce, lobe Governor of 
Gibraltar. 

Mr Barman John Leslie, to be a 
Queen's Bench Master of the 
Supreme Court, Queen's Bench Di- 
vision. 

CdDartdH.HSIs,tobe Under Trea- 
surer of Lincoln’s Inn. 


Church appointments 

The following appointments have 
been announced by the Chinch of 
England- 


Hie Rev Dand Asmc. War. Lima. St Man 
iMdSI 


Births: Gahrklk-Emilk - Le Ton- 
nelier de Brefetitl, Marquise du 
Quick l. Nriier, 170b; Jean-Sap- 
owe Girard, priest and educator. 
1765; Ludwig van Beethoven, com- 
poser, baptised 1710; ftanax*Mar- 
ms Grand, painter. 1777; Sir 
Humphry' Davy, chemist and inven- 
tor, ITTJkSirGoragc Hayter, painter. 
1792; Juics-AIfred Hoot dc 
Goacourt, novdisi and hraurun, 
l&Vk Ford Modes Ford (Ford Her- 
mans HroJfcr), iMvrlisr, !S73; Hr- 
stdne Preston Caldwell, novelist. 
1903; Walter Greenwood, novel® 
and playwright. 2903; Stanley Ray- 
mond iRay) Noble, composer and 
conductor, 1903: WtOani Frank Lfl»- 
hy, dtemisf, 1 90S. Deaths: ftape 


Carolina. 1903: following j MiaawL 
Now York received 27 inches of 


snow, 1947; due to the dosing of the 
Suez Canal, petrol ra tinning was im- 
posed in Britain, 195ft. Today is the 
Feast Dai of Sr Begga. Sr Lazarus. 
St Olympias St Sturmi and St Wiv- 


English -Speaking Union 

The following appamtmcals have 
been announced by the Lngfafo 
Speaking Union: 


Hcarrai* Trcauncf. Mr CtonU'T h « 
McLso. Gncnr*^ lad) Dean. M» Votp- 
oMtVri.fc AlisUsr Crcoc IzvdGdtaPrt 
ol TtuincsicU. Mr Ji'tm Goagh; Mm 
Vkuku Lcgn^Baakc: Atoral Sir (bdanl 
Tbamxe Mr fum Larvw. Mr R»\Nn 
Uirke 


wiih St BMaid mO S« Luke, and Rural Dean 
<4 WUtiBBl Friw* (Cbdnatardp k> he atsn 
a Nno- Ru d minj Cm of Qdufnd 
Catbednl 

The Re. Dwnd Cmky. Vkm. Si da 

tnj. Lewes tr, Ouftlnn of Tnntty Ko^aial, 
LeicesKr aaJ Hk SnexcignS Pumber ai the 
Nrurtc.h'ibcalMMioatcrmb^cmlpas- 
teal/r^JuisMsT for StNakrte Qucfe and 
IlnDOTmrrliMis Vcarvultun Uic Hal) Spin 
lean Mamin, LocoicrfLeiccsur) 

Hie Ran Chute* Lnrcace. l u n uei ty Vicar. 
SidJk*wrth {MJRdicwr u> he Vior. ED- 

4iih t iti^ BaduUQi (GoiktfiffiS). 
T6e Re» tin*! Ncwnun, Vmr, Odshrwi, and 
tiamwaib (Derfc>;. 10 he Taa R eOcn, 
Lmgbftnuv^iEinBuaad and Saapamm Si 
Mary (Umxster) 

The Rn One Putut. Awiwam Come, 
Chits Churvi, Efwnv to be Team Vicar, 
WaNBmdi (Gadilfced). 

The Rev Gcurtm RcnL "fcsn War. Wnt- 
bttmugb? ru he Tasus RiaSar, USad won h. 
(GmldLnJj. 

fteftm faq i JejtawSunniien. Pnca^dargs. 
Si Mjiv. MjnJen snlb Ambertey. 2 nd Wsie 
■sicn. la be abo Pr>c«-«-4o»se. Si Aadic*. 
VtitMMio-Lugj. anJcnaaac » Rural Deaal 
ut Hutfavd Rant rtcancn (Hcrcfcad). 

The Rev Mn TbctAiid CtupUn of HM 
Pnsan, AxttSey. to be Vkar. Ixtnli Si Cypri- 
an. HarcNlb (Kipno) 

The Ret Vamoa Cuck, T»jd- 

ivpndd (UmUlk to he ftraMwchane. Si 
Nidutai,SaqaBSi Kdwte^SI MEbad, SB- 
hn St MidiKk St POer. Wafa^mn; a 
Karfbufrcc*. W«$thiik 


Passengers held by Iraqis cannot sue BA 


Abaett (known m Sykes) » British 
Airways pic; Sidbn nod others * 
British Airways pfc Haase ot 
Lords (Lord Browne -Wnkinsoa 
Lord Jauncey of TUQidienle, Lord 
Mustill, Lord Steyn, Lord Hope 
of Craighead) 12 December 1996 


LAW REPORT 


17 December 2996 


The Warsaw Convention pro- 
vided the exclusive cause of 
action and sole remedy for a 
passenger who riahned against 
an air carrier far loss, injury 
and damage sustained in the 
course ot or arising out ot 
international carriage by air; 

The House of Lords dis- 
missed two appeals by passen- 


Airways for physical and psy- 
chological injuries arising out 
of iheir captivity lw Iraqi forces 
during a refueffing stop at 
Kuwait shortly after the com- 
mencement ol the Gulf War on 
2 August 1990. 

The passengers had been on 
a scheduled flight, 8A149, 
from London to Kuala Lumpur 
by way of Kuwait and Madias. 
Ilwas'said that BA should have 
known its passengers would be 
at severe risk if the aircraft 
were to land in Kuwait after 
hostilities bad begun. 

The passengers' actions 
against BA had been dismissed 


on the ground that claims for 
damages for personal injuries 
arising from an international 
flighlcouldonlybepursuedirQ- 
der the 'ft^isaw Convention for 

the Unification of Certain Rules 
relating to International Car- 
riage by Air, as amended at The 
Hague in 1955, and scheduled 
to the Carriage by Air Act 
1961, and the view was taken 
that under artide 27 of that Con- 
vention they had no remedy. 

Artide 17 provides: 

The carrier simile far damage sus- 
tained is the event of the death or 
wounding... many other bodily in- 
jmy MifE c r c d by a passenger, if the 

actidcnt whidi caused the damage 

took place an board the aircraft or 

inlhecocttseofair — *- 

of embarking or 


reasonable care for her safety. 

In the English appeal the 
plaintiffs, Kiras Sidbu, Har- 
jinder Sidbu and Ravinder 


In the Scottish appeal the 
pursuer, Judith Helen Abnett 
(known as Sykes) appealed 
against a decision of an Extra 
Division of the Inner House of 
the Court of Session (1996 
SIT 529) upholdinga decision 
of Lord Ordinary, Lord Mar- 
nodi, on 20 December 1993, 
diffliissing the pursuer’s claim 
for damages for breach of an 
' term of her contract 
BA that it would take 


cision of the Court of Appeal 
on 27 January 1995, affirming 
a deriskm of Judge Marcus Ed- 
wards at Brentford County 

Ooon,(fisii]Mmgtl)flrdannfor 

loss and damage caused by 
BAIs negligence. 
bake Scottish appeal: CM Me£ach- 
m QC and Peter Macdonald (Pat- 
boon & Brewer) jorAtmen; D RA 
Enahe QC and JfL&Q. Gtbncrr 
(Beaumont A San) for BA. In the 

Entfisfi appeal: GBvelhchonsQC and 
Tim gar (Raja * Pas) for the Sht- 
furs ; Robert B %66 QC and PfdBp 
Shepherd (Beaumont & Sons) for BA. 


tended to be uniform and also 
to be exclusive of any resort to 
the rules of domestic law. 

Any person was free, tmfesr 
restrained fay statute, to eater 
into a contract with another*® 
the bass that his liabOiry in dam- 
ages was excluded or omitedif 
he was in breach of contract Ex- 
clusion and limitation clauses 
were a common feature of coni' 
merrial contracts, and coatertets 
of carriage were no exceptksc 
It was against that back- 
ground that the Convenli*B 
was to be judged- It was not dff 1 
signed to provide remedies 

against the carrier to compttfc. 
sate all losses. It was desi^nw 
instead to define those situa- 
tions in which, compeosatfah . 
wasto be available. So it set op* 
the limits of liabSiiy and d* 


Lmd Hope said the Convention 
should be given a purposive 
construction- What ft sought to 
achieve was a uniform in- 
ternational code, which could 
be appBed by the courts of the 
contracting states wfthont ref- 
erence to the rules of their own 
domestic law. In the areas with 
which the Convention dealt, 
one of which was the liability 
of die carrier, the code was in- 


to establish that fiabifity, ^ 
pa ted, were to be made. A 
ance was struck in the interests 
of certainty and imifbtmsy.d 
There for e any remedy 114* 
provided by the Convention 
was excluded. Domestic own® 
were not free to provide a ridtk . 
edy according to their own 
because that would onderoririP: 
the Convention and distort thfe 
operation of the wfeolescbea*& 
£>•• 


Paul Mapafliy Barrister 
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Labour should learn the cross-party lesson 

^ j 


Ot everyone would go on tele- 
vision to denounce their hus- 


* I- 


I'fl'Jr 


\ I ^1 v , — uku uiur 

• } -L. l band as a “frothing, rabid doff". 
And not everyone’s husband would 
respond on another channel: “I went 
home and bit her.” But there are very 
few couples like Mary Matalin and 
James Carville, whose marriage is a 
of the bipartisanship of 
Bill amton’s second administration 
Mr Candle is the “ragin’ Cajun” who 
ran Mr Clinton’s first campaign for the 
. presidency, and who is now r unnin g a 
vendetta on the President’s behalf 
against the special prosecutor in the 
Whitewater affair, Kenneth Stair. Ms 
Matalin was one of George Bush’s 1992 
rampaign team, and is now a regular 
Republican media commentator. They 
fell in Jove while taking chunks out of 
each other in the heat of political bat- 
tle, and continue to do so in public in 
one of Washington’s most entertaining 
vaudeville acts. 

For Mary and Jim, political insults are 
terms of endearment. Their political dif- 
ferences are not deep, or serious, or ide- 
ological. They care deeply about the 
ends of politics, but for them the argu- 
ment about the means is a game. Call- 
1 -jing him a mad canine was a public dis- 
play of affection. With the exception of 
the religious right, which turned out to 
be very much a minority force in this 
year’s presidential election, this reflects 
the state of American politics. 

Bipartisanship is the watchword of the 


renewed White House. Mr Clinton has 
appointed Republican Senator W illiam 
Cohen as Seoietaiy of Defence- the firet 
time a top cabinet job has been given to 

*^-**-* A —- JP-- -T ■ . MB 



Madeleine Albright as the first woman 
Secretary of State broke a different 
precedent, but was also in bbae with the 
centrist approach. She has courted 
Republican opinion with her attacks on 
the United Nations leadership. 

Last week the President set out his 
strategy for the next four years, declar- 
ing that the centre “can hold, has held, 
and the American people are asking it 
to continue to hold”. In part, this is 
simply an acknowledgement of the real- 
ities of Washington politics. Mr Clinton 
faces a Republican majority in both 
Houses of Congress and, in any case, 
nothing can get through without bipar- 
tisan agreement, because erf the 60-vote 
majority required in the Senate to cany 
the guillotine and prevent bills being 
talked out In part, it is because Mr din- 
ton fells into the “healer” category of 
politician, rather than the “warrior” 
category. He did better when Congress 
was agamst him, after the 1994 mid-term 
Republican landslide, than before. 

Bipartisanship was also central to the 
President's re-election. The strategy, 
called “triangulation” by his advisers, 
was to position him above and between 
the Democratic and Republican par- 
ties. Now his hopes of significant 
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reform in his second term depend on 
the success of the same strategy in 
office. If he is to achieve his historic 
goal of cutting the welfare budget to 
balance the books by 2002, he will need 
Republican support. 

Is this a principle that should apply 
beyond the United States? We ask only 
because of the impending visit to Tony 
Blair’s war room of George Stephanop- 
oulos, one of Mr Carville’s associates 
who spent the past four years next door 
to the Oval Office as the President’s 
senior adviser. Mr Stephanopoulos, 35, 
has a reputation as a liberal, although 
he is famous fra: the observation that you 


can never be too right wing in an elec- 
tion campaign. That seems to be a les- 
son Afr Blafr has already taken to heart. 
He intends to fight the election as 
leader of the party of the “radical cen- 
tre”, and often refers to the feet that his 
views on Europe are identical to those 
of Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor. 

More than that, he has stolen the 
Conservative “One Nation” label and 
says he hopes “many" on the Tbry 
benches would support the policies of 
a new Labour government. Even if the 
Liberal Democrats’ claim that 12 Ibxy 
MPs would defect if a Euro-sceptic 
became Tory leader after the election is 


mischief-making, it is certainly true that 
there will be about 60 Thries prepared 
to vote with the liberal Democrats and 
a Labour government on Europe. 

This is Mr Blair’s bipartisan 
approach, and it offers the prospect of 
a realignment of British politics along 
pro- and anti-European lines. It goes 
without saying that the parallels with 
American politics are not exact. 
Europe represents an ideological divide 
in our politics, even a .schism of n ation a l 
identity, of the kind which is largely 
absent on the other side of the Atlantic. 
The Europhobes are more powerful 
than the religious right in America, 
although they could marginalise them- 
selves by driving their programme 
towards British withdrawal from the 
European Union. 

The British political system, lacking 
the institutional checks and balances of 
the American Constitution, does not 
require cross-party consensus to drive 
forward a blueprint for reform - as 
Margaret Thatcher proved. But there 
is now a pro-European majority in the 
House of Commons which is likely to 
be significantly larger after the election, 
despite an overwhelming press bias 
against it. And Mr Blair accepts the 
argument that ambitious reforms, such 
as those planned and hinted at for our 
constitution and welfare system, will be 
better designed and longer lasting if 
they command cross-party support. 

Last time, with Mr Ointon’s diver- 


sion into gays in the military and the 
fejjwe of his health care reforms, the 
US President offered Labour negative 
lessons in how to assume the respons- 
ibilities of office. This time, he seems 
to offer a much more positive model. 
Listen out for a spokesman for Mr Blair 
describing Kenneth Clarke affection- 
ately as a frothing, rabid dog. 

Where to next, 
Madonna? 

T he critics say Eva Peron is the role 
Madonna was bom to play: the rags 
to riches tale of a ferociously ambitious 
Catholic girl who fought her way to 
fame and fortune, addicted to public 
attention and glamour. But surely 
there are still hundreds of personas for 
the queen of reincarnation to play. Her 
six lives so far - teen idol, Marilyn, mat- 
erial girt sex machine, mother, Evita 
- have all been been crammed into the 
time most of us take to work out how 
you pay a mortgage. Clearly the trick 
is to come up with roles that end in an 
A such as Madonna (as in “and child"). 
For example, Delilah has disaster writ- 
ten all over iL but Evita and Cruella (as 
in De Vil) are guaranteed success. So 
where to now’, Ms Ciccone? Hedda (as 
in Gabler)? Maria (as in Vbn Trapp)? 
The world's your oysta. 
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Seeds of peril 
in genetically 
altered food 

Sir Following Nicholas Schoon’s 
article “Nothing to fear from 
techno-corn" (11 December), I 
would like to express my concern 
over the “wholesome meal” that he 
-Relieves genetically engineered 
represents. 

First, the destructive 
possibilities of GE food go well 
beyond the “dozens, perhaps 
hundreds" of lives lost that he 
predicts. Beyond the danger of a 
crop “taking on an uncontrollable 
life of its own”, we contend with 
dangers from: 

Allergies (where an individual 
allergic to peanuts, for example, 
could suffer fetal shock in reaction 
to a peanut gene engineered into 
an unrelated foodstuff); 

Antibiotic resistance: the 
process of altering DNA often 
requires the introduction of genes 
that protect against antibiotics, 
which could recombine with 
bacteria in the human stomach - a 
good way to encourage 
“super-bugs” that infect humans but 
are immune to antibiotic 
treatment; 

The possibility of epidemics, 
which gather strength in 
transferring between species. In a 
1 4 worst -case scenario, which may 
* not be likely but which is certainly 
possible, “human survival would 
be marginal” (Cummins, the 
University of West Ontario, 

1994). 

If all of Lhese risks were 
necessary to avert famine and 
produce major benefits to the 
population, perhaps they would be 
tolerable - however, “for food- 
altered patents, 98 per cent of 
genetic alterations are done to 
make food production and 
processing easier and more 
profitable for the companies doing 
it. Only 2 per cent are aimed at 
improved taste and nutrition" (the 
Council for Responsible 
Genetics). 

Forcing GE food on us is Dot 
merely “regrettable", but 
criminaliv irresponsible. 

BEN MORAN 
London SW17 

Sin The Liberal Democrats are 
keen to embrace new and 
appropriate technology (“Nothing 
to fear from techno-corn", 11 
December). However, we take 
issue with the assertion that “if a 
technology turns out to be a loser,^ 
we are also capable of rejecting it. 
When manipulating genetic 

structures it is not always possible 
to turn back the clock. This 

requires that wc have stringent 
regulation in place. . 

Public unease can only increase 

when faced with the apparent 
ability of multinational food and 
chemical companies to foreclose 
the options even before 
governments and their regulatory 
authorities are aware of the_ 
possible long-term implications. 

This is a classic case of the public 
watchdogs noticing the empty 
stable only once the horse has long 
since bolted. 

Furthermore, without separate 
supply mechanisms by which the 
genetically modified product is 
distinguishable, how is it possible 
to trace the source of any potential 
problem? Such a system also makes 
comprehensive labelling a more 
viable option. Linked to this is the 
need for investment in research 
and monitoring of the long-term 
effects of genetically manipulated 
organisms. 

On an issue as fundamental as 
the food wc cau the consumer 



deserves a cautious and considered 
approach - not one driven by 
commercial interests alone. 
MATTHEW TAYLOR MP 
(Truro, Lib Dan) 

Liberal Democrat Environment 

Spokesperson 

PAUL TYLER MP 

(North Cornwall, Lib Dem ) 

Liberal Democrat Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs Spokesperson 
House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sir: Genetically engineered soya is 
a major concern to many. Vegans 
and vegetarians will no doubt suffer 
more than most, as soya is probably 
the most used substitute for meat, 
milk and butter. 

It is difficult enough for those of 
us who have decided to cross from 
vegetarianism to veganism after 
the latest worries over BSE and 
CJD. Now our choices will be 
limited even more with the news 
that this imported soya will not be 
labelled. 

APANTEU • 

Southampton 


Nation poorer 
with student fees 

Sir: David Wriker argues that 
“students must pay for their 
privileges" (12 December) bjr 
paying fees for high® 1, education. 

Graduates who go on to earn 
higher incomes will contribute 
more to the educational budget in 
higher taxation; there is no need in 
addition to burden young people 
just starting out on their careers 
with crippling loans. 

It is important that a proportion 
of high-quality graduates should go 
into less well paid, vocational 


public sector jobs such as nursing, 
teaching or local government 

Not all students should be forced 
to pursue degrees such as 
medicine, law or engineering which 
lead directly to specified 
employment. 

Finally, students from poorer 
backgrounds will think twice 
before applying to higher 
education. 

The effect of his proposals will 
be to produce a workforce of 
trained (rather than educated) 
middle-class automatons, whose 
only interest is to seek a job in the 
financial sector in order to repay 
their debts, and the countryvnl] be 
the poorer for it Tax, when nsed to 
provide equitable access to 
education based on merit alone, 
universal health care or affordable 
public transport is not an evil but a 
good and noble thing. This seems 
to be an unutterable- truth at 
present.. 

Dr DAVID OLIVER 
Sevenoaks, Kent 


Harrods chief 
willing to swear 

Sin In his piece analysing the 
effects of the Willetts amir (“Self- 
regulation scores a victory in the 
House", 12 December) Donald 
Macintyre quotes some unnamed 
Tbries. 

According to him, they were 
quietly pointing out that the 
recommendation that witnesses 
before the Commons Standards 
and Privileges Committee should 


in future give evidence under oath 
would constrain me if and when I 
was called to give evidence on the 
“cash for questions” affair. This is 
an unworthy suggestion and gives a 
completely wrong reading ofthe 
situation. 

I have nothing to fear about 
giving evidence under oath - quite 
the contrary. I have told the truth 
throughout. 

I shall continue to teD the truth 
to the committee or Sir Gordon 
Downey or to anyone who is 
prepared to investigate with vigour 
the political conspiracy of which I 
have been the victim. Perhaps that 
is the real reason those Tbry MPs 
are quieL 
MAL FAYED 
Chairman, Harrods 
LondonSWI 


Aids research 
short of funds 

Sin Jack O’Sullivan (“A new 
stonewall", II December) reported 
that right-wing campaigners are 
claiming that too much money is 
being spent on Aids, but did not 
examine the distorted basis of 
those claims. 

Gordon McVie of the Cancer 
Research Campaign was quoted as 
saying that the Government spends 
£14m a year on Aids research but 
only£15m on research into cancer, 
which causes many more deaths. 
However, cancer studies are 
underpinned by a further £163m 
for more basic research. Charities 
contribute well over £1 00m for 


cancer research on top of this 
public funding, but there is almost 
no charitable money for research 
into HIV/Aids. 

HILARY CURTIS 
Executive Director, British Medical 
Association Foundation for Aids 
London WC1 

Sin Jade O’Sullivan rightly 
describes dangers of a right-wing 
backlash agamst gay-run Aids 
service organisations. The current 
euphoria about recent 
developments in Aids treatments is 
premature, because nobody knows 
what the long-term effects of the 
new drug combinations will be. 
Nobody knows what to do about 
the many people for whom these 
dru^ don’t work at alL 

Further, the bitter truth is that 
those in developing countries who 
make up the vast majority of 
people with Aids have no access to 
potentially life-saving treatments 
because they can't afford them. 

It is very disturbing that so little 
attention is paid to this problem by 
Western Aids service organisations. 
UDOSCHUKLENK 
Lecturer in Applied Ethics 
University of Central Lancashire 
Preston 


Dollar puzzle 

Sin So, it’s to be E for the euro 
(report, 12 December), just as it’s ¥ 
for the yen and £ (Libra) for the 
pound. But why $ for the dollar? 
DrJ KEITH ELLIOTT 
Department of Theology 
University of Leeds 
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Hypocrisy over 
drug dangers 

Sin Your artide on ecstasy and dub 
culture (11 December) contained 
some interesting figures. According 
to the Government, around 1 
milli on ecstasy tablets are sold 
every week, and there have been 
100 “ecstasy related” deaths in the 
past eight years. If the same sales 
figures can be applied back over 
those eight years. I make that 
roughly 400 million tablets 
consumed, 1 death for every 4 
million pills. All of these deaths 
were tragic, but how does this 
figure compare with the number of 
deaths caused by tobacco, or 
alcohol, or cars? 

The London Drug Polity Forum 
arc to be congratulated for their 
sensible proposals, but what is 
really needed is for the 
Government to rethink drugs 
polity. Current policies are as 
effective as the laws against alcohol 
in the US in the Twenties, and just 
as hypocritical: is there any possible 
justification for drugs such as 
cannabis and ecstasy to be illegal 
when other drugs, notably 
cigarettes and alcohol, are not only 
legal but provide huge amounts of 
revenue for the Treasury? 

SIMON EVERETT 
Reading Berkshire 

Sin I look forward to the campaign 
of the Health Education Authority 
to reduce smokjng in young women 
(report, 12 December). Perhaps 
you could make a start by depicting 
yoursupermodel columnists, Jo 
Brand and Bridget Jones, without a 
cigarette between their fingers. 
DrPDO DAVIES 
Consultant Physician 
Liverpool 


TV censors on 
the march 

Sin I am the father of a two-year- 
old daughter and I too am worried 
about violence on TV (“Why 
EastEnders is scarier than 
Tarantino", 13 December), but I 
am more worried about where it 
will be in 20 years’ time. 

I can't help feeling that imr 
daughter will be deprived ofthe 
works of such writers as Dennis 
Potter, Jimmy McGovern and Alan 
Bleasdale. And where will it stop? 
In the Iasi few years we have 
already seen this moral minority try 
to ban films by Martin Scorsese, 
Oliver Stone and David 
Cronenberg. Will it be books next? 

Violence has always been part of 
society. After all it is the Bayeux 
Tapestry that tells of the Norman 
conquest, not the Normans going 
out to conquer because they were 
watching too much tapestry. 
MATTHEW WEBB 
Basiling, Kent 

Sin The debate about violence on 
TV centres on observance of the 
9pm watershed and on children’s 
welfare. I am a normal adult woman 
who has difficulty finding anything I 
feel comfortable watching after 9pm. 
The constant diet of doom, gloom 
and violence, whatever the quality of 
the drama, is depressing. Never 
mind the children, what about me? 
Mrs LOIS BURKE 
.7 eddingtort, Middlesex 


Diatribes or true 
Christianity 

Sir: I commend Polly Toynbee’s 
caustic advice (“Just say No to this 
agonising aunt", 9 December), in 
reference to the appointment by 
The Daily Telegraph of Anne Allans 
as its first agony aunL Priestley's 
accompanying cartoon bore 
sufficient testimony to the direction 
in which right-wing, quasi-Christian 
morality is beading in this country. 

By contrast, the former 
Archbishop of York, Lord Habgood. 
in his final address to Lhe General 
Synod in July 1995, described a 
Church “which is willing to operate 
within many ofthe assumptions of its 
surrounding culture, and wants to 
stand alongside puzzled people at all 
levels of society, as they try to make 
sense of Lheir lives ana 
responsibilities”. 

The diatribes of the Anne 
Atkinses, William Oddjes, and Mary 
KentJvs of this world wOl ensure that 
morality remains what Oscar Wilde 
described as “an attitude one adopts 
towards people one doesn't like". 

There was once a radical liberal 
who rode roughshod over the 
venerable regulations of bis day 
and exploded the prejudices of 
religious leaders and moralists 
because he wanted to set people 
free. His name was Jesus Christ. 

The Rev MICHAEL HAMPEL 
Spennymoor, Co Durham 


Unfair to fake fur 

Sin 1 was delighted to hear of the 
new anti-fur initiative by Respect 
for Animals (report, 14 
December). I would be very sorry 
to be seen dead wearing fur. Bui 
could activists please ask 
sympathisers to be careful before 
attacking in public women who 
merely appear to be wearing fur? I 
have been the object of invective, 
and have even been spat at, for 
wearing my fake fur, when I have 
forgotten to wear my People for 
Ethical Treatment of Animals anti- 
fur badge. 

JULIA PARKER 
London W14 
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at the silliness of Hollywood’s image of Britain, with its 


and raccoon-infested countryside. But, argues Peter Popham, we ar e also 


uncomfortable to find ourselves cast in roles we once gave to the 
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W ith the live- 
action remake 
of 101 Dalma- 
tians now on 
release, and 
the original 1961 cartoon on 
sale as a video, we are free to 
observe at leisure the persis- 
tence of a strange American, 
and specifically Walt Disney, 
obsession with England, or with 
a sort of England. And to 
chuckle, preen or retch, accord- 
ing to taste. 

lo walk into a cinema off the 
London streets and watch any 
of Disney’s depictions of our 
capital city is a peculiar expe- 
rience. St Paul's may find itself 
oa the opposite side of the 
river from the West End, whose 
neon goes on and oru Big Ben 
becomes the last stop before 
Never-Never Land and (in the 
oew Dalmatians) Knightsb ridge 
borders directly on to the 
Thames. 

London does not always suf- 
fer in being re-imagined this 
way. Anthony Lane in The New 
Yorker says that the London of 
the new Dalmatians film is 
“horribly damp and dull" but 
that this “could be excused as 
byperrealism". In the original, 
1961 animated version, how- 
ever, set, like Dodie Smith's 
book, in the environs of 
Regent's Park, the artists 
responsible had no time for Sir 
John Nash's creamy neo- 
classicism - too much like 
Washington DC, perhaps -but 
instead took the rather grave, 
ornate style found in Wimpole 
Street and New Cavendish 
Street and gave it an enlivening, 
Parisian twist, arguably an 
improvement. Only when 
Roger and Anita get married 
and settle down do the artists 
stumble into diche, squashing 
them into a tumbledown 
cottage that would be more at 
borne in a Grimm's fairytale. A 
first-ume-buyer’s Bat must be 
hard to Disney-fy. 

Out in the countryside it's 
harder to go wrong; as long as 
the landscape has a bit of a roll 
to it, and is doited at intervals 
with hedges, stiles, rivers and 
rustic stone bridges, it says 
England to most people, 
including most of us. Director 
Stephen Herek has contrived to 
commit spectacular and gratu- 
itous solecisms by the inclusion 
of such non-native spedes as 
skunk and raccoon, for the 
sake of a few off-colour jokes. 
Though in the age of the Beast 
of Bodmin, most things are 
possible. 

But of course the Disney 
vision of England doesn't stop 
at the scenery. Most of the 
people in this sort-of England 
are sort-of English. And like 
the architecture and the animal 



life, they go through some 
weird changes in their journey 
through the Disney brain. 

One has grown accustomed 
to the fact that when Holly- 
wood wants to tell audiences 
that so-and-so is a truly bad 
person, a monster of egotism, 
a little shit, a grasping pseud 
with paedophile tendencies, 
the quickest way to do it, 
besides giving him a moustache 
and a 50-a-day cigarette habit, 
is by using a fairly fruity British 
accent: dock Marlon Brando, 
for example, as the mad, epony- 
mous geneticist in the new, 
abysmal remake of The Island 
of Dr Moreau, with his prepos- 
terous Etonian twang. 

There is a simple explanation 
for this: Wasps ('White Anglo- 
Saxon Protestants), because of 
their historic privileges and 
snobberies, are the only ethnic 
group in America who are 


always fair game for a good 
kicking; and the Wkspiest of the 
lot, with the added advantage 
of being the old oppressor, are 
the Brits. Nothing can provoke 
the average American to like 
British toffspeak. “I don't 
believe the British accent is 
really an accent at all," as one 
American put it “If s just a con- 
spiracy to make the rest of the 
world feel bad." One of the 
many refreshing things about 
Toy Story is that Mr Potato 
Head (the bad gw) talks nei- 
ther like Neville Chamberlain 
nor Reggie Kray. He’s just 
another American. 

But watch Disney closely, 
ideally over and over again on 
video in the company of an 
addicted small child, and you 
realize it's not that ample. Thke 
a film like Jungle Book, for 
instance. The original story is by 
Kipling and India was once 
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part of the British Empire, but 
there is no overpowering 
reason why the creatures of the 
jungle should speak like Brits. 
Yet most of them do: not only 
the arch-villain. Shere Khan 
the tiger, with the most splen- 
didly resonant growl in film, but 
most of the other animals as 
well. There is the leader of the 
wolves, who demands that 
Mowgli be sent back to the man 
village, the militaristic ele- 
phants, the black panther, the 
vultures who befriend Mowgli 
and who look a bit like The 
Beatles and mangle Liver- 
pudlian horribly. 

This leaves only two main 
characters to talk like honest- 
to-goodness Americans: Baloo 
the bear (‘That shiftless, good- 
for-nothing jungle bum", as the 
panther describes him) and 
Mowgli himself, the two char- 
acters who epitomise spon- 
taneity, irresponsibility and 
naturalness. 

lfs a similar story in Peter 
Pan: all the figures both of evil 
and of maturity and authority 
use Bricspeak: not only Hook 
but also Mr and Mis Darling, 
Wendy, and her pompous 
brother, John. Only the wild 
and the free are exempt the 
baby, Michael, and Peter him- 
self. In the cartoon of Dalma- 
tians, only the baby puppies talk 
American. 

Witching Disney's depictions 
of England and Englishness as 
an English person oneself is not 
totally unlike being an Indian or 


Arab or Chinese looking at 
19th-century orientalist paint- 
ings or reading the orientally- 
based fiction of Conrad or 
Stevenson: there is the dis- 
turbing sense of being objecti- 
fied, of being depicted in away 
that, while apparently flattering 
and in some ways even obser- 
vant, robs one of humanity and 
authenticity and autonomy, and 
makes one an ornament in a 
depiction of the world by those 
who are more powerful than 
oneself. 

It is a version of the orien- 


talist perspective described and 
attacked Deariy 20 years ago by 
Edward Said in his book 
Orientalism - the irony being 
that the British, in their impe- 
rial heyday, were the masters of 
this orientalist fallacy. Nowit is 
being done to us. 

But there is a difference. 
The sentimental vision of 
England incarnate in films like 
Dalmatians and Mary Poppins is 
one which we, too, have 
invested in. Dick Van Dyke 
may be intolerable and loath- 
some as the cockney chimney- 




Wkte-eyed at The Disney Store Photograph: Andrew 


sweep, but much else in the 
Disney virion has the power to 
melt our hearts: the ranks of 
London chimney pots silhou- 
etted against the sky, the apple- 
pie order of an old-fashioned 
house with tag dogs and blaz- 
ing fires and north-country staff 
in starched aprons and caps: 
the immemorial scenery of Big 
Ben and double-deckers, the 
rolling hills and thatched cot- 
tages, the overwhelming sense 
of a cosy, comfortable, well- 
. regulated hierarchy temporar- 
ily disrupted for the purposes of 
the plot, but happily 
resumed once the vil- 
lains have been 
defeated. 

American audi- 
ences are besotted 
with this sort of non- 
sense, to the extent of 
allowing American 
characters, with their 
modem, sponta- 
neous, arm-hierarchi- 
cal temperaments, 
practically to be writ- 
ten out of the scripts. 
But it’s no good 
sneering: evidence of 
our own infatuation 
with such imagery is 
no farther away than 
the nearest news- 
agent, where the 
cover of the Christ- 
mas number of Coun- 
try Life , for example, 
is an engraving of a 
snow-covered village 
Buurman re p|et e with happy. 


London goes to the dogs, 
courtesy of Hollywood: \ 

joety Richardson as Anita 
In the new film version of 
‘101 Detonations* 


sledging children but lacking 

anything sudt os a car or a tele - 

vision aerial or a shop sign to 
teH you what century you are in. 
Or the latest issue of This Eng- 
land, “Britain’s Lowliest Mag- 
azine", which urges readers to 
“tune in to yesterday" (“Ever- 

f ceen Melodies" cassettes, 
4.99 each) or to buy books 
with titles like 7\ ties. Dumplings 
& Scrumpy Jacks. 

In Country Life the potent 
cocktail of maudlin sentiment, 
antiques, and substantial 
thatched properties in the gated 
estates of Vfalton-onThames is 
at least tempered by a little wit, 
a little awareness of how con- 
temporary realities do, as they 
must, intrude: uncomfortable 
facts like miscegenation, lot 
example (this month’s portraii 
photograph is of fasbiot, 
designer Miss Selina Blow, 
who is “half-British, half-Sri 
Lankan", though seemingly all 
white). And the jokey Xmas 
snakes-and-ladders-like “Game 

of Villages” has lines such as 
“You discover the visiting 
Catholic bishop is your father 
- Back 4" and “The owner of 
the village shop wins the 
Lottery and doses down - Back 
2". But when a solitary black 
face looms up - advertising 
“the ultimate running machine" 

- it’s a jolt What the hell's he 
doing here? 

The unpleasant fact is that 
the cosy Disney fantasy of 
England is a projection of 
American wishful ihmking at its 
most cloying and covertly racist. 
Why not locate the remake of 
101 Dalmatians in Manhattan? 
Because then you would have 
to contend with the Rainbow 
Coalition that is the real New 
York. Keep it in London, or 
rather in a fantasy city call* -1 
London, and you can indul^j 
your whiter-tban-white fan- 
tasies of order and hierarchy 
(and doubtless draconian immi- 
gration policies) for ail they are 
worth, with no comeback. 

Only the quarterly This Eng- 
land has the brutal honesty to 
make explicit the chauvinism 
that is at the root of all such 
sentimental conceptions of 
Home and Hearth: interspers- 
ing chocolate-box scenery with 
vituperative and fundamental- 
ist anti-European ism; cap- 
tioning a placid scene of 
chomping cows with the 
bizarre allegation that BSE 
was imported from France 
after the Battle of Waterloo; 
overlaying images of castles 
and cottages and the Houses of 
Parliament with ringing patri- 
otic messages: 

“O, sons of the Motherland, 
obey, obey 

The call of the old Home 
Flag ..." 

And this stuff goes down a ' 
treat in America, too. “1 gaze 
at each picture with longing in 
my heart,” writes Joan Mat- 
tews from California in the 
Readers’ Comments column. 
“Of all the magazines I have 
subscribed to, This England is 
by far the best." writes another 
American. “It has great style 
and dignity.” 

It’s flattering that Disney 
should lavish attention on our 
little island in preference to so 
many other places. But when 
one understands the game he's 
playing, that emotion is liable 
to curdle. 


Watch out for the BBC’s next offensive 


U have Seen praying for 
the BBC I have been 
praying that the BBC will 
come to its senses and not 
put out offensive material to 
poison our minds. And now 
it seems, after a period of 
despair, that my prayers 
have finally been answered. 
First of all, there was the 
glad tidings that Radio 4 had 
decided not to broadcast a 
new “comedy" programme 
called Eamonn, Elder 
Brother of Jesus , for fear that 
it might offend people. The 
controller of Radio 4, Mr 
James Boyle, did not say 
whom it might offend, but I 
think I can suggest who. 
Everyone! Elder brothers, 
Christians, Irish people, 
relations of Jesus, people 
called Eamonn. the Christ- 
ian Brothers - almost every- 
one. James Boyle said his 
derision had nothing to do 
with his being a Catholic, 
but it was plain that 
Catholics would also be 
offended by the suggestion 
that Jesus had an Irish 
| brother, so 1 think we can 
! take it that James was telling 
a little white lie there. And if 
he wasn’t, then he should 
have been. 


niikehr as it seems, I 
have been praying fo 
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Then, as if that wasn't 
enough of an answer to my 
prayer, comes the wonderful ■ 
news that the BBC has 
deckled to drop a comedy 
TV programme written by 
Ian Hislop and Nick New- 
man called Cobble, which 
depicts a Britain in the grip 
of a fictitious “mad turkey 
disease". The programme has 
already been made. It was 
due to go out But the BBC 
has apparently withdrawn it 
for fear of causing distress to 
people in Scotland who have 
recently been suffering from 
the series of deaths from the 
E coti bug. (And, they might 
well have added, for fear of 
offending people who run 
turkey forms for a livelihood, 
people who arc vegetarians, 
and people who have turkeys 
in the family, or indeed peo- 
ple who have Douglas Hogg 
m the family.) Excellent! At 
last the BBC has begun to 
see the light. At last abit of 
sensitivity and good taste at 
BBC HQ. But there is a long 
way to go yet. In order to 
spare people’s feelings, may I 
submit this list of offensive 
programmes which figure 
prominently in ray nightly 
prayers and which should be 
dropped forthwith? 



Miles 

Kington 

1. Grand Prix racing. 
Deeply distressing to anyone 
who has ever been involved 
in a road accideaL For 
Damon HiS to be voted 
BBC sports personality of 
the year is adding insult to 
sail in the wound. 

2. One Foot In The Grave . 
'Very offensive to anyone 
who is likely to die soon, or 
is just thinking of dying, or 
who has actually recently 

3. Absolutely Fabulous. 
Causes immense pain to 
anyone with a drinking prob- 
lem, to anyone with a 


mother or daughter, or any- 
one who takes fashion seri- 
ously, if anyone still does. I 
gather, by the way, that this 
programme will not be 
returning to onr screens. 

This will be excellent news 
for any empty-headed 
woman viewer who habitu- 
ally tries to smoke, drink, 
talk and walk on high-heeled 
. shoes simultaneously, as 
Joanna Lumley’s character 
did so often, and who must 
have been humiliated 
beyond belief by the por- 
trayal, if she could focus on 
iL • 

-4 .Woman's Hour. 
Absolutely mortifying for 
any man who habitually feels 
excluded. 

S. The News. Deeply scar- 
ring for anyone who is a 
refugee, a war victim, a 
Palestinian, a politician, a 
member of the Royal Family, 
a Lanarkshire butcher, a 
fanner, a policeman, an Irish 
terrorist, a Catholic and so 
on. Ah these people? A 
policeman, for instance? 
Certainly. How often do we 
hear on the news statements 
such as: “Police have still 
made no progress in finding 
the kfller of 18-year-old so- 
and^o"? Howdo you think 


the police feel when their 
failure is blazoned across the 
news? Humiliated. Suicidal. 
Every bit as bad as an £ coli 
bacteria sufferer faced with 
a programme about “mad 
turkey disease", that's how 
bad. In fact, a lot, lot worse. 

6. Derek Cooper's The 
Food Programme on Radio 4, 
which must cause perpetual 
pain to all those or us who 
cook badly, buy mass-pro- 
duced foods and stick to a 
rotten diet Especially in 
Scotland, which we all know 
has the worst eating habits in 
Britain, and where, if 77ic 
Food Progra m me is to be 
believed, Scots are likely to 
die an earlier, fat-saturated 
death even if they don'L go 
to an £ cofi-linked grave. 
What must It be like to live 
in Scotland and hear what 
The Food Programme has to 
say about your diet? 

The list is endless. 

I only pray that the BBC 
will continue to come to its 
senses and not risk offending 
anyone. 

Do we want a BBC that 
takes risks? I think noL 

Luckily, the way things are 
going, we are in no danger 
of having one. 
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What ‘The Suri 
says about Blair 
and Europe 


Y esterday, The Sun was 
sucanct None of those 
wishy-washy lines in the 
liberal - and indeed most of the 
Tory - press about how Tbny 
Blair would retain the veto 
and stand up for Britain's inter- 
ests as Prune Minister. Far 
from iL The paper that cuts to 
the chase was clear yesterday 
about the Labour leader’s mes- 
sage in his weekend interviews; 

“Blair Vows: Tin backing Brus- 
sels. Labour to give up Veto on 
vital Euro laws" 

That would be less interest- 
ing if it weren’t that The Sun 
has become so unpredictable 
lately on questions of party pol- 
itics. It has been - at times - a 
good deal more vitriolic about 
John Major than it ever 
been about Tony Blair. And it 
wouldn’t matter if The Sun’s 
obsessive Europhobia didn’t 
haw the capacity to inspire fear 
and loathing in both the main 
political parties. Which is why 
Labour reacted with such 
unbridled fury at yesterday’s 
(page two) headline. Much 
more fury, predictably enough, 
than when John Major said 
most of the same thing ? yes- 
terday afternoon, claiming that 
a Labour government would 
conduct a “Dutch auction" of 
British sovereignty. 

But did The sun have a 
point? How far apart are the 
two parties on Europe? And 
can Major, with the albeit fickle 
backing of Rupert Murdoch’s 
biggest-selling newspaper, still turn Europe into 
a vote winner? Let's quickly map out some ter- 
ritory. The Sun's report was based largely on 
the well-known fact that Tony Blair doesn’t rule 



Davies. But the problem for 
him is that this is that is more 
or less ...er ... it. On the 
undesirability of institutional- 


Donald 

Micmbyre 

A Labour 
government 
might be 
listened to 
inthe EU, 
and that’s 
a prize 
worth 
keeping in 
play 


likely to be one of the most dif- 
ficult issues at the IGC, there is 
not a cigarette paper between 
die two leaders- On “flexibility’’ 
- Euro-speak for the actually 
rather inflexible idea that Ger- 
many and France should run a 
hard-core, inner Europe, leav- 
ing the outsides m aperiphexal 
second-dass one - Blair is as 
determined as John Major that 
this must not happen without 
British agreement. And he isn’t 
going to give up a veto on for- 
eign policy or sign up to a 
European array any more than 
Major is. Above aU, thanks to 
Major's decision not to rule out 
a single currency, oh the most 
expk&ve issue of alt the formal 
positions of the two parties are 
famously dose 
Which is probably quite 
lucky for Blair. It is said at the 
highest Labour levels that had 
John Major ditched Ken Clarke 
and budded to the Euro-scep- 
tics by ruling out the single cur- 
rency, Blair would not have suc- 
cumbed to the Faustian 
embrace of such as The Sun and 
followed suit That’s so doubt 
true. Blair genuinely believes 
that the best way of extending 
Britain's influence is to do so as 
a strong player in the EU- But 
this scenario would have left 
him in a more exposed and 
uncomfortable position in the run-up to the 
election. As it is now, he has the space to argue 
that on first-order issues his forma] position is 
close to that of John Majors bnt that the big 


out the possibility that Labour may agree inthe difference is that he has* a manageable party 

and Major doesn’t And, as a result, that he wm 


current intergovernmental conference (IGC) 
to an extension of majorityvoting -as opposed 
kto unanimity, which means each country can 
^ttfeto any proposal - in four policy areas: social, 
regional, industrial and environmental. It’s also 
true that the Labour leader has shown no sign 
so far of flinching -debate some wishful reports 
in right-wing newspapers to the contrary - from 
signing up to the social chapter. 

David Davies, the Government’s European 
minister, will continue what he skilfully began 
in Dublin last week- extracting the marimum 
from all this to argue that Blair is ready to sell 
British sovereignty down the river. As it hap- 
pens there are no proposals yet to extend, 
majority voting in any of those areas - though ‘ 
there is a powerful case for doing so on the 
environment, since pollution has a nasty habit 
of crossing borders. The real-world impact of 
the social chapter is probably exaggerated by 
both its defenders and its critics. And even 
John Major for the first time slipped into his 
own BBC interview the admission that he 
wouldn’t utterly, for eternity, rule out an 
extension of majority voting if there was 
“some titty area lurking in the undeigrowth” 
that he hadn’t yet thought about Prime min- 
isters don’t usually say things like that if 
they’re not rather carefully keeping possible 
compromises open. 

None of that will stop the energetic Mr 


be able to exercise more influence in Europe 
if and when elected. 

You don’t have to sign opto the misty eyed 
proportion that "all Europe is waiting for Tony 
Blair" to think there is quite a lot in this. Major 
and Kenneth Qarfce have consistently argued 
that to retain its influence over the shape of 
EMU it heeds to leave open the possibility that 
it will join. But as it is, it is largely thanks to 
the respect that Kenneth Clarke enjoys in 
Europe - and his occasional dogged willing- 
ness ro gatecrash the odd caucus meeting - that 
Britain retains some of that influence. From 
time to time, the idea has been mooted in 
Whitehall that the UK government should sim- 
ply propose formally that the single currency 
should be postponed. There can excellent case 
for it But a British proposal of that land would 
be laughed out of court as a move paten tty 
. motivated by the vested interest of a party, a 
growing number ofwhose MFs want to be out- 
side Europe, let alone EMU- It doesn’t take 
much imagination to see that a Labour gov- 
ernment - even one saying it didn't want to join 
EMU in die first wave but did want to be in 
the second -might, be listened to rather care- 
fully on all sorts of substantive points, includ- 
ing whether the celebrated Maastricht crite- 
ria were being fudged. And that’s a prize worth 
keeping in 'play. Sun or no Sun. 


As the Round Room 
goes, so does an era 


I t was in 1953 that, after 
a great taking-up of ref- 
erences and a rigorous 
examination from the 
superintendents, I first 
acquired one of the most 
precious badges to which a 
young writer and would-be aca- 
demic could aspire. I was 
granted a reader’s ticket to the 
Round Reading Room of the 
British Museum. For several 
years after, I became a daily 
babitu£ of what, for me and 
many others, was the most 
fiterary and scholarly spot in the 
world. 

It lay in the heart of Blooms- 
bury, a London postal district 
that still, in the Angry Fifties, 
kept much of its old aura. “I ask 
nothing better than all review- 
ers. for ever and everywhere, 
should can me a highbrow,” 
Virginia Woolf once wrote in a 
letter. “If they like to add 
Bloomsbury, wCl, that is the 
correct postal address ... But if 
your reviewer ... dares, hint 
that 1 live in South Kensington, 
I will sue him for hbeL” 

By the 1950s, Woolf bad 
gone, battered by the wartime 
bombing of Bloomsbury. So 
bad some of the reayfotinn? 
Houses she’d had in nearby 
Georgian squares were shat- 
tered by bombing; some were 
being monstrously rebuilt as 
hotels or flats. Still, the area 
round the museum and the 
Senate House bung mistily on 
to its strong literary associa- 
tions. TS Eliot, whose magazine. 
The Criterion had carried murh 
of British literary modernism, 
still worked as a publisher in 
Faber and Faber, over on the 
comer of Russell Square. 

Great Russell Street 
remained packed with small 
publishers, odd book shops and 
print shops, and the wet, dingy 
pubs and tea shops were 
crowded with writers and would- 
be’s who casualty survived on 
casual reviewing, or were about 
to start up some new, hideously 
under-funded magazine or 
poetry imprint Post-war 
Bloomsbury still remained a Bt- 
eraiy district; the Round Read- 
ing Room, with its great spoked 
desks, still remained its bub. 

The regular users were the 
freelance writers and academics, 
casual researchers and makers of 
arguments, for whom it was the 
dry spot in a wet London, the 
sanctum of sanctums, foe heart- 
land of books. Though solemnly 
guarded and protected from 
careless intrusion, the great 
book-lined room was somehow 
always open to Bohemia. It was 
filled with random eccentrics 
with theories about the key to all 
knowledge, to theosophists and 
Gurdpeffians, Ihhnumc scholars 


by Malcolm Bradbury 



It was the dry spot in a wet 
London, the sanctum of sanctums, 
the heartland of books 


and decoders of the meanings of 
Nostradamus. - 

Itwas the sum of literariness, 
the condition to which I 
aspired. As Britain’s great 
library of deposit, it (or its out- 
tying colonies and dependen- 
cies, such as the newspaper 
library at Colindale) held the 
stock of everything. Or not 
quite: the bombing had 
depleted it, too. The great cat- 
alogue, painfully stuck together 
with paste and human hand, 
showed the wartime depreda- 
tions, which the keepers were 
now trying to restore. 

I was, as h happened, work- 


ing on a history of the modem 
British literary periodicals. 
Many of them had been bom in 
Bloomsbuty, some created by 
editors - like Eliot himself, or 
John Lehmann or Cyril Con- 
nolly - one could still meet 
about the premires. Literary 
periodicals are writing’s firing 
edge; they are where the inter- 
esting new writers and the pow- 
erful new movements generally 
show up first Tma gism and 
Vortirism had begun here, just 
round the comer. The Rebel 
Art Centre and the Poetry 
Bookshop had been just a 
stone’s throw away. 


Writing, as everyone knows, 
had long flourished under the 
140ft dome. That meant not 


ital, or Virginia Woolf research- 
ing her reviews. Poems and 
short stories were still habitu- 
ally worked out during the long 
morning wah. for books. With a 
peculiar appropriateness, the 
deputy superintendent who sur- 
veyed the doings of the gath- 
ered scholars and eccentrics 
from his glass cage was Angus 
Wflson - whose high-pitched 
voice resounded round the 
silent room, and who was writ- 
ing tbei^e himself. 


I wrote poetry and fiction 
there, and even fell in love. It 
was with Jean Rook, who 
records her own thesis-writing 
experience in her autobiogra- 
phy The Cowardly Lioness. 
“Ei§hi hours a day in the 
British Museum is a killer, 
unless you’re a mummy,” she 
notes, adding that the chief 
relief was to escape to the 
music room with the present 
writer, who was (as she reminds 
me) writing his first novel down 
at desk D4. 

For my Fifties generation, 
the BM was home to many 
novels, and some of them did 
explicit homage to the hal- 
lowed room. Margaret Drabble 
wrote vividly of working there. 
So did David Lodge in The 
British Museum is Fading Donn, 
a novel richly filled with 
epigraphs from the many pre- 
vious writers who had written in 
what has rightly been called 
“the favourite working space in 
the world". 

Given the multiplication of 
publishing, it was inevitable 
that one day the Reading Room 
would outgrow itself, and a 
new, dedicated British Library 
be builL It has not been an edi- 
fying tale; and the departure of 
books, scholars and writers 
from Great Russell Street to St 
Pancras has been about as emo- 
tionless and unpassionate as the 
new, unromantic building itself. 

Worse still though, is the 
planned future of the Round 
Reading Room. I am unhappy 
to sty it -since the architect is 
Norman Foster, whose work I 
profoundly a dmir e - yet the 
world’s most bookish space is to 
be robbed of its bookishness. It 
vrill be re-incorporated into the 
British Museum itselL Some of 
the great iron stacks which are 
essentia] to its atmosphere will 
be removed; die great 
space will be divided by a j 
screen. 

Looked at abstractly, we can 
say that what’s happening to the 
Round Reading Room is a 
metaphor for a kind of book- 
ishness we have come to dis- 
pense with. It will be appropri- 
ately deconstructed into a new 
room of glass walls and com- 
puters. As one of the trustees 
puts it, its main function as “a 
centre of information wfll be 
unchanged, although it wfll use 
the latest technology". 

The reading room was never 
a “centre of information’; it was 
a great place of writing and 
scholarship- What we are 
deconstructing is an entire his- 
tory of literariness. Hiking one 
of the greatest human spaces 
ever devised for imagination 
and inquiry, we are robbing it 
of its meaning. 


Mr Fix-it goes global 

Simon Edge talks to the once reviled by-election bruiser Andy Ellis 


* ' 


T he Romanian revolution broke out 
at Christmas 1989. Most of us were 
content to watch events unfold on 
television, between the Queen’s Speech 
and the James Bond film, but not Andy 
Ellis. He filled up his car with emergency 
supplies, hooked up with a friend in 
Budapest and entered bullet-pocked 
Timisoara three days after the fall of the 
dictator Ceausescu."“It was dangerous, but 
not particularly scary to me,” he recalls. 
“pLM-haps I’m not easily scared." 

If Ellis doesn’t suffer from fear, he sure 
as hell inspires it. As vice-chairman and 
then secret aiy-general of the Liberal Party 
for much of the 19S0s. he struck terror into 
the hearts of his Labour and Tbry oppo- 
nents by presiding over the series of spec- 
tacular bv -election upsets that threatened 
for a while to change the shape of British 
politics. And now, although he’s all mules 
and Geniality, he’s scaring the pants on me. 

Wc'rc huddled in the kitchen at the 
busfling south London headquarters of the 
lobby firm GJW, of which Ellis is a direc- 
tor, discussing the company’s success in 
picking up contracts to ran elections in 
Palestine, Bosnia and now Yemen. Im try- 
ing to pluck up the courage to ask how 
someone associated - rightly or wrongly - 
with the dirtiest tricks in politics can forge 
a second career out of guaranteeing Can- 
play. Trouble is, he’s six-foot-three and the 
windows rattle when he speaks. 

“Political players are supposed to be 
sidled at getting the result they want, withm 
the overall framework of the rules, andit s 
the job of politicians to camjxum as effec- 
tivciv as [hey know how within that frame- 
work " he says, m the stentorian Brummie 
tones that used to excite the by-election 
sketch writers almost as much as his stick- 
ing-plaster specs and nerdish pullover. 
"What we are doing is establishing the 
framework in which those campaigns can 
lake place." His people never ventured out- 
side the confines of electoral law. he masts. 

At a time when political lobbying is get- 
ting a bad press, Ellis is GJW’s star turn. 
Now based in Brussels, he joined the firm 
as an Eastern Europe expert to set up 
offices in Budapest, Warsaw, Prague and 
Bucharest. Five or six years on, these out- 
fits are thriving in their own right, and Elhs 


is busy bringing the ballot box to some of 
the world’s most denxxTaticaOy-challenged 
areas. He and his team bring the know- 
how, from drawing up constituency bound- 
aries to organising the count and handling 
the media, while the international com- 
munity picks up the tab. Ellis's technical- 
assistance package, costing around £lm for 
a two-year programme, is a relatively 



small price for the UN or the European 
Co mmiss ion to pay if it helps brings 
stability to a-war zone. 

Elections are in Ellis’s soul He first 
stood for Parliament in 1974, as a Liberal, 
at the age of 22. Two years later, he made 
headlines by coming a surprise second in 
the Newcastle Central by-election. He 
tried twice more to reach Westminster, but 

his true metier turned out to be getting 
other people elected. In Bermondsey in 
1983, he masterminded what remains the 
biggest by-election swing in modem polit- 
ical history. Labour's Peter Thtchell, vili- 
fied for homosexuality he (hose then not 
to acknowledge, was opposed by a rebel 


from his own party, John O'Grady. As can- 
vassers <Sd the rounds wearing “Fve kissed 
Peter ThtcbelT badges, Simon Hughes 
romped home for the Liberals and has held 
foe one-time Labour stronghold ever since. 

Ellis picked up an OBE for political ser- 
vices and wound up as chief executive of 
the merged Sodal and Liberal Democrats. 
He says he bears no grudge against the 
SDP loyalists who allegedly plotted his 
ousting in 1989, and he is still a paid-up Lib 
Dem. Tm vety happy with what we devel- 
oped in the Eighties, which was a series of 
major innovations in election campaign- 
ing," he Stys. But would some of those by- 
elections pass the test of the electoral 
supervision that GJW now offers? Thke the 
Thtchell lapel badges, or the notorious 
“Which queen would you vote for?” 
leaflets in the same campaign. “Those 
weren't done by Liberals. As far as I 
remember they were done fry the O'Grady 
people.” But did he approve? Pause. Smile. 
“Nothing went on in Bermondsey that we 
were unhappy with,” he chuckles. 

By-elections generate enduring stories, 
ElHs says, but so do international peace- 
keeping elections - whereupon he mean- 
ders off into a long story about Palestine, 
the punchline of which is bascaJty that win- 
ters on the West Bank are colder than 
you’d think. Perfectly true, and the tale is 
jolly enough, but this is hardly the staff of 
legend. Not like the one about the Labour 
activists burning the Liberal “battle bus” 
after the Newcastle-under-Lyme by-elec- 
tion in 1986. The liberals are said not to 
have complained too much because they 
knew they deserved iL 

But times have changed, and so, no 
doubt, has ETC* He certainly looks differ- 
ent. There’s a stain on his shirt but the pullie 
has gone and the black plastic glasses have 
given way to fender frames. Dressing down 
to make people underestimate him may 
have worked on die by-election battlefield, 
but if s a less productive tactic in the clean- 
cut world of international conadtancy. 

I can’t leave without asking what he’s 
done with die pullover. Pause. Ominously 
long pause, in fact Then the gravelly 
boom: “There are a lot of myths about 
me." And finally, praise be, the table 
wobbles- He’s laughing. 


Are we talking 
avocado again? 


T he year was 1968 and the 
biggest thing that has 
ever happened in bath- 
room suites was being mixed up 
at Arnxitage Shanks in Stafford- 
shire. That was the colour 
avocado -now a cliche, then a 
huge hit that went on to sell an 
estimated 1 million suites. 

“It was a one-off. It could 
never happen again for some- 
thing to become so popular, so 
dramatically. It bordered cm the 
freakish, but in the nicest pos- 
sible way," says the commercial 
services manager, Sam Wood- 
berry. “From 1972 to 1978, 
avocado outsold all other 
colours put together. It really 
did become accepted to talk 
about bathroom suites at the 
swish est cocktail parties. You 
could say, ‘Oh, we’ve got an 
avocado bidet.'” 

How soon we forget The 
words “avocado" and “bidet" 
are now onty mentioned in the 
same sentence as "care in the 
community”. Witness this 
months Ede Decoration: “The 
all-white bathroom represent- 
ing purity in the Twenties is now 
a clear statement of superior 
taste. Even estate agents now 
talk disparagingly of the avo- 
cado bathroom suite, which 
has replaced garden gnomes as 
an object of ridicule? 

Never believe anything you 
read in a magazine devoted to 
“emotional photography”, but 
this did check ouL EUllreed 
Homes in Sussex speaks for ail 
estate agents when it states 
coldly that the “once-ubiqui- 
tous avocado suite is out**. 

It may be out of production 
but is it realty out of mind? 
After all, onty months ago Blade 
Forest gateau was a dichA 
Now, according to EatSoup 
magazine, it is on the comeback 
dessert trolley. If avocado 
prawn can be fashionable a g ain . 


why not avocado suites? Paul 
Curtis of Roy Brooks estate 
agents in London snorts: “Well, 
I think we are talking about 
something that is around just a 
bit longer than a gateau." 

But this is exactly the point. 
Fashion gurus keep saying that 
brown is the new bock, but 
nothing can replace avocado. 
Already the whisper in sanitary- 
ware is that some of the darker 
Seventies colours (remember 
plum?) are poised to return and 
liven up a decade that so far has 
been whiter than white. 

Mr Woodbeny has followed 
the market for 30 years and be 
says it is not a question of 
whether avocado wfll return, 
but when. Of course by that 
time, they may be extinct if cur- 
rent rip-out rates persist. One 
idea to avert (his would be to 
stan listing all avocado suites 
(1969 launch suites could have 
a special status). 

Parliament is already show- 
ing interest Not kmg agp, Peter 
Viggers (Conservative, Gos- 
port) spoke on a related topic 
"The House will be entranced 
to hear that men take an aver- 
age of 45 seconds in the lava- 
tory and women take an aver- 
age of 80 seconds." He then 
argued that women need three 
times the amount of provision. 
“I hope that that plea will be 
heard by some of the people 
who make the derisions about 
the provision of public lava- 
tories." 

If we are on the brink of a 
boom in women's bathrooms - 
and this realty would be a vote- 
getter with Worcester woman - 
then why not colour that future 
avocado? It’s the kind of * 
you just don’t hear eno _ 
about at cocktail parties these 
days. 

Ann Treneman 


Your gift could be the only 
one she'll get this Christmas 



year Hie Salvation Army helps thousands of children enjoy 
a proper Quistmas - children who otherwise could expect 
but loneliness, neglect or even physical abuse. We 
organise Christmas lunches, offering many children a much-needed 
square meal, as well as providing food parcels for needy families. 
We’re even able to brighten op C hristmas mornings with a few 
small, but gratcfaUy received presents. 

Yet we can only do this with your help. Could you help 
brighten up a child's Christmas? £5 could buy a small Christmas 
present. £18 could buy a food parcel for a family of four.£35 could 
pay for a Christmas patty for 10 children. 

No matter how much you can pvt, you’ll help light up a 
child’s life this Christmas. 

Plane ratara the coapea Moar with yavgtt toe 
Tbt SahaBm Draft FREEPOST KE34G6, 

101 Qnm Wdnrfi Street, LONDON BC4B4SR. 


Please make your gift by calling /.• , ,» I \r 

0800 100 181 'O' 

now, or use the form below 


j Here is ny gift of: £15 □ £«□ «cQ Other [T 


| Please make ChequesfPostal Orders payable to Tbc Salvation Annyor 
| complete yonr credit card details below. 

■ Name _ __ _ 


31 


Address . 


I! 

-I 


.Postcode 


Gedh/Debit/CAFcard no. 


TT 


n 


Expiry d ale 

m/m 


i 

i 

| Please ream du coupon with yonr gift to TIk Salvation Aany, FREEPOST KE3466, | 
^01 Queen Victoria StreaXoabn EC4B4SR. The Sataon Army 'A Kags&nd ChMyJ 
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Airbus shrugs off jet merger 



Michael Harrison 

London 

and David Usbome 

New York 


Airbus Industrie, the Euro- 
pean aircraft manufacturer, 
yusttfiday conceded that the 
Boeing takeover of McDonnell 
Douglas had increased the ur- 
gency for it to push ahead with 
its own restructuring into a ful- 
Jv commercial organisation. 

" But the four-nation consor- 
tium. in which British Aero- 
space has a ZO per cent stake, 
shrugged off suggestions that 


the merger of its two US rivals 
would seriously undermine its 
position in the civil jet market. 

A source close to Airbus m 
Tbufcuse said: “This deal makes 
the need for Airbus to become 
a single corporate entity that 
much more acute. The four 
partners need to stop bickering 
among themselves and face up 
squarely to the enemy on the 
outer sule of the pond." 

Claims that the $45hn merg- 
er between the world's number 
one and number three aircraft 
manufacturers might over- 
whelm Airbus were, however. 


dismissed. “People tend to for- 
get that McDonnell Douglas is 
now an also-ran in the comine- 
rial aircraft market. It only ac- 
counts for 5-6 per cent of orders 
so I don’t see how a merger with 
Boeing threatens us or makes 
life more difficult," said Bob 
Alizaxt, Airbus rice-president of 
corporate communications. 

Strong backing for this view 
came from Sir Colin Marshall, 
chairman of British Airways, 
who said that, if anything, the 
Boeing deal would strengthen 
the hand of Airbus. Sir Colin, 
whose airline has never bought 


any Airbus aircraft, said the 
merger would remove from the 
market a bit player tempted to 
cause price distortions by un- 
dercutting its two bigger rivals. 

Second, it would distract 
Boeing's attentions for at least 
12 months while it was putting 
the merged company together. 

Tbird, said Sr Goto, it meant 
that airlines would insist on 
shortlisting Airbus for most 
new aircraft orders to ensure 
that there remained healthy 
competition between two strong 
manufacturers. 

BAeand the three other Air- 


bus partners - Aerospatiale of 
France. Germany’s Daimler 
Benz and Casa of Spain, are due 
to sign a binding memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) ly the 
end of this year setting Out bow 
the consortium will convert 
into a limited commercial com- . 
pany by 1999. 

Edzard Reuter, the Airbus 
chairman and former head of 
Daimler Bets, was quoted as 
saying that the Boeing merger 
would accelerate the three-year 
timetable for transition. But 
these remadcs appeared to be 
contradicted by Thule use, which 


$aid that any other target date 
t han 1999 would be “unrealistic". 

Progress towards signing the 
binding MOU has been slowed 
up by a dispute among the Air- 
bus partners aver what assets 
they should put into the new 
■ company and who would be re- 
spcmsibfe for them. 

At present the four compa- 
nies are work-sharing partners 
who charge Airbus for nuflding 
aircraft and then take a per- 
centage of any profit made 
from selling them. When Air- 
bus transfers into a public lim- 
ited status the partneis will 


become shareholders while Air- 
bus will be able to contract pro- 
duction wherever it wishes. 

The deal, meanwhile, was 
given a strong welcome on Wall 
Street yesterday with shares in 
both companies surging in ear- 


wiB be chief operating officer of 

the new company. 

Philip Concht, meanwhile, the 
C3EOcf Boeii^, voted optimism 
that the merger would win ear- 
ly approval from US monopoly 
atone “Look at this on a 


that for McDonnell Douglas in 
particular it was the only sen- 
sible long-term option. 

Harry Stonedpner, chief ex- 
ecutive of MdDcmnefi Douglas, 
said: “This was whatwe warned. 
This was the only deal we con- 
sklered. we did not shoptbecom- 
- pa ny around." Mr Stonedpher 


anti-trust issue wffl not be there. 

At the start of New York trad- 
ing, Boeing stock was trading up 
$5.75 at $10150, increasing the 
value of its all-share offer to dose 
on $15bn. More impressive was 
a $1225 jump in McDonn ell 
Douglas stores to reach $6425. 

Comment, page 15 


OECD praises UK 
economic policies 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The Government's economic 
policies have delivered the best 
growth and inflation prospects 
for 30 years, according to a 
glowing end-of-year report 
from the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). 

The one criticism the agency 
makes is that progress in 
reducing the Government’s 
budget deficit has been too 
slow. It predicts that the UK will 
not qualify for the single 
currency because the borrowing 
requirement will exceed the 
3 percent Maastricht ceiling. 

In its twice -yearly economic 
outlook, published later this 
week, the OECD says strong 
growth, falling unemployment 
and low inflation “arc the most 
tangible signs of the positive 
benefits of past and ongoing 
microeconomic reforms and a 
stable macroeconomic policy 
framework". It is the latest in 
a stream of publications from 
the Paris-based organisation, 
funded by member gov- 
ernments, to lavish praise on 
Government policies. 

\hi Koromzay. the organisa- 
tion's deputy’ director for 
economic forecasts, said: “I’m 
not sure if one wants to be 
euphoric, but the OECD 
assessment is that there really 
are grounds to be solidly opti- 
mistic about the near-term 
prospects for the UK economy." 

The Government was de- 
lighted by the support for its 
claims that its policies have 
helped push Britain up the 
growth league. Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor, said: “This 
independent report from a 
highly respected international 
body .supports my view that 
the UK economy is facing the 
best economic dnumMances for 
a generation." 


Indeed, the OECD’s vigor- 
ously free-market economists 
say another dose of deregula- 
tion and flexibility would bring 
substantial benefits, even 
though the UK has already 
gone much further than conti- 
nental Europe and Japan. 

The new forecasts put Britain 
in the top half of the league of 
big industrial countries for 
growth, with only the Canadian 
economy expanding faster dur- 
ing the next two years. Us pre- 


diction of 33 per cent growth 
3.5 per 


next 


year 

cent Treasury forecast in the 


OECD growth forecast 
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for Independent economists. 
Consumer spending and private 
sector investment are expected 
to drive the above-trend growth. 

The OECD foresees unem- 
ployment tilling below 7 percent 
of the workforce by the second 
half of 1998, Che third lowest 
among the big economics after 
Japan and the US. The report 
suggests that falling unemploy- 
ment could reduce overall in- 
equality even if the distribution 
of wages widens, providing the 
Government with some useful 
ammunition against the charge 
that income inequality has 


grown Caster in the UK than any 
other industrial country. 

It reckons interest rates will 
have to rise, although by a 
mere quarter point by 1998. But 
the organisation says inflation 
will remain below the Govern- 
ment's target, making it much 
more optimistic than many 
other economists. Unlike many 
other forecasters, including the 
Bank of England, the OECD 
thinks inflationary pressures 
have diminished smee 1995. 

The report says: “Inflation is 
projected to be below 25 per 
cent in the coming two years, 

in sterling's* effec^'exdmn^ 
rale and some firming of interest 
rates." It concedes there is some 
risk of inflationary pressure, but 
says there are do convincing signs 
yet that inflation is rising. 

This optimistic outlook stiii 
puts UK inflation above the av- 
erage for the G7 countries, at 
22 percent in 1997 and 1.9 per 
cent in 1998, compared with 
average rates of 1.7 per cent and 

1.6 per cent respectively. But it 
concludes: “Prospects for 
achieving sustained output 
growth and low inflation are the 
best in 30 years, even though 
fiscal consolidation has been 
relatively slow." 

The outlook for government 
borrowing is the one area where 
the think-tank is substantially 
more pessimistic than the 
Treasury: “Significant further 
progress in delivering the 
planned reduction in public sec- 
tor borrowing will be needed." 

In a forecast made before ihe 
Budget, it puts the ratio of gov- 
ernment borrowing to GDP at 

3.7 per cent in 1997 - the same 
as Italy- the key year for the de- 
cision as to which countries 
qualify to join the euro. Even the 
measures announced last month 
would be unlikely to get this be- 
low the 3 per cent ceiling. 

Comment, page 15 



Sharing In a bonanza (from left): Robert Howells, Len Wright, Godfrey Burley, Giles Feamley and Kenneth Irvine 


Prism founders get shares worth £5.4 m 


Patrick Tooher 


Prism Rail 


The seven founder investors of 
Prism Rail, the company set up 
to tender for passenger train 
franchises, were awarded more 
free shares worth £5. 4m yes- 
terday after announcing plans 
to finance their fourth success- 
ful bid. 

Details of the latest share bo- 
nanza emerged as Prism an- 
nounced a £12m rights issue to 
help fond the contract to oper- 
ate West Anglia Great North- 
ern railway, the heavily 
subsidised line which tuns from 
London to Stansted airport, 
Cambridge and Peterborough. 

The founders already own 
just over a third of Prism’s 
shares, worth more than £30m 
at last night's closing price of 





445p, compared to their plac- 
ing price in May of lOOp. 

The launch yesterday of the 
5-fbr-28 rights issue at a deeply- 
discounted 330p a share set off 
atchet i 


a complex ratchet mechanism. 


Under the terms of a deal 
agreed when Prism gained a list- 
ing on the Alternative Invest- 
ment Market, a total of 165 
million deferred shares were is- 
sued at par to the founders in 
return for them agreeing to fond 
the cost of Prism tendering for 
ra3 franchises up to £2.7m. 

In October the investors, six 
of whom run private bus com- 
panies, were awarded shares 
worth £7.4m after Prism took 
over two rail franchises. South 
Wales and West Railway and 
Cardiff Railway. 

Prism defended the latest 
award of shares, saying the 
founders had taken the time and 
financial risk of bidding for 18 
of the 25 available rail franchises 
without a guarantee they would 
win any. “We didn’t borrow the 


no 


money, and we are 
Salary from Prism,” said 
frey Burley, Prism's chairman. 

. The subscription agreement 
ensures that' the founder in- 
vestors receive deferred shares 
equivalent to 25 per cent of any 
new. ordinary shares issued. 
The deferred shares are con- 
vertible into ordinary shares on 
a one-for-one basis every time 
Prism is awarded a new fran- 
chise and fresh equity is raised 
to fund its operations. 

In addition to the new shares 
awarded yesterday, the seven 
founders also share in a 
£620,000 payment for waiving 
their entitlement to take up 
shares in the rights issue, which 
is hilly underwritten by stock- 
brokers William de Broe. As a 
result the directors’ stake in 


Prism wiQ foil from 33.6 per cent 
to just under 32 per cent 
The founders of Prism are Mr 
Burley and Peter Shipp, who run 
Yorkshire Motor Services 
Group; finance director Giles 
Feamley and Stuart Wilde, who 
run Biazefield Buses: Robert 
Howells, chairman of the bus 
company Lynton; and Len 
Wright, of the bus company Q 
Drive. The seventh founder is 
Kenneth Irvine, who used to 


write papers on privatising 
" iRmlforthe/ 


contracts. 


Comment, page 15 


Sky verdict angers cable firms 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


ctirm thei 
Bridgcnu 


I'K cable companies yester- 
day threatened to take their 
long-running dispute with 
Rupert Murd»<h\ BSkyU to 
Hawk foUimingetinfimuilkvi 
that the Office ol Fair Trailing 
had cleared the controversial 
terms under which Skv makes 
its pay-TY channels n\'.ukiMc to 
cable Kfx-rjMrv 

The revised rale card, for- 
mally approved by the OFT yes- 
K-uLsy, will be in el feel within 
fJt J.ivs. and del ermines the 
si idiWiii'nl Mipph of USh B's 
p.i> -TV programming to cable. 

Cable operators will he able 
to choose among various dis- 
count options, and to he eligi- 
ble lor discounts even it (Itcvdo 
not lake all the Skv channels. 
n»ei will ala' he able to otter 
Skv s ne» sports clumncl on an 

a i.i ram 1 basis. 

“The changes increase the 
ilcxihiitv vif cable' operators in 


John Bridgemao. director gen- 
eral of the OFE 

But the Cable Communica- 
tions Association reacted bit- 
terly to the decision. “We fail to 
see how today's announcement 
is in the consumers' interest." 
it said in a statement. 

The operators complained 
that they would still be obliged 
to take most, if not all (he Skv 


channels in order to be eligible 
for discounts. They were also 
concerned that Sky's schemes 
were based on revenues per sub- 
scriber. rather than on volume. 
The cable industry is more con- 
cerned to build its subscriber 
base than to maximise rev- 
enues per cable connection. 

BSkyB shares rose 13p to 
close at 4S9.5p, reflecting the 
market perception that Sky had 


Mirror Croup and BSHyB were 
last night competing for the 
pey-per-view broadcasting rights 
to the Lennox Lewis-Oliver 
McCall boxing match, scheduled 
for February. The move marks 
the first rime BSkyB’s hold on 
pay-per-view televUion has been 
seriously challenged. 

Minor Group, which owns 46 
per cent of the Independent, is 
brokering Its songbt-for deal on 
behalf of the cable industry, 
which would offer the fight on 
a pay-per-view basts to its 1.6 
million franchise homes. 


BSkyB. which p i o n eered (be 
pay-per-view concept in the 
UK with its Bnwo~Tysoo and 
iyson-Ho|yfield broadcasts, 
was believed to he eager to (op 
the Mirror-backed bid on behalf 
of its 4 rnOikNi direct-to-bome 
satellite subscribers. 

Mirror Group is thought to 
have offered a minimum guar- 
antee to the fight’s promoters, 
a promise of high promotional 
spend and a 50/50 split of the 
revenues. However, analysts 
expected BSkyB to top the hid 
as the negotiations continued. 


once again escaped regulatory 
restraints. The City was also 
cheered by reports that BSkyB 
was poised to award contracts 
to the manufacturers of set-top 
boxes, in anticipation of the 
launch of digital satellite tele- 
vision in late 1997. 

The launch of the digital ser- 
vice had been delayed while the 
Government considered the 
terms of formal guidelines cov- 
ering set-top box technology. 
These arc now- likely to be laid 
before Parliament on Thursday, 
clearing the way for Sky to award 
contracts worth up to OJOm. 

BSkyB s more buoyant share 
price followed several moaths 
of uncertainty, particularly over 
regulatory concerns and the 
timing of the digital launch. The 
shares reached nearly 700p 
earlier this year, but slid to well 
below 500p. 

Sky has held talks with pro- 
gramme suppliers, retailers and 
manufacturers about its plans 
for a digital service. 


ITV companies back 
network shake-up 


The 11 ITV companies are to 
consider a radical plan to set up 
a new management structure for 
the Network Centre and the 
ITV Association, industry 
sources said last night, writes 
Mathew Horsman. 

The platvwhidi has the back- 
ing of at least three leading ITV 
companies, would sec a man- 
aging director appointed to a 
new company, ITV Ltd, re- 
sponsible for the network 
schedule and other ITV-wide 
activities. 

“There is a general percep- 
tion that there needs to be an 
accountable structure for the 
network director and the com- 
missioning staff at Network 
Centre.” a senior ITV broad- 
caster said yesterday. “The cur- 
rent system is not accountable, 
either for ratings or for admin- 
istration.'’ 

Sources stressed that the new 


s^em would leave intact the ra- 


iments governing com- 
missioning at Network Centre, 
as reflated by the Independent 
Television Commission, would 
also be respected. 

However, the reorganisation 
will be seen by many as a fur- 
ther step toward creating a sin- 
gle “Channel 3 W brand in the 
UK, capable of responding to 
the ratings challenge posed by 
cable, satellite and the new 
Channel 5 terrest ri al service. 

The plan is also oosssstentwith 
the increasing consolidation of 
ITV ownership, which could 
lead to rive whole of ITV con- 
trolled by just two or three com- 
panies. The market widely 
expects Yorkshire-Tyne Tics to be 
bought by Granada, while HTV 
is believed to be m the rights of 
either United News* Media or 
Carlton Gr wnimm i caTfop &. 
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Court issues 
arrest warrant 
for Levitt 


NicOcutti 


A warrant for the arrest of 
Roger Levitt, the disgraced 
former life assurance sales- 
man, was issued yesterday by 
London magistrates after he 
failed to appear in coon on a 
summons alleging that he was 
the “shadow director” of a 
boxing promotion company in 
contravention of a disqualifi- 
cation order. 

Timothy 'Workman, a Lon- 
don magistrate, issued the war- 
rant at the Marlborough Street 
court after hearing that Mr 
Levitt was overseas and had no 
{dans to return to the UK. 

He ordered that the warrant 
should not be backed by bail to 
ensure Mr Levitt was taken into 
immediate custody once the 
warrant was executed. 

The warrant follows an 
investigatios by the Depart- 
ment offrade and Industry over 
allegations (hat Mr Levitt has 
acted in contravention of the 
Company Directors (Disquali- 
fication) Act 1986. 

• Nicholas Hobbs, DTI inves- 
tigating officer, told the court 
tirat he had charge of the 
criminal investigation into Mr 


said that Mr Levitt wrote a 
farther letter in September, 
saying that be had not been in- 
volved in any business activity 
since “early 1995", no longer 
resided in the UK, and had no 
plans to return here. 

When a summons , was is- 
sued, it was returned marked 
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British Railforthe Adam Smith 
Institute, a free market think 

tank 

Prism has bid for 18 of the 25 
rail franchises being sold off and 
is shortlisted for the Scottail and 
North West Regional Railways^) 
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Roger Levitt: Court heard 
he plans to stay overseas 




Jn 


Levitt’s alleged offence. 

’ In repfy to a series of ques- 
tions from Simon dements, 
prosecuting. Mr Hobbs said he 
wrote to Mr Levitt at bis 
London address in July this year 
requesting an interview. 

Mr Levitt replied tfy letter on 
4 August, saying his profes- 
sional advisers would not be 
available to assist him until 
September. The investigator 


“refused", and Mr Levitt’s wife 
had said t hat her husband bad 

left the UK earfier this year, and. 

no longer resided'ai: the *kfc*4& 
in north London. 

Mr Hobbs said the DTI as a 

result did not think that toe 
s umm ons could be eataoed 
without a warrant being issued 
for the arrest of Mr 
He also confirmed that ™ 
Levitt's solkatcHS werenot bong 
instructed by him fo oopis^ 1011 ■ 
with the matter. ’ 

After hearing this, Mr Work' 
man granted the application, 
saying, “there’ll be a warrant 
with no bail"- 
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US deal will not shoot down European rival 




'If the world’s airlines 
want to ensure 
healthy competition 
for their custom when 
they next update their 
fleets, then they will 
.mate damn certain 
that the European 
manufacturer is on 
every tender list* 


"Dndsh Airways is not renowned as a great 
JJsupporter of Europe's Airbus Industrie. 
It has never bought a single one of its jets 
and indeed is stiff resentfully referred to in 
parts of Tbnlouse as Boeing Airways. So when 

the BA chairman Sir Holm Marshall -says that 

the merger between Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas can be nothing bat good news for 
Airbus, it is worth tafcjj pg note. 

The reasoning goes something like this 
The merger w3i reduce the number of 
players in the big airliner market to two. If 
the world's airlines want to ensure healthy 
competition for their custom when they next 
update their fleets, then they will make damn 
certain that the European manufac turer is 
on every tender lisL The market will not 
allow the Americans to steamroller Airbus 
into oblivion because it has seen what hap- 
pens when Boeing has a monopoly. It is no 
accident that the 747 jumbo jet - available 
only from Seattle - accounts for more than 
a third of Boeing's profits. 

There are other reasons why the merger 
should not mean the meltdown on this side 
of the Atlantic suggested by some observers. 
One is the simplefact that it will tie Boeing 
up in knots for at least a year as the com- 
bined business beds down. The other is that 
it removes a bit player with a tired product 
range from the maiket, thus eliminating the 
threat of uncommercial pricing. 

In any event, it is by no means obvious that 
Boeing’s primary purpose in buying up 
McDonnell is to gang up on Airbus. The 


increased presence the deal gives Boeing in 
the miliiaiy market looks a more compelling 
motive, particularly now that it also has 
Rockwell under its' belt Lockheed Martin 
and Europe’s collection of am independent 
defence manufacturers probably have more 
to worry about than Airbus does. 

None of this means, however, that Airbus 
can afford to be complacent. One side 
effect of the merger is to put more onus on 
the consortium to complete its restructur- 
ing into a properly accountable and felly 
commercial entity, so that it can tap the cap-; 
rtal markets for fends and match the em- 
tiencies and economies of scale that Boeing 
presumably reckons it can wring from Dou- 
glas’s factories lower down the West Coast 
That is no bad thing. The French partner 
in Airbus has recently shown signs of want- 
ing to drag its feet. The Boeing-McDonneD 
deal is perhaps the kick in the shins it needs. 

Prism’s ratchet to riches 
takes some beating 

P rism Rail's founding investors like to call 
the extraordinary money-making wheeze 
they bad built into the company's articles of 
association a “ratchet scheme”. The rest of 
os will continue to think of it as a racket. Not 
that it can be faulted, except perhaps as an 
example of unbridled corporate excess. It’s 
not illegal; nor, given that it is set out in black 
and white in Prism's original flotation 


prospectus, can it be regarded as even re- 
motely questionable. But as an example of 
how to use the stock market to enrich your- 
self beyond the dreams of avarice it takes 
some beating. 

Prism Ran is a stock market vehicle set up 
by a group of successful bus operators 
specifically for the purpose of bidding for 
privatised rail franchises. It has proved a 
wonder stock, rising fivefold since being 
floated on the alternative investment mar- 
ket last May. What the founding investors 
did was grant themselves a lorry load of 
“free" deferred shares, which become con- 
vertible into ordinary shares every time they 
raise money to finance a rail franchise. This 
is justified on the basis that the founders put 
up £2.7m of their own money to cover the 
costs of tendering for the franchises, none 
of which is refundable should they faiL Per- 
haps predictably, they haven't Prism won its 
fourth franchise yesterday - the West Anglia 
Great Northern - and duly announced pro- 
posals to raise £12m to finance it 

This is where the wheeze gets realty clever 
... er, sorry, astute. The conversion rate for 
the founders is one free share for every four 
shares issued. So does that mean the 
founders get free shares to the value of 25 
per cent of the money raised? Don’t be naive. 

The rights issue has been pitched at a deep 
discount to the current stock market price. 

Thus for just £12m raised, the founders 
get £5.4m of worth of free shares. The 
deeper the discount, the more the founders 


get as a proportion of the amount raised. 
Add in the underwriting fee of an astonish- 
ing 3.5 per cent, most of which goes to 
Williams de Broe (this on a deeply dis- 
counted rights, but when there's so much 
money flying around it’s only fair to stare 
it out a bit), and you are looking at a cost 
of capital of something approaching 50 per 
cent. Even in the weird and wacky wona ot 
venture capital that's going it 

If these franchises turn out to be the gold 
mine Williams de Broe and others think mey 
are, then nobody's going to complain. But 
for ratchet should we perhaps be reading 
Fonzi? Just watch it 

Let’s keep this miracle 

in perspective 

G osh, it's a miracle, and just in time for 
Christmas too. In words that could al- 
most have flowed directly from the Chan- 
cellor’s own office, the OECD has come cut 
firmly m support of the Government’s clai m 
that jts policies have increased the British 
economy's potential for growth without in- 
flation. But before Mr Clarke’s rhetoric car- 
ries us and him away, it is important to get 
the improvement into perspective. Britain s 
performance relative to outer big industri- 
al countries is not as bad as it once was. We 
are talking small miracle, although none the 
less welcome for thaL 
Conservative triumphalism about this 


week s report from the OECD is focusing on 
the fact that it predicts the UK will have the 
second-fastest growth rale in the G7 for the 
next two years, and has enjoyed hig her than 
average growth since 1993. It diouldbe borne 
m mind, however, that UK growth was lower 
than the G7 average during the preceding 
downturn. The new forecasts thus demon- 
strate the well-known fact - that the British 
economy is more volatile than most others. 

The organisation reserves its real praise 
for the fact that it reckons inflation will 
remain in abeyance at least until 1998, the 
fifth year of growth at or above trend. 
According to the OECD, the new flexibil- 
ity of the labour market is paying off, with 
no sign of upward pressure on wages. Look 
at the detail, however, and you see that the 
OECD is going out on a limb to justify these 
forecasts. Its economists reckon that only a 
quarter point rise in base rates is required 
to keep inflation below the 25 per cent tar- 
get- This is a good deal more optimistic than 
others. Most economists are talking about 
base rates rising from the current 6 per cent 
to more than 7 per cent in a year or two. 

And despite the OECD’s optimism, it Is 
still predicting that the UK inflation rate will 
remain one of the highest in the G7. Scep- 
tics might note that it is easy to achieve a bet- 
ter than normal performance in a low-infla- 
tion world. The longer the economy grows 
at an above-normal pace, and the faster 
unemployment falls, the greater the danger 
that wages and inflation will pick up. 
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BoE set to 
launch a 
challenger 
to Target 


Peter Rodger s 

Financial Editor 


,-akThe Bank of England yesterday 
te>tepped up a row wife France 
and Germany over the Tkrget 
settlement system for the euro, 
by threatening to launch a cut- 
price rival service if Britain 
stays out of fee single currency. 

The threat emerged in a 
speech by Howard Davies, 
deputy governor of the Bank, 
ana was reiterated in fee Bank’s 
quarterly report on preparations 
for monetary union. 

It is understood the Bank has 
begun detailed work on prepar- 
ing a UK system which would 
be brought into action if Ranee 
and Germany refuse to back 
down over Tkrget. 

Experts believe a London- 
based rival could operate with 
much lower costs and attract set- 
tlement business for the new 
currency away from continen- 
tal centres, bypassing Tkrget. 

With 500 banks, London has 
fee critical mass needed to start 
a new service, and a rival UK 
system would be open to any 
continental b3nk to use. 

The sensitivity of fee issue 
arises because Tkrget will be a 
vital pari of fee new monetary 


ropean Central Bank. I twin dear 
the largest payments in euros 
across national borders, linking 
national settlement systems. 

But France and Germany 
have been pressing to prevent 
banks from countries feat do 
not join fee single oirrency 
having fell access to fee new ser- 
vice. This has been fiercely re- 
sisted by fee Bank of England. 

The Bank is enthusiastic 
about Tkrget because it will 
bring a big reduction in fee risks 
of settlement between Euro- 
pean countries by transferring 
very large s ums of money in- 


stantly between banks, rather 
than allowing delays of several 
hours between the dispatch 
and receipt This “real time” set- 
tlement eliminates fee risk of a 
domino collapse if one bank 
fails to deliver. 

Mr Davies said in a speech in 
London “denying even-handed 
access to Tkrget would negate 
one ofthe main purposes of the 
whole exerdse,,to reduce fee 
risk inherent in systems in which 
banks are exposed to each other 
for a period of hours”. 

Banks would find ways round 
fee restriction which would be 
more risky, so central banks 
across Europe will have scored 
an own goal, he added. 

Last Friday, fee Ecu Banking 
Association announced plans 
for a conventional rather than 

real-time euro .settlement sys- 
tem, which it daimed could take 
40 per cent of the market 

One possible option, said Mr 
Davies, would be for the UK to 
develop its own real-time set- 
tlement system for euros “to 
allow quick, efficient and safe 
euro payments within the UK 
which would not rely on access 
to intra-day credit from the 
euro area”. 

The key issue is that France 
and Germany want non-mem- 
ber countries settling through 
Tkrget to be refused credit from 
the European Central Bank 
during fee working day. 

Short-term credit is essential 
to keeping a largp settlement sys- 
tem working, and the Bank of 
England's alternative proposals 
would achieve this without ask- 
ing for credit from fee ECB. 

One option would be to set 
up a separate real-time UK 
dealing system for euros but use 
continental brandies of British 
banks - which will have access 
to Tkrget - to provide credit 
when fee system needed it. 


Insurance 
brokers merge 


Peter Rodgers 


ihasc in the rationali- 
if insurance broking 
sterday with the an- 
ient of a surprise 
renter between Lloyd 
on and JIB, two 
■sized London firms. 



it py •7*1 . 

ter Sedgwick and 


floated in 1991 by 
iiheson, which still 
rer cent stake. This 
,lcd to 34 per cent 
erger. 

s backing fee deal, 
first discussed be- 
iwo brokers two 
it pul on ice because 
tries over fee future 
I's insurance market 
now been resolved, 
revived about six 


.chief executive of 

..ihn mill ntuv 



K i*. — merged 
e merger was not 
nive just to make 


savings but intended to ex- 
ploit the exact fitbetween the wo. 

His own firm was predomi- 
nantly a London market insur- 
ance and reinsurance broker 
and had tried in recent years to 
develop in Asia and L atin Amer- 
ica. JIB was “fantastically weD es- 

tabhshetr in Asia Pacific because 

of its connection with Jardine. 

The only area where there 
was a potential for conflict was 
in the London energy insurance 

market, but even there the two 
companies had differentgeo- 
graphical Specialities - JIB m 
Africa and Asia and Uoyd 
Thompson in America ana 
Scandinavia, he said. 

The new company, to be 
called Jardine Lloyd Thompson, 
will be chaired by John Bmton, 
now chief executive of JIB, 
whose shares shot up 21p to 
130p after the terms were 
announced. Uoyd Thompson 
rose Up to 174p. 

The offer, to be made by 
Uoyd Thompson through 
Phoenix Securities, is of four 
new Lloyd Thompson shares for 
every five JIB shares. 



On a scale 

of nought to ten, 

NO~ONE’S 

ever given it from one 

TO NINE 


Full points or a big fat zero. There’s no average mark for 
our malt. The unique, uncompromising taste of Lapbroaig 
( la-froyg ) has always polarised opinions. Some relish its 
sweet, heathery smokiness. Others will never appreciate 
its oily medicinal tang, nor savour the strong hint 
of seaweed. Take a sip, but be ready to take sides. 
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Holiday Inn deal 
gives Bass stake in 
largest US hotelier 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Bass has sold 47 Holiday Inns 
and 14 management contracts 
to Bristol Hotel, a Dallas-based 
hotelier, in u deal that gives the 
British brewer a 36 per cent 
stake in what will be North 
America's largest owner-oper- 
ator of full-service hotels. 

As well as the share slake, 
Bass will receive S91m (£55m) 
in cash from Bristol, which is also 
paying down $300m of Bass's 
debt, putting a total value of 
$n59m on the hotels. Sir Ian 
Prosser. Bass chairman, said 
the deal was in line with its strat- 
egy of expanding its Holiday Inn 


two directors to the board of 
Bristol and Holiday Inn would 
continue to own and manage its 
Crawnc Plaza hotels in North 
America. 

The transaction more than 
doubles the size of Bristol. For- 
merly called the Harvey Hotel 
Company, it owns and operates 
39 pnmarOy full-service hotels 
in seven stales with a total of 
10,187 rooms. Founded in 1981. 
the company emplovs more 
than 4,500 staff. 

The €1 hotels transferred, 
which have a book value of 
S63%n, generated profits of 
S69m in the financial year to 30 
September after payment of 


franchise and withdrawing from 
icrship of hotel 


the direct ownership 
properties. 

Under the Holiday Inn 
franchise system hoteliers, who 
retain management and own- 
ership of the hotels, pay a 
signing-on fee to join and a per- 
centage of annual sales for the 
computer reservation system 
and marketing. 

Holiday Inn Worldwide op- 
erates or franchises more than 
2,200 hotels and 380,000 guest 
rooms in around 60 countries. 
It is the world's largest single 
hotel brand. 

Bass said it would appoint 



franchise fees. Bristol will 
spend SISOm on the properties 
over the next three years. Bass 
said the deal wou Id have no sig- 
nificant effect on its eamings- 

Bass said it was in talks with 
Bristol over the possible sale of 
these Holiday Inn hotels in 
North America last week. 

Bass ts putting Holiday Inn 
through a modernisation pro- 
gramme in an attempt to bring 
the 43-year-old chain up to 
date. The programme requires 
aD hotels that have not been up- 
graded since they joined the sys- 
tem prior to 1989 to modernise 

or leave. 

In the year to September, 
Holiday Inn Worldwide report- 
ed a 15.4 per cent rise in oper- 
ating profit with strongest 


growth earning £nom Europe, the 
Middle] 


Sir Ian: Withdrawing from 
direct ownership of hotels 


: East and Africa. Dining 
the year the Holiday Inn chain 
grow from 2,080 hotels to 2^49. 

The disposal of most of its 
American managed hotels is 
Bass's first corporate move 
since its attempted bid for 
Carisberg-Tetley was put on ice 
by Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, who referred 
the £200m deal to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commis- 
sion. The deal would have 
returned Bass to its position as 
Britain's biggest brewer. 


Black sells Fairfax stake 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


HoDingcr, Conrad Black's media 
holding company, yesterday 
agreed to sell a 20 per cent stake 
in Fairfax, the Australian media 
giant, for AS447.1m (£213m), 
ending a five-year attempt to win 
control of the company. 

The stake, sold to Brieriey In- 
vestments of New Zealand, was 
being seen last night as a bar- 
gaining chip in the battle for 
control of Fairfax, which has in 
the past attracted the interest of 
three media barons: Mr Black, 
Rupert Murdoch and Kerry 
Packer, the Australian TV and 
print mogul. 

Brieriey, which is known to in- 


vest in companies for investment 
purposes, was thought likely to 
open discussions with Mr Packer 
about selling the stake on, once 
Australian media ownership 
rules were reformed. 

The company insisted, how- 
ever, that the holding was 
“strategic’' and that it bad no 
immediate intentions of seek- 
ing a buyer. 

Mr Packer has a 15 per cent 
stake in Fairfax, the maximuiri al- 
lowed by companies which also 
control television stations. Mr 
Murdoch's News Corporation re- 
cently sold its 5 per cent stake. 

Brieriey has a conditional 
agreement to pay $I06.7m for 
Hollinger’s remaining 5 per 
cent stake. Hollinger, which 


held the stake through a Dutch- 
>i diary of the corn- 


based subsidiary 
party’s Daily Telegraph 
is expected to use the} 
to reduce corporate debt. 

Mr Black made it clear ear- 
lier this year that he would seek 
to sell the stake if the Australian 
government did not allow him 


to increase his holding. Despite 
ing, thei 


intensive lobbying, there were 
few signs that the limits on for- 
eign ownership would be lifted. 

Hollinger recently bought 
out the minority shareholders in 
the Tblegraph group, and Mr 
Black has focused his attention 
recently on his Canadian media 
holdings. Fairfax owns the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the 
Age in Melbourne. 



Homeworks pays off in MFI sales 


The Investment Column 

From little 


hope that consumers axe darting to 
spend again. All will be revealed in a 
March trading statement, bat profits 


It all seems 
Rwrmture 

have been well and truly fairied as far 
as consumers are concerned and the 
Gty seems to be happy too. Since the 
shares’ most recent trough in March 
last year, they have outperformed the 
red of the dock market by a third. 

That performance seems fully jus- 
tified by both the date of the compapy 
and the economic background. Despite 
the noise from the building societies 
and others. MFI claims not to have 

seen much benefit from arising housing ]Vo SP Afi HTlfl I 
market, suggesting that the level of _ _ , 

house moves is pretty static. So to have CflQQf IOIT (xlDDS 
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down 2p at 19lp, on a 
do of 29. Hold. 


of £90m this year would put the s 

forward p/e re- 


raised pre-tax profits 62 per cent to 
•tor-like sales in the UK 


£32.7m on like-f 
13.5 per cent ahead in the six months 
to November is impressive. With the 
mod important season of the year still 
ahead - MFI makes about 30 per cent 
of its sales in the 10 week period from 


to be a flat Christmas for 


that, given the chance, it would have 
bought pubs nearer to home but it has 
plainly been unable to control events 
so tor from its home patch. 

Almost one in four of the 160 ten- 
ants Gibbs inherited with the acquisi- 
tion has left during the period while 39 
underperforming pubs that were sold 
have not been replaced, knocking a 
hole in the divisions turnover. That has 
meant sales have faded to match an ex- 
panded cost base. The final problem 
has been the cod of closing Centric's 
head office in Nottingham. Thai litany 


SSS^^SSS^ 


Howden sees no 
light in tunnels 


that shocked the market yesterday 
with much worse profits than expect- 
Boxiug Day - ii is a sign of manage- ed for the sbemonths to September and 
meat’s confidence that it is raising the a warning on prospects for the second 
half-way dividend by 13 per cent half. Its shares, which have underper- 
It is not all management's doing. As formed the sector for two years, tum- 


It is g ... 

shareholders in Gibbs Mew, the Salto- of errors led to a fall in pre-tax prof- 
bury-based brewer and pub owner its in the half year, from JE7-52m_ to 


the largest inlegrated furniture maker 
and seller in the country, MFI is very 
dependent on high volumes matching 
its fixed cost base. The recent down- 
ward trend in gross margins has deariy 


been reversed, fielped by kwer raw ma- 
. thestroi 


terial costs and the strong pound. 

But the group is continuing to grab 
share in a market which probably 
grew no more than 6 per cent in the 
latest six months. The two- to three- 
year capital investment programme to 
revamp the stores and upgrade the 
manufacturing operations saw spend- 
ing stepped up from £20. lm to £32-7m 
in the period and the effects are start- 
ing to kick in. 

MFI estimates that h is gaining dou- 
ble-digit percentage sales increases at 
stores converted to the new Home- 
works format, which offers azt airier feel 


bled a dramatic 90p to 2Q9p as brokets 
complained they had been kept in the 
Hark about problems. 

Those problems focused on Centric, 
a chain of tenanted pubs in the North- 
west that Gibbs acquired 18 months a^o 

to create a captive audience for its 
beers, which include Bishop’s Tipple 
and Bridgets Gold' Ale. Gibbs admits 


£960,000, taking ever 
including Gibbs’s own broker. Forecasts 
for the current year were slashed from 
more than £5m to maybe only £2-5m, 
giving earnings per share of 1 6 Jp and 
a same-again dividend of lOp. 

Gibbs Mew has plainly mismanaged 
its business but yesterday's share price 
collapse really reflects the City’s deep 
irritation at bong taken unawares. Mar- 
kets ffeUkft nothing more t^ an un- 
pleasant surprises. 

The latest fall means the shares have 
lost almost all the ground they gained 
so spectacularly since 1992 when the 
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eight out of a chain 184-strong are now 
operating in the new livery, and there 
is scope for 80 mote to beswitdied over 
in the next two or so years. 

Meanwhile, this programme is con- 
tinuing to release surplus space which 
is being let out to other retailers like 
Dixons and Carpetright and could be 
generating annualised rental income 
of £4m tty the year-end. 

MFI’s fledgling operations are also 
at last shewing promise. Eight years af- 
ter its establishment, the French 
Hygena chain, now 98-strong, broke 
into profits of £lm last year. Despite 
the bleak economic environment there, 
that should be bettered this year, wfth^ 
underlying sales up 11 per cent in the 
first half It is nm dear wby MFI moved 
into trade sales, given the travails of 
Wickes and other operators, but the 
start-up Howden Joinery business 
seems to be doing well and the plan is 
to double the current 24 depots, with 
profits expected in two to three years. 

But the real bull story at MFI is the 



Howdea’s latest half-year figures 
showed the engineer dnlhog teelf 
into a hole once agam. A popper 
tonnance in the tunnelling equipment 
division left tbe group strigkng to 
raise profits in the six montiis to Oc- 
tober,* with the pre-tax tt>£ JJ* 
ing ahead from £llm to 
boosted by lower interest costs. 

The news will give long-term in- 
vestors a sense of dej& «*■ 5* e . e ^5[ 
1990s, results at the Renfrew-based 
company took a dive when ithit mas- 
sive compensation claims after sup- 
plying equipment to dig the Store Baelt 
tunnel in Denmark. . 

This time it seems to have been just 
an unaccustomed dearth of business, 

a comparison which is made worse by 

a big order last year for the new Hong 
Kong airport. Profits slumped from. 
£2L39m last time to a loss of £710,000 

this. . , ' 

The company sees signs of a . pick- 
up and the October award of a £35m 
contract to build two boring machines 
for the Qtnltng rail tunnel in China 
gives tangible backing to that confi- 
dence. In all, orders are up 35 per cent 
in the division. 

It is a similar story m the dominant 
air and gw s handlin g equipment oper- 
ation. Business wins from the Fuzhaw 
power station in China to the tunnel 
ventilation ton for the Heathrow Ex- 
press rail Hnk helped push orders up 
10 pet cent and a 4 per cent rise in 
turnover translated into profits up 14 
per cent to £1 1.6m. 

As easily the world's biggest maker 
of industrial tons, Howden is cashing 
in on.healthy markets in the Far East 
and South Africa. 

Europe remains reasonable and 
self-help in the flat US power market ;•* 
helped pull the Howden Fan Company , g j 
there back into the black in the second 
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cjuaiter, although there was a loss for 


lie period as a whole. 

Criders currently stand 17 per cent 
up at£284m and the only major cloud 
is the effort m transition of a stronger 
pound. 

Profits of around £33m would put the 
shares, up 2Sp at 70-5p, on an trnde- 
nmdmg forward multiple of nine. Un- 
exciting even so. 
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Pifco considers 
a hostile bid 
for Kenwood 


Tom Stevenson 


Pifco, the maker of Russell 
Hobbs kettles and Carmen 
hairdryers, is taking advice from 
Goldman Sadis on whether to 
launch a hostile bid for Ken- 
wood, the consumer appliances 
group that has seen overseas 
trading problems drive its shares 
below their 1992 flotation prioe. 

Although Pifco has ap- 
proached Kenwood on several 
occasions to try and forge an 
agreed deal, its target has re- 
fused to sit down for talks and 
hekl back financial information 
Pifco claims it needs before it 
can make an offer. 

In the wake of its poor share 
price performance - falling 
from a high of 383p at the be- 
ginning gi 1994 to only 203 Jp 
yesterday - pressure has been 
mounting on Kenwood to talk 
to potential suitors. 

The UK Active Value fund, 
led Ity Julian Treger and Brian 
Myerson, was yesterday de- 
feated in its attempt to force 
through an extraordinary reso- 
lution calling on the company 
to put itself up for sale, but it 


remans determined to flush out 
a bidder for Kenwood. UKAV 
is a veteran of similar high pro- 
file agitatio n at Schofl, Signet 
and^ Greycoat. 

If successful, the deal would 
triple Pffoo's size and give it ac- 
cess to Kenwood’s pan-Euro- 
pean distribution network. 
Michael Webber, Pifco ’s chair- 
man, said yesterday: 'Ideally we 
would like to do it on an agreed 
basis, bat we are taking advice 
on all available options.” 

The fact that Kenwood is 
larger than Pifco could com- 


: deemed a “reverse" takeover 
and so require Pifco to delist its 
shares before making an offer. 
Relisting would entail the com- 
pany drawing up a working 
capital statement which Mr 
Webber says it can only do if 
Kenwood produces certain bal- 
ance sheet information. 

Tim Beech, recently ap- 
pointed chief executive of Ken- 
wood, has resisted attempts to 
force him to provide informa- 
tion about its troubled Italian 
subsidiary, describing the data 
as “commercial information". 


Man Utd is finance 
chief’s first choice 


Patrick Tooher 


Manchester United yesterday 
ended four months of uncer- 
tainty bv appointing David Gill 
from lour operator First 
Choice Holidays as its finance 
director. 

Mr Gill, a self-confessed 
Manchester United ton, suc- 
ceeds Robin Launders, who left 
in the summer to become chief 
executive of rival Premier 
League football dub Leeds 
United. 

In a separate move. First 
Choice named Lance Moir. a 
former corporate finance 
director at brewing and leisure 
giant Bass, as Mr Gill's 
replacement 

Mr Gill, 39, is understood to 
have played an instrumental 
role in ousting of Francis 


Baron, the First Choice chief 
executive deposed last month 
in a boardroom coup. 

One of Mr Gill’s first tasks 
will be to improve the flow of 
information between Man- 
chester United and institu- 
tional investors. Since Mr 
Launders’ departure Man- 
chester United has been the 
subject of persistent takeover 
rumours. At one stage these got 
so out of hand that the club 
even took the highly unusual 
step of issuing a Stock Ex- 
change statement saying no 
bid approaches had been 
received. 

Both Mr Gill and Mr Moir 
will take up their new posts in 
the new year. Mr Gill will stay 
on to help present First 
Choice's annual results due 
tomorrow. 
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• Tony Ryan is stepping down as chairman of Ryanair, the low 
tores airline founded by his family in 1985. He to succeeded by 
David Bonderman, the former US civil rights lawyer turned fund 
manager who is credited with reversing the fortunes of Conti- 
nental, the fourth largest airline in the US. The appointment comes 
a couple of months after Irish Air Partners Group, which is run 
by Mr Bonderman, acquired a 20 per cent stake in Ryanair. An 
after-tax profit of £5.07m on turnover of £101 .4m was also re- 
potted yesterday by Ryanair for the 15 months to Match 1995. 
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• Industrial output in the US rose I 

cent mNosember. The return of striking workers at General Mofots 
helped the rebound but other areas of production picked up too. 
Economists said the strong figure showed that manufacturing out- 
put was accelerating though not yet at an alarming pace. 
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• Uoyds Chemists yesterday called on shareholders to wait for 


committing their shares to either offer. Both have until 17 
January to increase their bids. Gehe said yesterday- its all-cash 
500p-a-share offer had become increasingly attractive given ev- 
idence that the Government is set to squeeze pharmacy margins, 
volatile stock market conditions and the possibility of higher in- 
terest rates. UniChem said there was nothing new in the Gehe 
claims and reiterated its confidence in its cash and paper offer. 


•Jarvis Hotels has acquired the Carnarvon Hotel in West Lon- 
don for £ 13.5m cash. The hotel has 176 bedrooms, conference 
and banqueting facilities and bas planning perm ission fora fur- 
ther 39 bedrooms. 


•The British Gas joint venture Fust Gas Holdings has signed a 
£3 10m .contract with Siemens for the constructian of a gas fired pow- 
er station in the Philippines. Ccmstniction should start next March. 


• Shares in Newman Tooks, the 
26 per cent to 129p yesterday on news 


it has received an ap- 


Analysts expea FKI may need to offer £150m to secure a takeover. 
FTQ has suffered from problems in the UK but its US dwESon 
bas been performing more strongly. 


side ate in central London from British Land for £J9m- ThesSe, 
at Battersea Village on the south bank of the Thames, will be 
developed into 101 residential unite including a 20-storey tower. 
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• BICC, the cable and construction group, is to invest £25m in 
the expansion of its extra hr*- - * - "■*- 


at Enth, Kent. The upgraded plant will be used to m an,1 *y inr e 
long-distance under-sea power cables. 


• ASW is selling Allied Metals, a recycling company, to Philip 
Environmental of Ca nada for £33m cash. The proceeds will be 
used to cut debt and provide extra working capital at ASW 

. . ■ ■ tH . 

• The construction industry is poised to emerge from recession 
following the strengthening of the private sector during 1996, 
accortfing to the National Council of Building MaiaialsTWBcerS. 
Ir says the small rise in output for the current year should be foi- 
lowed by fester growth in 1997 and 1998. 
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market report / shares 


Fund managers want to push Halifax off fast track 


The expected £12hn HaHfar 
flotation is worrying many 
fund managers. Became of its 
size, the building society, un- 
der existing rules, wfflenjt^ im- 
mediate entry into the Footsie 


mmmmm 

l£i ! • v £ i i : » : 


blue-chip index, therein pre- 
senting a huge problem for the 


94.04 


^hare^spotiight 

iSa3r"v%~:. 


seating a huge problem for the 
managers of the index tracker 
funds. 

They are duty bound to 
hold stakes in Footsie stocks. 
But when dealings start, Hal- 
ifax shares wQl be owned by 
former members of the society 
with tracker foods probably not 
accounting for a solitary share 
between them. So early deal- 
ings are likely to be chaotic, 
with fund managers scram- 


bling to build suitable 
as the price nroba 


as the price probably runs 
away from them. 

Although many Halifax 
members will no doubt quick- 
ly cash in their chips, the pos- 
sibility of stock mancet fnrmn il, 

and no doubt representations 
from certain fund managers. 




has prompted the .Footsie In- 
dices Committee I to ponder 
whether the so-called “fast 
track*' entry should be with- 
drawn from Halifax and its 
Shares exduded’fcbm Footsie 
until the quart eriyj review fol- 
lowing the listing.; 

But the commie e will not 
give harassed fund manager s 
much of a breatbedeven if “fast 
track" status is withdrawn. 

Halifax is due tojfloa tin ear- 
ly June. The next) committee 
meeting will take-place in late 
June with index newcomers 
slotted in around tie end of the 
month. So tracker funds will, 
even if the bmkfaog society is 
denied immediate inclusion, 
only have a fewweeks of Hal- 
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made headway. The other deal 
could involve FS3, an engineer, 
and Newman Ibnks, a building 
materials group. After New- 
man disclosed FKI had made 


stock market reporter of the year 


an approach its shares jumped 
265p to 129p; FKI dipped 


Asda, the superstores group, 
moved ahead 225p to 124p, 
highest for five years. Figures 
axe due on Thursday. 

Oxford Biomedica was 
steady after Friday's disastrous 


budding society -of them all 
goes into Footsie And they are 
obliged to be on Soard. 

The market continued to re- 
cover from Friday’s jitters with 
Footsie ending .21 A points 
higher at 3,993:8 as, during 


London trading. New York 
once again defied file mer- 
chants of gloom and their pre- 
dictions of imminent crash or 
correction. The reappearance 
of corporate activity helped 
sentiment The huge US aero 
merger and rather more mod- 
est excursions in the domestic 
insurance broking engi- 
neering businesses offered re- 
newed hope that bid action 
could transform the market at- 
mosphere. 

The corporate window could 
be much more difficult to open 
after next year's election and 
companies with aggression in 
mind could be tempted to flex 
their muscles, particular^ if 
shares slip lower. 


Commercial Union, the in- 
surance giant was bade in the 
limelight gaming I5p to 680p, 
a peak. AUianze, the German 
group, remains the favoured 
predator but BAT Industries is 
said to have made unrecipro- 
cated advances, it has been sus- 
pected for some time that BAT 
could demerge into stand- 
alone financial services and 
tobacco groups. A deal with 

CU, or another group, would 
strengthen its Eagle Star and 
Allied Dunbar financial oper- 
ations. BAT fell 12p to 478 Jp. 

The insurance broking deal 
involved Lloyd Thompson bid- 


l-5p to 2 


debut dosing up 3p to 51.5p 
against the 88p placing. High- 
nmc a business services group, 
enjoyed a strong opening, hit- 
ting 91p and dosing at 87.5p 
from its 72p placing. Cirqual. 
a metals poupv switched to full 
listing after less than six 
months on AIM. The shares 
were unchanged at 1775p. 

Memory Corporation, which 
repairs defective computer 
fihipK , slipped 2J>p to 42L5p af- 
ter raising £l36m through a 
placing at 45p. AND Interna- 
tional, the electronic publisher, 
built on Friday's exuberance, 
gaining a further 25p to 210p. 

Eyecare Products slumped 
9.5p to 18p after a profit warn- 
ing and flat profits from Gibbs 
Mew, the brewer, pushed 
shares 89p lower to 210p. 


off the proposed $45bn 
ing/McDonnell Douglas n 


mg/McDotmell Donbas merg- 
er, rising lip to l,136.5p. 
Soriete GeneraJeStraussliun- 
bull and Credit Lyonnais Laing 
were among houses offering 
buy advice. 

T&N gained 5p to 175 Jp on 
suggestions GKN had made a 
£250m offer for its high-tech 
materials division. 

Rexam, the paper and pack- 
aging group, eased lp to337p 
after Merrill Lynch trimmed its 
profit forecasts. It is now lock- 


ding for JIB. Lloyd rose 1.5p 
to 174p and JIB zip to 130p. 
Sedgwick and Wfllis Corroon 


£f77m and £19Sm (£205m) 
for oexL Carlton Communi- 


cations improved 14p to 
5085p as UBS said buy. 


QShares of Pan Andean 
Resources, the high Dyer 
which crashed to earth two 
months ago when it was dis- 
covered its much vaunted 
Bolivian exploration was not 
commercial, are quietly stag- 
ing a revival. They rose 4L5p 
to SSp. 

At one time the shares 
were riding at 135 .5 p; the re- 
alisation the oil being sought 
had “migrated" sent the price 
crashing to less than 30p in a 
day. The company and its 
partner, the Australian BHP 
giant, are believed to be re- 
examining the Bolivian field 
and the strength of the share 
reflects growing confidence 
the missing oO will be traced. 
Drilling should resume early 
next yean 


OAinpnmg Furniture was 
firm at 245_5p as stockbroker 
Bell Lawrie White upgraded 
its profit forecasts. It expects 
£7m this year then £8.5 m. 
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Tin Mat dow you to ocean rea Mme shore prices by phone bom London Slock 

Exchange Simply rial 0891123 335 , an* when preinptod to dp bo enter the 4 -rigitcoda 

printed next to each share, lb actress the latest tnancal reports rial 0891 TZ33toaowvd 
by one d the two-tdgit codes below 


FTSEIOO-RwWJme 00 ‘Staring Rotes 04 PrlvaUoaiion Iomws 38 

UK Stock fthrfcat Report 01 Buhon Report 05 Wtosr Shares 39 

UK Company News 02 WW St Report SO Electricity Shares 40 

Foreigp Exchange 03 Tokyo Marta 21 Htfi Street Banks 41 

Anyone w»i a tmi»4Sal telephona can use UW servica. Par a dataisd dasolptkxi ol The 
itadopandent Index, mciuring its portfoio tatty, phone 0891 123 333. 
For assistance, cal our hdpCna 0171 873 4375 (9D0am ■ 500pm L 
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business 


Hollywood could be a 
role model for industry 


S o evidently there is only 
room in ihe world for two 
manufacturers of large civil 
aircraft. Had it not been for Eu- 
ropean government subsidies 
for the Airbus consortium we 
might have been down to one. 
The Boeing takeover of 
McDonnell Douglas seems the 
demonstration of one powerful 
trend in international business 
taken nearly to its ultimate con* 
elusion: concentration of an 
industry into a global duopoly. 

If this is the most extreme 
example there are many other 



Hamish 

McRae 


industries heading in the same 

ross-bcink 


direction of cross-border merg- 
ers. In international airlines 
there is the proposed code- 
sharing. or joint marketing 
agreement, between British 
Airways and American Air- 
lines. That is a concentration 
of power rather than of own- 
ership. but cross-border merg- 
ers seem close. Just yesterday 
a possible merger between 
Lufthansa and SAS was re- 
ported. In telecommunications 
there is the proposed takeover 
of MCI by BT; in pharmaceu- 
ticals the merger between 
SmithKline and Becchom; and 
in finance most of the London 
merchant banks have been tak- 
en over by large commercial 
banks, usually continental. 

But parallel to this is anoth- 
er. equally pervasive trend: 
downsizing. In just about every 
industry in the developed world 
large companies are shedding 
labour. They arc outsourcing an 
increasing proportion of their 
activities, fanning targe amounts 
of management out to consul- 
tancies, getting rid of non-corc 
activities, and all the while dri- 
ving down the costs of their core 
business by sacking people. 

Boeing' and McDonnell 
Douglas are good examples, 
too. of this second trend, for 
both downsized their work- 
forces through the early 1990s. 
although Boeing has recently 
been hiring again. MCI is one 
of America's most enthusiastic 
downsizers and. in actual 
numbers of jobs shed, BT is 
probably the largest downsizer 
in the UKL. 


Companies that 
can establish a 
global monopoly 
will go out and 
do so; everyone 
else has to cut 
costs to stay in 
business 


else has to cut costs to stay in 

business. 

It is a perceptive comment. 
You can see the twin trends 
dearly in a compary sudi as BT 
for it faces increasing competi- 
tion at home and hence has to 
cut costs here, but would like to 
esi^hlkh dominance (or at least 
parity with AT&T) globally, 
hence the merger with MCT. 

But that does not really ex- 
plain what has changed, or 
rather how change interacts 
with the existing situation of a 
company to force it to behave 
in these ways. There are at least 
three big changes talcing place 
which alter the optimal size of 


There seems to be a thini rea- 
son for grawmgeoncentration, 
which is marketing. Consumers 

the world over are so bom- 
barded with information that 


a company. 

One is the rise in the scale of 


Vast screeds have been writ- 
ten by the management gurus 
about the rights and wrongs of 
downsizing, with some of the 
early enthusiasts now recanting; 
other management scribes 
have examined the process of 
concentration. But it is hard to 
find a synthesis: something 


that pulls together these ap- 
onflictii 


parently conflicting aspects of 
global business into a coherent 
explanation. 

I suspect we will have to wait 
a few more years before we 
really understand what has 
happened and why, but it is 
worth setting out some ideas at 
this stage, for the twin trends 
seem to have some way to run. 

There is, for a start, the 
blunt explanation offered by a 
colleague: concentration stems 
from the fact that companies 
that can establish something 
approaching a global monopoly 
will go out and do so; everyone 


risk. However hard companies 
work to try to lay off the risk, 
they often end up having to take 
larger and larger ones them- 
selves. Thus the oil companies 
now almost always explore for 
oil in consortia; they hunt in a 
pack. Yet when exploring, these 
enormous companies - Shell is 
currently the most profitable 
group in the world - still can 
only run a small handful of big 
“bets" at any one time. 

Very much the same applies 
in pharmaceuticals or in cwSl air- 
craft. But here, and more obvi- 
ously in computer software, 
management consultancy or in- 
vestment banking, a second 
force seems also to be evident 
This is the need for a concen- 
tration of clever people, a crit- 
ical mass of intellectual capital, 
which you have, as a company, 
to “own". You cannot get by in, 
say, investment banking, by hir- 
ing in subcontractors every time 
you need an international 
takeover specialist you have to 
build a team and keep ii to- 
gether even when there is not 
enough business to support it, 
because if jyou don't you won't 
get the business in the first place. 

There may not be the need 
for quite the same degree of 
rommeiriai concentration in 
investment banking as in dvfl 
aircraft manufacturing, but in 
both cases the size and quality 
of the team is vital to success. 
So you have to being. 


of mind to take on board a 
number of alternative 
So any organisation of fering a 
one-stop shop, like a code- 
sharing airline, or a transatlantic 
telecommunications tie-up, wffl 
gain at the expense of a frag- 
mented competitor. A brilliant 
marketer, a Richard Branson 
for example, can challenge 
global giants, but such chal- 
lengers are few. The result: a 
handful of global brands. 

Against this trend b a fall in 
start-up costs of small busi- 
nesses, and clearly a compar- 
ative advantage in the cost of 
management. Personal com- 
puters have made it possible to 
start, promote and develop 
businesses at much lower en- 
try costs and it is also chea 
to manage a specialist 
So in many areas, the optimal 
size for a business has come 
down. As a result, comparative 
advantage in management is in- 
creasingly achieved by better 
handling of relations with sub- 
contractors, rather than run- 
ning a more efficient factory. 
The more complicated the 
products and services the com- 
mercial world offers, the mote 
the big producers have to buy 
in specialist services. 

Is there a wnthess? One aca- 
demic who has examined the 
importance of intellectual cap- 
ital in the business world is Pro- 
fessor Keith Bradley of the 
Open University. He argues 
that the best model that we have 
at the moment is Hollywood. 
The big studios are needed 
because of the enormous rids 
involved in each production. 
But they rely entirely on sub- 
contractors - actors, directors, 
specialist service providers -to 
manufacture their product. 
And they rely on agencies to as- 
semble these together. Sure, 
Hollywood is an extreme 
mode). But expect other 
industries to look more like it, 
in structure, if not in output. 


Japanese electro-bites will not 
outrun the Zeta, vows inventor 


There 

news 


e was potentially bad 
for Sir CHve Sinclair 

rday when Honda and 

Tam aha announced plans for 
cheaper ranges of their 
electric bicycles. Sir Clive, 
you may remember, invented 
one of the earliest dectrically 
powered bikes when he 
launched the Zeta in 1994. 
This is a power unit Chat, 
when attached to the bade 
wheel of a bike, turns it into a 
mini-moped. Paffed-Ctut 
cyclists flick a switch to get 
battery-powered assistance 
when climbing uphill. 

Honda will launch a 
Racoon series of dcctro-bikes 
in Japan in February at prices 
starting at ¥79,50Q (£421). 
Yamaha is also getting in on 
the act with a lower-priced 
range in January. 

Si Clive remains unfazed, 
however. ‘Tm not in the 
slightest bit worried. Their 
products will probably be 
much more expensive than 
ouxs - too expensive for the 
volume market, 1 suspect. But 
they win give credibility to the 
marketplace.” 

Sir Clive says he has sold 
15,000 Zetas so far, priced at 
a Hon da-whipping £145. 

So pleased is he with sales 
that he hopes to increase the 
marketing spend next year. 
Hopefully things win go more 
smoothly than at one press 
test at tne time of the launch. 
Then, a pre-production Zeta 
surprised its rider when it 
shot backwards and crashed 
into a bus shelter. 


ople & Business 


Sir Malcolm Field, the 
former chief executive of WH 


Smith who stepped down a 
tas found an 


year ago, has 

appropriate new berth. He 
has picked up a non-executive 
directorship at the Stationery 
Office, the old HMSO. Also 
signing up for duty is Sir 
Michael Partridge, the former 
permanent secretary of the 
Department of Social 
Security. Sir Malcolm, who 
presided over a calamitous 
[warning at WH Smith 
" ry, will at least find 
Tin familiar territory. 

The Stationery Office is also 
tiying to rid itself of its old 



at NatWest Bank. -I always « 

wanted a top job m-b°u»^ 
And my mother never let me 
do a paper round,'’ be smd. 

Lfts a true Stakhanovite, 
he chose to take no time off 


, > v ’ 


. 0.1 
* n.h 


LIU w _ , , . 

SSSiSS!^ “ 


on Friday 

and was installed at WH 

Smith's head office yesterday. 
Sadly the receptionist dian t 
seem to know this. “Sony, we 
don’t have him fisted.” 


f ■ ' 


The Berkeley Playhouse, the 
Mayfair table-dancing dub 
which is raising funds via the 
Enterprise Investment 
Scheme, has caused a flurry 
of cheque writing in the City. 
The group has already raised 
£l.6m of its target £2.Im, 
with new binds coming in at 
the rare of £50,000 a day. 

The largest investment has 
come from one gent who has 
put in £100,000 (a definite 
lifetime free membership 
there). 

Thoagb the original 
deadline for applications for 
investors was 24 December, f/ 
the operations director, 

Edward Sunley, says he has 
received several requests 
from City bankers and 
dealers asking him to extend 
the deadline until they get 
their Christmas bonuses. “We 
will probably oblige. Jt would 
be churlish not to.” 


’ **•*» J 

i And 

it#* 
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First off the mark: Sir Clive Sinclair, who launched the 
Zeta pen mr unit In 1994, is not worried by competition 

public set tor ethos. And if 
anyone wj ants to know 


anything jiboutmanfla 
envelope: i and Basildon Bond 
writing psl.per then he must be 

the man. \ 


Still on WH Smith, the 
newsagent group has found a 
new direettor of corporate 
affairs affair an 18-month 
search wfct ich followed Kevin 


Hawkins’ departure to 
Safeway. The new man is Tim 
Blythe, formerly of the 
financial PR firm, Brunswick. 

A youthful Jooking 41, Mr 
Blythe found the offer (and 
the money) too tempting 
after two and a half years’ 
honest toil at Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields. Previously he was 
head of corporate affairs at 
Dairy Crest and head of PR 


A big row is brewing in the 
Cotswolds over who should be 
granted the honour of cutting 
the turf at the start of the 
long-awaited Broadway 
bypass. Michael Heseltine, no 
less, was drafted in by local 
Tory councillor John Cole. 
Councillo r Cole was no 
sooner crowing about his 
coup than it au went horribly 
wrong. 

The Labour-dominated 
council intervened, saying that 
Deputy Prime Minis ter 
though Mr Heseltine may be, 
be was not the man for a local 
job such as this. Conncfflor ,A-. 
Cole is angry that his <•_.* 
networking is going to waste. 

“1 shall be quite upset if we 
don’t get him here." 






N igel Cope 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Starling 


Country 

US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Japan 

ECU 

Bdgwm 

Denmark 
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Sweden 
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Hcng Kong 

Malaysia 

itew Zealand* 

Saudi Arabia 
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UK 
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US 



Japan 
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Canada 


Fed Funds 

525% 

Discount 

250% 

Italy 

Prime 


475% 

Spain 



Cental 

300% 

DtecOUTt 75% 

Discount 

500% 
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SPORT FOR ART’S SAKE 



A new book offers 
a fascinating 
history of the 
different images 
of sport through 
the ages. 

By Andrew 
Graham-Dixon 

few years ago, the pow- 
ers that be decided to re- 
decorate the home and 
away dressing-rooms at 
iWembley Stadium. The 
designer responsible had what he 
thought was a marvellous idea, 
which was to paint a large mural in 
each based on the early 20 th- 
century, Cubist-influenced painting 
of the Italian Futurist Umberto 
Boccioni, The Dynamism of a Foot- 
baller. This interestingly abstract 
. i m a g e may stiQ be seen in the away 
changing-room, but in the home 
dressing- room it was imm ediately 
whitewashed over and replaced with 
three red lions. Umberto Boccioni? 
Italian Futurism? Did Graham Tay- 
lor not like that. 

The British sportsman is not tra- 
ditionally noted for his art appre- 
ciation, but Peter Knhnsr’s new 
book. Spore A Cultural History in the 
Mirror of An, aims tochange all that: 
This is th at rarity, an art book aimed 
at people interested in sport, and 
it deserves to succeed if only bn the 
grounds of the publisher's bravery. 
This fascina tin g anthology of sport- 
related p ainting s, prints and pho- 
tographs turns out to be particularly 
rich on the subject of football. The 
Boccioni painting Thylor so disliked 
is naturally present but so are much 
less familiar images, one pf the most 
remarkable being a late 17th-cen- 
tury Florentine engraving which 
proves (among other things) that 
Italy always was the most advanced 
European footballing nation. 

Alessandro CecchinFs.4 Game cf 
Caldo on the Piazza Santa Croce, 
1689, shows two teams lined up 
against one another at the start of 
a football match - “caldo" being an 
Italian forerunner of football - in 
one of Florence’s most picturesque 
city squares. The players, quaintly, 
are holding hands, rather as mod- 
em international footballers some- 
times do while their national 
anthem is being played. Both teams 
appear to be playing the same tac- 
tical formation, and a fiendishly, im- 
penetrably defensive one it is too: 
15 men up front, 11 in midfield, with 
a back line made up (as the rules 
of ealeb allowed) of no fewer than 
12 goalkeepers. The result of the 
game in question remains unknown 
but it seems safe to assume that it 
. was a typically Italian, low-scoring 
affair. At a tune when football in 
most other countries was liable to 
be played by a motley rabble, en- 
tirely without rules or referees, 
generally using same improvised ob- 
ject such as the severed head of an 
executed criminal for a. ball, Ceo- 
chinfs Game of Caleb looks like a 
comparatively ordered event The 
effect, however, may be deceptive, 
because once the match got going 
it was still a very much rougher busi- 
ness than the game played now. 

According to the erudite Mr 
Kuhnst it was Antonio Scaino, a Fer- 
rarese courtier, huntsman, author 
and footballer (a true Renaissance 
man) who was the first person to de- 
scribe the appeal of a sport yet to be 

known as the Beautiful Game: 




Between Rounds (left) by the American painter Thomas Eakins captures the daricer side of man 
wMe Dynamism of a Footballer (above) by ftafian Futurist Umberto Boccioni was the basis for a 
mural that bri gh te n ed Wembley* efressing-fpoms untfl shown the red card in fraham Taylor's regime 


“Football may not be regulated with 
as much art as other sports,” wrote 
Scaino, “but it provides the specta- 
tors with such pleasure became the 
game is superior to afl others in im- 
itating a real battle with all its sud- 
den shifts of fate. The players tumble 
over one another, now here, now 
there, and it is a game that more than 
any. other shows the mettle of the 
runners and the dever and power- 
ful wiestiers-" Fatahtieswere not un- 
common - a total of ejgbt players 
dying, for instance, during the course 
of a game in Siena in the mid-16th 
century; and on the evidence of this 
book it seems fairly safe to say that 
the current television advertisement 
for Adidas, based on a 15th-centu- 
ry fresco cyde by Bernardino Betti 
(surely a first in sports advertising) 
is indeed a pure fantasy. Those who 
have seen the ad will recall Alessan- 
dro del Kero, of Juventns, slopping- 
through a crowd of bamboozled Re- 
naissance men in tights to score a bril- 
liant virtuoso god - but of course 

during the Renaissance itself hs legs 
probably would have been broken 
before he ever received tire baft. The 
likes ofDel Piero would never have 
lasted the pace of 12 -goalie caldo. 
Batik in the days when manslaugh- 
ter was no more than abookabte of- 
fence, even someone Hke Vuurie 
Jones would probably have been re- 
garded as a luxury player. 

It can be difficult for those of us 
living in the late 20 th century to 
grasp just how much more violent 
most sporting activity once was. 


Sports: A Cultural History doesmuch 
to remedy that. The oflenvivid il- 
lustrations to early instruction man- 
uals for wxestlers, boxers qr fencers 
(a particularly gruesome example 
here being an anonymous early 
seventeenfo-eeoturywoodcui called, 
with graphic accuracy, OnGuardPo- 
s. don: Stab fhipu^i die £)>?) remind 
us that sport was not, originally, a 
health -enhancing leisure activity 
but a preparation for war. The 
English longbowman of the 15th 


Equestrianism, likewise, was a 
fundamentally mmtial skill, horses 
being, tire armoured vehicles of 
yore.. Military training was one ob- 
vious and explicit function of the 
elaborate royal tournaments staged 
from the Middle Ages until the ear- 
ly Renaissance, and depicted with 
varying; degrees of competence 
(most brilliantly perhaps in the 
etchings of Lucas Cranach the El- 
der) by a large number of artists, but 
even the becalmed equestrian pamt- 


Grand National, whether inten- 
tionally or not, also invoke the 
military roots of equestrian sport 
when they refer to the race (as they, 
do eveiyyear) as a “cavahy charge.” 

Art reminds us too that even ac- 
robatics and gymnastics, among 
the most graceful of modem sports, 
were originally conceived of as 
ways of hardening the body, of mak- 
ing it more flexible and agile, in 
readiness for combat There was al- 
ways an element of exuberant, car- 
nivalesque showmanship involved 
too, because gymnastics owes its ori- 
gins as much to the fairground as 
to mili tary necessity - plain to see 
in a wonderful late 16th-century 
woodcut of that daring young man. 
Arcangelo Thccaro, gymnast extra- 
ordinaire and tutor in acrobatics to 
the King of France, jumping the 
death-defying .wlto mortale through 
no fewer than 10 hoops. 


The likes of Del Piero would never have lasted the pace of 
12-goalie caldo. Back in the days when manslaughter was 
no more than a bookable offence, even someone like Vinnie 
Jones would probably have been regarded as a luxury player 


century owed their proficiency to a 
royal statute which insisted that 
every fit and able yeoman should 
practise archery an foe village green 
at least three times a week. The 
statute was enforced extremely rig- 
orously using the stocks, amc»g oth- 
er things, as a powerful incentive to 
comply. Bm Henry V* chief concern 
was not (it need hardly be said) the 
physical well-being of foe nation. 
Compafsoiy archery practice was 
sport perhaps, but sport in deadly 
earnest- as foe French who died in 
their thousands under the terrible 
rain of English arrows at Aginconrt 
were to discover. 


mgs of Stubbs, painted late in the 
18fo century, still carried vestiges of 
military symbolism. The steehness 
of milord’s gaze and foe hauteur of 
his bearing, unmistakably if un- 
deistatedly conveyed by the painter, 
have their own significance. The 
British gentleman’s passion for 
bloodstock, for hunting and for 
horseracing, was not as trivial, not 
as merely diverting, as some now as- 
sume it to have been. Every time the 
aristocrat rode out at hounds, be was 
rehearsing bis role in foe cavalry of 
the British Empire. This strand of 
associations has not yet been cut: 
modem commentators on the 


As weaponry became more so- 
phisticated and the fitness of the hu- 
man body became consequently 
less essential to victory in warfare, 
many of foe most ancient and ag- 
gressive sporting activffies changed 
m character, becoming softer, more 
sophisticated, more stylised. Peter 
Kuhnst believes that gradually 
“combat became choreography, 
while strength and speed became 
pose and posture” and the images 
of sport in art bear him out to some 
extent The rough-and-tumble of the 
joust or tournament ceased to in- 
terest the courtiers of later times and 
they mastered other and more el- 


egant tests of horsemanship. Dres- 
sage, which seems even to foe lay- 
man litre something of a museum 
piece among modem equestrian 
sports, is indeed that. Its roots lie 
in the courtly ideals of the Baroque 
era, when foe consummate display 
of control, over self and horse, was 
held to signal foe consummate pol- 
ish and civilisation of the rider- yet 
it is only by contemplating the im- 
ages of ait (whether they be Van 
Dyddspranring portraits of Charles 
1 demonstrating his equestrian 
prowess or foe wonderfully effete 
images in old manuals of horse- 
manship) that foe true history of fok 
sport can be understood. Combat 
has indeed become choreography. 

Ken Jones Tas often made foe 
point, in the r iges of this newspa- 
per, that bori 4 ; is not really a sport 
ai all -and is quite right, at least 
in the sen- e that it is foe only mod- 
em sport to have preserved intact 
so much of the violence, intensity 
and threat of warfare. Of course, 
boxing too is somewhat less brutal 
than it once was, as Thomas Row- 
landson’s early 19th-century print. 
Boxing Match for 200 Guineas be- 
tween Dutch Sam and Medley 
demonstrates: in a ring made pure- 
ly of spectators squatting on the bare 
ground (this is the origin of foe term 
“ring,” which has become puzzlingly 
square since foe legalisation of box- 
ing) we see two men with bare 
knuckles squaring up to one another. 
The inscription attached to it reads 
thus: *At one o'clock the two cham- 
pions entered the ring and Sam had 
tor his second Harry Lee while Joe 
Wfcrd officiated for Medley. After a 
severe and bloody contest of 40 
rounds victory was decided in favour 
of Sam.” But although nobody was 
fitting 40 rounds by foe end of foe 
I9fo century, and although the con- 
testants had been equipped with 
lAmerican 

painter Thomas Eakins still saw box- 



ing f or foe primitive spectacle that 
it remained. His Between Rounds, 
1899, is one of the masterpieces of 
sporting art. A scrawny boxer tend- 
ed by his seconds slumps back into 
his comer; he is a meagre hero and 
his body gives off a pallid, slightly 
otber-woddly light The centre of foe 
spectacle, he is like a riaw-worm and 
also (perhaps foe painter wanted us 
to think this) a little like a latierday 
ChrisL He is a sacrificial victim cer- 
tainly. Baring tends to bring out 
more in painters than many other 
sports, perhaps because it is such a 
primal spectacle, both unpleasant 
and also moving in the starkness with 
which it shows the darker side of 
man to man. Bullfighting, which in- 
spired both Goya and Picasso to cre- 
ate remarkable works of art, (sadly 
omitted by Kuhnst) is a similar 
case - a sport almost too troubling 
to be thought of simply as such. 

But in foe 20th century, when the 
vast majority of athletes have ridden 
and run and jumped and played ball 
for a less savage sense of achieve- 
ment than that of foe boxer or foe 
bullfighter, foe shadow of true, life- 
endangering violence has mostly 
disappeared from sporting view- al- 
though it has, occasionally, reared its 
head, notably in to talitarian cir- 
cumstances. Both Stalin and Hitler 
consciously revived an ancient and 
essentially warlike cult of sport in 
Russia and Germany in foe 1930s, 
a fact mirrored by tbe fondness both 
dictators shared for chilly Neoclas- 
sical paintings and sculptures of foe 
male and female athlete. 

In Germany, foe Aiyanmasterace 
was to demonstrate its fitness to rule 
foe world parity timMJgfr foe aebieve- 
mont of daunting physical fitness: and 
foe paintings of athletes produced in 
such quantities undearNazism, by the 
likes a now-ibigotten artists like Ger- 
hard Kefl or Jurgen Wegener, were 
designed to make modem Germans 
look as mud) as possible like ancient 
Gzeeks-aswelkouscledasthenudes 
of Phidias, they were to resemble 
Homeric heroes, ready for tbe epic 
adventures of foe 10 , 000 -year Rekb. 
Tbe most terrifying of ah the images 
to record Hitler’s programme of 
"national physical rearm ament” 
through the pursuit of sport is not a 
— — ■ ^ — It is LeniRiefenstahl'sun- 


Atessamftro CecchJnFs A Game of Calcio on the Piazza Santa Cnee (left) Bkistrates the 17th 
century* fiendish 12-11-15 system. The anonymous Gymnast (above) shows a (Efferent beauty of 
form in a sport which was once a preparation for warfare rather than, See football, a reflection of It 


Mass Exercises in the Olympic Sta- 
dium, Berlin, 1936. Viewed from far 
above the ground, we see endless re- 
lays of men. bare-chested, perform- 
ing press-ups in the shadow of foe 
Olympic flag-line after line after line 
of them, dwarfed to the size of ants 
by die tofiy perspective, a never-end- 
ing army of white athletes stretching 
asfaras the eye can see. Only a pic- 
ture cm take back to the past with 
such instant immediacy. Looking at 
RiefenstahFs extraordinary, brilliant, 
vile image, you can perhaps, albeit 
mare than half a century rater, be- 
gin to sense how sweet the victories 
of foe great black sprinter Jesse 
pwas, gained in that same stadium, 
in that same year, must have tasted. 


Black predicts bright future with BAA 


Athletics 

mike rowbottom 


Roger Black predicted yesterday 
that foe new British Athletes As- 
sociation can put a smile back on foe 

face of foe sport and start filling its 
stadiums again- . 

The double Olympic silver medal- 
list believes that foe days of high-pro- 
file rows tike Michael Johnsc 

banned from running at 
Palace and the paydispute a 
Linford Christie. Cohn Jackson ant 
John Regis may be over. 



Communication barriers with 
foe British Athletic Federation had 
been dismantled amid a new 
Spirit of co-operation, Black de- 
clared at the launch of foe associ- 
ation in London. No sanctions 
exist for athletes who choose not to 
toe the BAA line, but foe group of 
leading athletes who turned up to 
yesterday’s launch were all hopeful 
that foe new relationship with foe 
governing body would lead to a 
smoother operation. 

There are 19 directors of the lim- 
ited company, including Black, 
Christie, Jackson, Regis, Jonathan 


Edwards and Sally Gunnell. Al- 
ready, they have formed a new 
company with the BAF tOTun tele- 
vised meetings from next year. And 
Black and foe high jumper Geoff 
Faisons were at foe table for nego- 
tiations about a new television con- 
tract 

Alan Pascoe, responsible for sales 
of sponsorship for British Athletics, 
said: “The fact that the athletes are 
now a concerted group has made a 
huge differ ence to prospective spon- 
sors. The presence of a full-time ex- 
ecutive means that they are in a 
position to deliver athletes.” 


Blade admitted: “There were a lot 
of unhap py a thle tes during the 1995 
season. Relationships with the fed- 
eration, sponsors and foe press were 
probably at an all-time low. For foe 
first time foe athletes started com- 
municating with one another. Then 
we recognised we had to be at foe 
heart offoesport 
“The most important thing about 
us is that we care about athletics. 
Hopeful^, this wE be tire begjummg 
of a new environment for foe sport. 
We want to make it more attractive 
to watch. None of us likes walking 
into an empty s t adium.” 


Gordon puts Anchorians on top 


Hockey 


BILL COLWIlL 

Nefl Gordon shot Anchorians to the 
too of the Nastro Azzurro South Pre- 
mier with a well-taken hat-trick as foe 
Kent side beat Maidenhead 4-2 to go 
two points clear of Hampstead and 
Westminster. Mike Gillett got foe 
fourth with Adrian Hurley and Andy 
Pearce responding for Maidenhead 
Hampstead, previous leaders On 
goal difference, dropped points in a 
2-2 draw at Paddington to Cup 
giant-kiDers High Wycombe. 


After Nigel Land had twice given 
foe Middlesex club the lead, 
Wycombe fought bade with goals 
from Andy Burroughs and Rob 
Cheatle. Wycombe, having been re- 
duced at one stage to nine men fol- 
lowing temporary suspensions, 
scored foe equaliser with four min- 
utes remaining. 

Chichester, with goals from An- 
drew Savory, Brian Lode. Gregg Wat- 
son and Danny Jaeger, beat 
Beckenham 4-2 to slip into third 
{dace. Beckenham’s goals came from 
David Knox and David Penfold. 

Tbe much-awaited Division One 


dash between Puriey and Old Cran~ 
leigbans ended in a convincing 5-0 
win for Puriey. Paddy Osborn, who 
was foe first player to 150 National 

League goals while with Reading ear- 
lier m foe season, scored twice with 
a brace also from Doug Bolger and 
foe fifth from P J Weller. 

Old Cranleighans’ Welsh in- 
ternationals, David Knapp and Jon 
Rees, were unable to respond al- 
though there was perhaps some ex- 
cuse for their third international, 
Don WEiams. whose wife, Gail, gave 
birth to their first child a few hours 
earlier. 
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Mr a fthe alternative to MM 


Racing 

JOHN COBB 

There are two distinctly differ- 
ent wavs of looking at die King 
George VI Chase, which, with 
onh- eight shopping days left to 
Christmas is approaching all too 
qufcklv. The Boxing Day spec- 
tacular can either be regarded 
as an extension of the festive 
season, a gift for One Man 
which he has only to turn up for 
to collect, or the race in which 
his limitations will be exposed. 

There is a danger that Ope 
Man is becoming confused with 
chat other front-running, exu- 
berant grey that dominated 
Boxing Day for so long. But, in 

truth, his achievements are 

some way behind those of 
Desert Orchid and even his 
biggest payday, when winning 
last season's King George, was 
achieved against a couple of 
horses performing far below 
their best in Monsieur Le Cure 
and Master Oats. 


Om Man’s MibUity was laid 
bare in the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup, when he finished legless 
behind Imperial Call and it is 
difficult to understand how 
Cordon Richards, his trainer, 
could suggest that last Satur- 
day’s abandoned Tbmmy Whit- 
tle Chase at Haydock, in which 
One Man would have conced- 
ed I2Ib to the Grand National 
winner Rough Quest, would 
have been no more than an ex- 
ercise spin. 

“I would have liked 10 grand 
for a gdfcp," Richards said, “but 
hell have to gallop at home for 
nowt now." 

Rough Quest mil be among 
One Man’s opponents at 
Kempt on on Boxing Day if he 

comes through a prep race over 

hurdles at Folkestone today. 

It will be only the second run 
over hurdles of his career for 
Terry Casey's 10-year-old, hav- 
ing fallen on his first attempt at 
Uttoxeter in May 1991. To- 
day's opposition is far from 
weak, with the former useful 


Flat handicapper Captain Jack 
among the opposition, -whDe 
David Nicholson gives a British 
debut to Destin D’EstruvaL, a 
winner over fences in France. 

Nahthen Lad, another King 
George entry, was also an in- 
tended runner in the Tbmmy 
Whittle and could instead ap- 
pear over timber this week. He 
is entered at Bangor tomorrow. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bafly Clover 
(Folkestone 100) 

Nffc Nettierby Said 
(Soutftwefl 2.40) 

The winner of the Sun Al- 
liance Chase at the Cheltenham 
Festival last season, he had 
earlier been left trailing in the 
Reynoldstown Chase at Ascot 
by Mr Mulligan. 

Noel Chance, the latter’s 
trainer, confirmed yesterday 
that Mr Mulligan is on course 
for the Kcmpton race, despite 
disappointing on his seasonal re- 


turn at Chepstow, when only 
fourth to Beunont King. 

“Mr Mulligan bad a problem 
with his back at Chepstow, 
which I hope we have correct- 
ed,” Chance said. "He screwed 
barfly over toe fifth or sixth fence 
and lost his confidence after 
that. 

“He was a bit tender after the 
race and we've manipulated 
and massaged bis back and it ap- 
pears to have done the trick. Fin 
hoping that’s the problem oth- 
erwise Fra in trouble. 

“He’s a big horse. You can’t 
alter him much during a race 
and he'll have Richard Johnson 
bade on board for Kempton." 

Chance considers that Mr 
Mulligan represents gc»d each- 
way value for Kempton and be 

feredthe chestnut at 20-1 ear- 
ly yesterday but were soon 
forced to tailor their prices in 
line with the other leading firms 
after a barrage of money. He is 
new a top-priced 14-1 chance 
and still represents value. 


■ Ladbrokes have made Pen- 

10-1 joint-favourites for the 

1997 Ladbroke, when the 
weights were released yesterday 
for the big Irish handicap due 
to be run at Leopardstown on 
Saturday, HJanuajty. 

The firm's spokesman Ed. 
Nicholson said; “Penny A Day . 
looks weO handicapped on list 
21b and Maiy Revelers un- 
beaten gelding looks as if there 
could be more improvement to 
come. Khayrawani is another 
who has done nothing but im- 
prove and warrants respect.” 

Urubande, last season’s Sun 
Allianc e Novices’ Hurdle and 
Ain tree Hurdle winner, has 
been allotted top weight of 
12st and the sponsors quote him 
at 20-1, while Triumph Hurdle 
hero, Paddy’s Return has list 
31b and is 16-1. 


12-1 NomxnpiaMndxjt, Sol 
K*rr * c — 7, i , — 


Boofemafo^ante-post Gstsare 
raring’s folates market Read- 
ers can catiift up with the latest 
developments- best prices are 
in bold- in this sphere with The 
Independent's Hicsday service. 

Sii| George VI Chase:' 
Sound Minis atop priced 8-1 
. with the Tbte - Wfllwnr Hill go 
on^4-L WshNatiooal: Fellow 
Countryman was well backed 




yesterday with iffl the leading 
firms and is now 8-1. The Tbtc 
also bet on Saturday's Better- 
ware Qip at Ascot 
caffloch, 4-1 Ungraded 

9-2 Dextra Dove, 9-2 MajCffBriL 

5-1 TbmmgTnx, 6-1 
tie, 12-1 Tiatfado, 14-1 Hill Of 
TbDow, 16-1 River Bounty, 20- 
1 Strong Medicine, 25-1 Brad- 
bury Star. tan Davies 


S9S&RR& 



ctaty. Mayaeta & Lacty fiedd, 16-1 Briawhar. 
Paddy's RMum, Executive Drrtpi. Iftettn a 
Prieoe. 20-1 often. 


14-1 X4-1 

14-1 1£1 

20-1 2S-* 

14-1 

lfrl lfrl 

xrf flfiii 20-1 

20-1 25-1 


Ea ch- itay am WPi Pie odds, ptoega j, 2 . 3 ptmplon, Ttunday, 26 0ec mPor) 


Inchcailloch the Ascot favourite Punter hits rich seam 


The Cesar cwitch winner, Inch- 
oaflloch. attempts a rare big- race 
double when he attempts to win 
the Bcttcrware Cup at Ascot on 
Saturday. Having swapped stay- 
ing handicaps on the Flat for a 
three miles handicap chase at 
Ascot. Inchcailloch heads the 
Tote's betting at 7-2, with the 


Gordon Richards-trained Un- 
guided Missile a 4-1 chance. 

u We ’ll go for the Betterware 
and then he'll be due a holiday,” 
his trainer, Jeff King, said. A re- 
cent winner at Sandown, Inch- 
cailloch may return there for the 
Whitbread Gold Cup in April. 

Ungraded Missile, who over- 


came jumping erroxs to land the 
Betterware from Rough Quest 
last year, is “in great shape”, ac- 
cording to Richards. 

Alistair Whffians's Major BeO 
win make the haul from Scot- 
land in an attempt to go one bet- 
ter than when second to Strong 
Promise at Ascot last month. 


A Coral customer in the Bas- 
ingstoke area struck hicky in- 
yesterday’s first 49’s draw, the 
big bookmakers response to 
the National Lottery. The man, 
a regular customer, placed a bet 
of 50p on five numbers coming 
out of the drum in the game set 
up by Ladbrokes, William Hill 


and Coral, and five minutes lat- 
er he was £50,000 richer. 

The odds against someone se- 
lecting five of the six numbers 
drawn are 99,999-1. The cus- 
tomer watched the draw live in 
the Coral betting shop and left 
with a wry smile after his final 
number popped out. 


^n»7^ff potett0ga0ft) liM. IM ; — 

aajmaafltejm tta nflai *** m — - ^ 

FaMaw C uhUtt — "“■“■ / ftrtSto) 8-1 ■ ■ fcl 

Moorerort Boa (P McftotaarViaMgW 14-j. 1M : L “fc 

BiOHHV apwlecto odds, ptuxs X, Z 3, A 37 Oaeamba) 




HYPERION 

1230 Fontanays 230 Rough Quest 

130 BAULY CLOVER (nap) 330 WIBte Makeft 

130 a Freddie 330 Saras Delight 

2j00 Conquering Leader 

GOING: itunni - Oond (Good lo Soft tr places]; Hurtles - Good to (Sad. 

■ Kqtfu-tand. undulating count- wlili a run-in of one tarton*. 

■ Ci ion* u. Dm WnT lawn ofTiUO. Wtstcnhangcr sultan (acrotcc from London, dur- 
mf. »'n>ss) adjoins rourw. ADMISSION: Chib £12 (under- 16x free]; TaUCraalto SSJiO; 
hrnir Parte i I per mr, pha 51 for cacti occupant. CAS PARK: Free. 


■ LEADING TKAINHXS WITH RUNNERS: B Cedi — 8 winners from S7 ramwns gtwo 
u iKTi-ss ratio of 1 1 .U% and a profit wall (rod aUkr of &4.08; M Stoote — 8 wtn- 
m-Tx :i8 runner-*. 21. IV S lO.-’tl; J Dunlop — 8 wtnncra, 40 runners, IW-PS. +S0.25; 
K Hannon — 8 winners, -Klnmnoo, 18.8%, +S-1.4Q. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Drmwoody — 10 winner*, 56 rides, lT.tnt, +£2121: & 
Magnirr— id rrtnnen*, 01 rides, 16.4%, +S8.4A; N Wmiunson — 7 wimas, 35 rides, 
.11% -58.il: J (Marne —7 winners. -lOrtks*. 1TJ1IH, -S 18.70. 

T1SOKED FISST TIME: Crrdoa 1 1,00]. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Summer Haven (l JO), Dingle Wood 020} A Spirit Of 
Stccw i UAH have been sent 259 tuflnby N Lampanl Emm Ungsbridge, Devon. 

"i'O LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3£X)0 added 

2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2^59 

1 F3M11 vreHW£BSW(USA)Pramit4artara^NHnleaorSU10 — MAFtogwrid 

: 560*3-3 FONDINKYS(7]NADoiriGMoCaut8U7 OBrirtpratar 

J QXf 34 AUGUST TOanH [12] {CD] PCO'BwiD crawl 8 11.0 C tlnwl n 

a 333335 zwaMH (ifli id Horort J and ry a iO S. It VHn urn 

BEnne 64 Wi yft ro n Why. M Magi, M tVwWh. S-ia^bar 

199S: tVrtdMJSaowS 9 30 T Dascontte M (C Pmftam]8an 
FonaouBE 

WAYFARERS WAY, only moderate on ha daunt fourth off a rating of 88 iKhstd Rago- 
muffm Romeo at Stratfoni at the end at October, turned uera new leaf at Wincantan three 
m« lain and fcdowed up U. days a0> at HerakmL wtaro a waa not so much what he 
beat rather how hp dd il wayfarers way s at last confirming the pramse stxwn in ha fi- 
ra) wo outings last season and. win there being only a ktde cut tn the pwnd. the pound 
nwy sud hen more than the other three. He h also Bcely to have more Improvement than 
them Footways did not have time to find ha feet before us eenon answer for Mm and 
he was hawng tvs first run since flrfishmg thud m a HunOngrJon darner when staying on 
mo second Hhmd the easy winner Surrey Dancer in the aema race last Tuesday. He w« 
come on iortlrat enoowagng return and has a pad chance of going one better out hi« 
nmning recoru suggests he needs sonar pound than Hits. Angnet The TmiUUi Unshed 
lAimfly to tote ttml behmd Donusres&foRfinner k Windsor on htt comeback and the gwnd 
wooy not nave been soft eno^i tar urn whan only fourth behind Lets Be Frank ewer bn 
■m a hail miles there next time, it was noc the extra douncetMt beet lam ant he is one 
'■? i pop m mind onco he gols on easier surface. Ptfer has been on the wrong end of. 
ivrtvips. one too many tight bashes ow season and hts form has gone off a bit «t Its last 
'mo kuna. Sel e c tion: WAYFARERS WAY 

>1 OH! HEATHFELD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5^00 added 

L~rJ 3m 2f PowHy VahM £3390 

: e&aiJJ tMMOWRm(U){OifUnRESKiraJKCcnnorfKU12a BPoms 

? ;w;i:« HUUfCIJ0U3l(19)|P)]UaiwsWaareiUssVVieBira91112 JtW enre n 

. n: r j-.w CKDONm^inAnMndSWreifinaiSllB RDnnoadyV 

i HR pnWIQI (U) iU A PHtfirWnii N Gmttee 9 11 4 CU m — y 

' lii-SCi’ KMBCRC[m(C0)iMnRARucartNtknta9an9110 M ARbgmUB 

- rvid OEM fiWUOCW JCoorrbfiM CoarfK U U 12 MraMCogate 

•' UNNl0MimmfE)ic5caiimMnpeM09 CMndeV 

,'TW' 1 WCAAOFBRAYCnnjtCOllPCDutart LVVasq 109 ECMM 

1 V HNnCf)UnramiTDJ5y«r££UDaMr1SIMor7U)0 JHNeenV 

V JOrnMCKRttCtoiilR DOTH too .TBaHMrfMn 

-IfldedMd- 

**-is •■*ni v Ku lrjcft*xA^jiicy'iwwCi«i«Bef 9st 9b. Mer Mi for 9B. 

BCTTME. 11-4 Brifir CJovw. 7-2 Dteanod Fort 41 SortSera, 6-1 Credo), 7-1 On Mkagi. 8-1 Mr 

bwaew. 14-1 BaantOM BB. IB-1 editn 

i**£ \ >tm« iu li a tiHJih 11 a iR Curesi d ran 

form aim 

' tv rviwfrii RALLY CLOVER and Mareoad Fort, wth the vuunger hone's fit- 
•‘•.•iwrmiirirttrtgia'ti* Mfi Ouupr lw**ed to haw Chiidftay ChocMOte's measure wtwt 
w-t ,■» di.r+se ile.v rt tie* Libounug SraMora (13ft better mi at the second ter FontweB 
.ire iivti urj iroitti Here w.n cut at the uound then and he orefon it sofier than 

* •n tnctw. no at nmsi il anil net hr an fast as when ne was only fourth behind OultaDow 

: »v * «r (Mmhm's tiyjit om; rtwr* UV une out. He did not run too badfi r the or- 
--wen «nBha«rer rath Pm tigger hs« uf siamma. Diamond run needed lu ran 

'i-vrs .< Hjvdtx h m nu(WMidncc. Although hetw whan contHions are 
st'-g. ■v It rear -<<U »nn on a rating at UXi cm fftod 0our» rarer nn ora n Waiwick 
’ r*t urv - up wiir *w a gud miner rat soft ground at Newton Abuoi - and he could 
r» ■*•%.« to *nar ikwi m tnr vuung ttngns d aBoned too much of ik own way. Credon 
•.«+• '*■’! n«d or if ir.iMp in reproduce wfut was a premising first eflOn uf the season 

• x "• m ifiry a llumpron. sometting he has tailed to do twice Mice Mr Invad- 
er ■ ar „■ .» pus-urnM\ in hshrot rf two «Kasons ago Selection: BALLY CLOVER 

rf-qo] SELUNDGE HANDICAP HURDLE (CUSS F) £2350 added 
2m Gf 110yds PatuAy VahM £2457 
SMITIY nsraUD (MU lUitr Wni k Hmierui B L2 0 TCHnphyPl 


' : ••• DREAM IENMM pot ,wre MW W RcbensQ U U INtae 

- + -*:•: AfmmLenbfimtMOTiwnxswi.GucnMt^iiii j augur a 

- >..).• n. mawc |34| 'Urti Lxaii I OB *1 It .8 Upton 

•'.*••7 »AHWIllSA|f7Ifm-itrfogir-t I Vt..xfiTHPin’.; MBorfey 

i ; njonrattoBjiarn 'VnviTDM’i on aw jioitj. _ cimweyn 

O'. 1 AAAE »WAD mj iMtoiwu K larei W Hpe UBlti dtowto 

—WHY HWimt 06) ,r.» Rrbm 3 aimri IJ IU 6 —OJlMdMa 

- 4.*:4J.' irSCWaOrMiV-rlWr-Jilo^CUIL-eilUHiatolTlOa RJOiOTM 

•‘■'..XI KhTT (SU ''j.mn 5 rtfcih Piyiticcm LW ! ^ntms S 10 4 .. .. M reran (7) 

-.1 : ! DUISHAM (USA) IS1 iTMlW r l *itu Douii 1 ientow r 103 JOcbaavK 

•_ -.IT. +•■ SaatoXHRVDIillfitVIKlid^KlLarncati r 10 1 - JWAMmm 

BOSATOf RtDOE 124) ,1 n, lUxh il & ic 0 HMdmnto 

■: .1 un Oft NOW IIOIAK A imnrh VnifowtSlDD SoddeHRMia 

- 14 dtetore*- 

;V. -a- j.'cf r.iThjf Mfe 9W I K. Led Co Nan 8tr I0B. 

WffiH6;»ltlFi»deto.>-2>wOYP»ro— *. H B re en L aeJie. 7-1 Atoel toft a.a-lM|htlnp 

■am. SB-1 Rare Spread. U-l Retoito, IB-1 (town 

IMS: --M «j .bi «• Hi tl h UnWtuA- IO It (V Itofi 'J ry 

pomauDE 

EL nitOOlI ir.u'j ftmr o pua ounce uf tmfcutg m duck -r&sm manly pwmg class 
I I -nddi' *i- Lix4.ru iHii ov rtw Stir chmb into me straght at much at the decent 
. - .v treirthT LM fmp Hi* hut been cto» Iptac rfvs VXJ rah turfiadarty wefl 
.Vscr.t . dlh ti'eilun m n tV liTld 8 ChpfomMm el Acrt. [he Windsor mw. Diwaa Leader. 
■ iir Vie rv.ili.-r ait nl hi; nuirunf unrir wr jkcnm^ from rbe final Ifitpit hdsnd a prams- 
i< ; -r.ei -yn? ri •’.p.irfifing ?pnt^ *hnf" fo-t line That was net a bad effort unce: rts oenai 
i*k» jfi he .x roue r fc -<t up tu foi best ever a disuncw he has jvt to by. Aftwd Soft R 
imru :o Tunr.-T^ .V.pr nw* mmrcusn* JOemort oior fences and ran ngu up to Ns bee 
r f i -d um towin lo tro: uo m it reiier oner two funoncs less at Chepvow 10 days agy 
a t. ■**> *«i4. and cxj-i.e trunJ fw juries r^'.ng to arKin, a is hard to know nfta: to 


meke of the tom, but what ie for sure la that be Is off e 91b higher m«k In Mionger com- 
party md on pound less dem a nding. ft» Grand g afoo rmernngto hurdRifc He needed 
softer ground ihan this when wtmng where et Bangv end Teutlon lest season end Ran 
Spread coiAJ be the danjpr sun hts l|0K wetfiL He has hung bad(y rltftt at Newton Ab- 
bot and Cheitenham and sbo nm out el Worcester (si MMtend cornea) and should be 
batter oft Rang dodtwtoe, atthoutft ha found doappointingy 'fitthi when chedng home KHng 
Tone ar n^it-ftanded Exetw m Saptenfter. Ifalactknn ELFREDDg 

p9AAl BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUAURER} (CLASS 
^^1 E) £5300 ackled 2m 5f Penalty Vdue £4^75 

1 MROOO CNEYS CHINE (UJ (MSJ HMM8dWtia)MsPTMWqr61Q 12 LHwrey 

2 FfiRm* GHUSACWl[41)(TBwMdandtt , wao)afi , JQfM81012 NHa 

3 41116-2 JOVIAL UAHWIUo Barton ManhenORCraAen 7 10 U DMptor 

4 RPP5- UFTAMDI0NDJUn)(M|IRWQwn|lfi4MBakn91012 LAsptol (3) 

5 22/K20- fimjmp44H P e rawsRw i)ii*3APenat5l0l 2 CM rad e 

6 48P6G4 MBirmiCrpBR|fiktMiWooi»OH|MaAWoo*Ow81012 Mfela«fo 

7 63U0-P SHBWTMUR (m U J W Wsrfwm} Ma l Wadran 7 JO 12 BHo^tS) 

a 0812013- nimiMDmiHiJ«RB*BriOanBBdBUia ItMoma 

9 111 am- CONQtBtMC LEADBl (38fo (Ml R A noaut N Hendeaon 7 10 7 RAFRzgwtod 

10 1 SmMOREGAIE{35!)IDOWHpTllGGoran6107 NIMhn 

-lBdadnmd- 

BEfTMG: UrlO Conqacitag Leader, 5-1 Sir Leonard. 7-1 Ore* A CH, 8-1 lleUk, IB-1 9hoH- 
■tor, Staatona Brfe, JavW Man, 20-1 etoare 
1995c No Rm No Gan 7 11 0 P Hde 6-5 (i Stbd) 12 on 
FORM RUBE 

CONQUBIMG l£ADER was a iaadrig novtoa huitSar in foe 1994-95 sanon and wn un- 
beaten until touched off by Morgan Harbour end Jack Button nt Atrarae on her IW out- 
mg. pmnwe she more than coriianed in her only two outkip last fiaim. Unftmraajy: Conoucrlng 
leader ayired a hnee when beatbtg some smart stayers at Newbury on Hennessy day last 
year and has not been out stnoe. but she is reported sufldentiy s&uight and Is not being 
mat hipay tried for her chasatg debuL The could be the arapplng -smna. Jo«W Man was 
very consistent in his grade cwr hurtBes last season and want wel lar a long way aesfost 
Qwenba c k at Tauttmn on IwtRst attempt over tancaa. TTb gaatar teat of sannataharawff 
sOi lam mare and he s a readynnade wmner. though not of coira against sometfang of 
Conquering Leader's dara. Makdk Is a decert tsader who hu won In each of the two fair- 
ly light seasons he has had orer Jumps. Making the transition to frocef shorfd not be a 
problem for han or the Strong GajesiiifingSh- twomnL who ran so wan tn his two races 
■nth me usefU Moncasman at Sandown and Newbuy last waiter. 

S aleettu n: CONQUERtNG LEADER 

o”oral lYMPNE NOVICE MJRDLE (CLASS E) E3JOOQ added 2m 4f 
110yds Penatty Value £2305 

1 02 CAnAMJMXmOwDSraD«MRpe61012 RHogtoSB 

2 1 BANZAME HmPawl HaksiE) R SURW 4 1012 Ifc R rtomtaa (5) 

3 224254 DESUN DTSfROUM. (FHJ (2S3) 5>anai C Merca) □ Hdxten 5 10 12 — DMtgretor 

4 0522-0 DHttE WOOD (XO) W GskW N UnpNd B 10 12.. —IN A Ms— 

5 506 RAXLBTWOOO pi) UtaDALsTrabrtf R Bodlfo 51012 BFWwal 

6 (V KDOSH MAN 6853] (D N Ytedorfl Mre L JaMfl 6 10 12 DIaMy 

7 U KffiOV REVENGE (7) (I Henna* RAree 5 10 12 DOMai 

8 0 MASIK BOWER (U) (DR Fear) R After 5 10 12- — tadtarea 

9 0 NOquU(NZ)(U)(MaREStxft(JMcCinnd*e91012 IRKawnwh 

10 0vantwaw(^iel>s»pP»ti3SJRAfta41fll2 PHaptoyn 

U POT LAD CJSHonwwMdJJ Homewood 8 10 12 HRMradi 

12 22F121- ROUGH QUEST (282} (AT A W5BsJ TCbs^IO 10 12 HARrgWrid 

13 013-22 H(7aLEVBtr(l7)pq(TJ'MWe)1DGamafc51012 Jtlh to aeady 

14 00-0 SAfEEUIE (34} (PH BRS(Haforg* LkS JQAnlQ 10 12 PHda 

15 8 SULLAMBL (40Q U G Haddir) R Hadps 5 10 12 1 Hants (7] 

-lSdadtood- 

SOTHQ: 3-1 Opfirti Jack, 7-2 Dssfti DrBfturaL 9-2 Hoagfa (foaat. 41 Royal Brent. 8-1 Daazaola, 
1S-1 Safetfda, 20-1 oHmu 

US5: Hscpy Horage 4 11 0 A P McCOy 13-2 U VMws) 14 rat 
FORM CUBE 

With Martei Pipe recently reconhng IBs testest 100 for the reason and Una more waters 
at Netmn Abbot yesieidBr. the erww choree ou0tt to be Captain lack. Ttw forniar use- 
ful Flat aayfng hanfecappar was racaig tar me first ttaio slnoe January 1995 when beaten 
three lengths ty KAmatgton over an raora forking and a half at tMncanton last month. The 
form as it stands s nodMig special, but it was a Mg knpRMmant an Ns first attampt and 
he needed the net. so he should be able to ftnpwwemav The bumper wamw ROYAL EVENT 
•as touched off tqr fikx For Tipniig at Kempton (2m) on Ns Narilng debut and then out- 
paced by the Flat racer tamo from me last at Wann* (2m). They were two good afibna and 
stepping up id today’s ris i an ce couM be the answer, e sp ectafly as the cut n the 0txmd 
may sun Nm more man Captain Jack. Terry Casey has to gn a race into tha ffattord win- 
ner. ReaghQuaaL after Haydoch was abandoned on Sabmlay and be should have a good 
Mram-ruz Mtiwt beatg able to match me pace of the other tm. An eye ran Raw id be tapt 
on Deetto D'Estnnrai. a wmer rarer fences at Franca. In hs Mast start, he was fourth at 
AutBut, stx lengths behind Or Royal, who a unbaawt hi two runs mar fences in this coun- 
try for Mamn Pipe. 6 dic t io n: ROYAL EVENT 

\nnl SHAfXXrofURSTCONDmONALJOCKEYS HANDICAP CHASE 
— Y. -I (CLASS F) £3300 added 2m Porntty Value £2J71X 
t 03AWA5 SOWLDANIW H3) gg pAi Jofie CBM) 0 Gread B 11 12 PHartay 

2 115332 tNRUE MAH&T (U) P) lOkl Bote Bred R Mik 6 11 11 ItottaSafiB 

3 4532F.P OUSCCMfmaLCMIfifBraiRAMtlOUg AteRyn 

4 004132 nCW (BEN PU BA [8 Sadi Mrc L Bchwtlt 8 11 7 MOftfoag) 

5 PS5W4 SHAIM (U) <S Cues* ] JBMB 6 11 7 NTEgM (3) 

6 414741 HARM CHANCE (29) (D| (G Smal) R Hodges 10 11 7 TDraceaftt 

7 206»m PCOMMBaE<USA) (30) (CD) (MrSA Woodrawl WsA Vftodm 13 11 7 GHOgM 

v 7 — 

BETTMS: 42 Mto MM. 1L4 Dram CMnoa. 3-1 Refeh 7-1 Shdh, 8-1 SoM Dmck, 10a Crake 
OBdreLM-lParanafti 

1996: le Char New L2 11 11 B r emai 74iDGresall Ton 
form suae 

The wsra three ftaiar® was me man reason whyHCHU was unable » confirm earterWkxJ- 

sor form wrm Surer Rrasa « HerefiM 11 days 003. Fichu n back at two tides today, the 

Ostance « «n>ch he ran ora an easy winner burn Fbramcfc and WBM Mdalt at ludkra 
Jastmoret!. The awo found two m*es at tudrow perhaps uo sharp and nas a 10ft puC. but 
«AI may re* reyeree the form. SbaOk sapued Ns fiekt when caitfit by Dreary at Fahenham 
and me resuft flacm iwp, as does Dawn Chance's numpwn win, whSa CndM Cootral 
wanted a Mtarther than tns at ns best SdacMera nCHU 

gTgjfJI WEATHERBVS 'STARS OF TOMORROW* OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
L±±ri (CLASS H) £13SO 2m If UQycta pm^ty value £1322 

1 3-11 aMMMESNU.LAD5An<UsBMatrtotaR0!SUkan4 120 -V— - 

2 »PU ififi* hdwnjTCswy a 114 M AFXasnM 

3 CMB5KIWCH (HO Urn Bmn) S Ejde 6 11 4 ttDwafefewo 

4 ceum. JACK UWUndl RHo«B 4 114 _>HMito(7) 

5 C- GMDO0 (371) lOrad Kdkmd R Seong; 5 11 4 MrRBnrdoaBB 

6 nAL tFKAaCl IHcBasxwFhc*® R Hatps 5 LI 4 TDreooufta (3) 

7 ft OUDO pDfe IPT.-wp«Ba V*» VWWsaw 5 11 4 

9 C AMEMMBaC{27)rAksDlBdnN3ae>)D(kraM5114 SHorann 

9 oorewi ACTOR (tos Been Sbertnw isneeftn 4 U4 nwra» 

ID S ABASOBL Wff FI*sDJ«ltJmDferfKeon4ii4 3 Nhiw(39 

U 0 3WOFSOCCEncmMMnSalenlllfilfLTOeMeU4_ n _lfeAMMMW 

U 0 RHBUOHIBSmEaO)faMeAonBaBiLUMnpe4U4 CfeMto 

13 4 YOUN8 MANNY ISM) MsGm Jem* AIatop5 U 4 n 111— 

14 mWKAHE JAHEIMIeRabBP) Matters 4 10 13 IMtoa 

15 5 JAYDOK {42] ^ 0 &osnqgl U Uadrardi 5 tft 13 c Upton 

15 & HtSwr(22qiUsDwroWMBiGn)jC4tKl5Ull3 pHkta 

17 7 9UhfejdMOBMPnEaanhgfippiCA»ortarfi4ini3 . ..jJBKMW 

iTrtiriwefl 

D**«. M Bmrera M Ud.B-lfeMo.StlMoa 
lafeare, 10-1 HBTOey, 12-1 H Of Bewm. 20-1 ottes 
1996: Chaprera 6 11 U 3 Aagmer 10-11 iM npe> 10 ran 


HYPERION 

1230 Smolensk 1230 Haddon Hmtft U20TH- 
eratum 130 Pltftacclo230 Supertop Z50 Ju- 
dkial FfcW 330 CatBrie Bantlttra 

GOING: Ftrm (Good to Fkm In pfecea). 

■ Rlgbs-lood rard oome wfih 4ght ovns. 

■ Gottok la fim E of Ednbuigb on AL Boa link finan Bfinburgb 
■tatfonGm. ADMISSION: Onhfcl 1; TMu™naSft(OAP»«nd era 
employed £3). Acco mp ani e d undeo-lfla bee. CARPARK: Free. 


5 - neon ombumdimht (ui d tonb 7 10 3 imbb 

B DM ABBE BOU) (IS 0 Bator 7 Ifl 2 —MMrnkt 

7 OOUGH MBS MONT (ft F Muogl 7 10 1 BHadfeg 

8 008050 8E00HD6AH» OS J Gdria 5101 GLnC3) 

9 PP-0360 OPHMlAW(13) R&aap 6inO— ■ — BfWtro{7) 

. ttfiam mtfe IOsl Tiw tmXap aetfc Cam lair 9a 13*. 
a mm. S-4 TdeiBl—. 41 tYayra Dream. 6-1 IR n M oa t , SJ. Pa* MM- 
■UAL 10-1 CWfoa Lady, 12-1 Qraah Bo M . Ba cra rfe Aafy. 141 aUMia 


BUNKERED FUST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNlDtS: Parita (1-50], JMAtol PMd 
(2^0) * Mam Wanfor f3J0) bare been m ISO mflea ty N Tlc»- 
Her from LangMo. North TortsNre. 

Ireo on l TABLE MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
L±=~lJ £3,000 added 2m 4f 

1 IWESrtoa a yM Hammond 4115^ RflHdtly 

2 0 MZAAL (QSA) (IQ R Abn 5 11 5 SHdtaa(7) 

3 oo nnLmia(isvantia»4U5 kjoww 

4 60-32 SMOLBBKtZBI JBwiy4115 M Mctoa e y 

s ooo su>aaiy[UiiBNtMy4ii5 adomai 

6 OOPP-P CBBC COMMA nWRUd 5 110 -JIM 

HOTWfl: 45 InreMWtMiy, 44 Snrawnfi. 10-1 Mart. 26-1 RnyM Palp. 
Sfowr Gqy, 06-1 CaMc Cnm 


firm Edinburgh PTEfil MUSSELBURGH IMCS HAWBAP CHASE 
ft (GAPs and on- A - q V.| (CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m 4f 

RPARErFYee. i PUflDlM (ft {CD) N TinHer 7 12 0 MraFJraraB 

2 F034F3 (BOSS CMMON (38)1 (feds 10 12 0 TIM 

3 0-52121 CHAilMMS BALE |B) (Ct^ MaS ftaduna 9115 (6eC — 

__SFH«BV 

4 722-242 MGUACaOMn|BOUHmncnd8313 RBreRfy 

5 21325-4 H0NiamE(Xl)PMamRi7113 BCTOR 

JWBdal PWM & 146500 RtSKTDg [7? YTharygcn 7100 - JtJonra 

) nAwbyNUn- -6<fedared- 

MBnunae{M:lQiL7MMndft9)NeipicRUBrDee9RSL 
■ aETTWC: 64 Ctonnhg Brin. 7-2P^Tr1n,B-2ftaKra.S-l>>orarare. 

(CLASSES MCMCM>a«,»ll»rtyD« 

iXtoOTa lo Ortl GAS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 

Z^Jg l“?I £4yD00 added 3m 

KJonaa 1 F14226 !MUWIfi6BICIfi)mGUain9120 THigg(7) 

MUfcMy 2 — EOF CU» HiWgi B 115 RGHritty 

ADabfifa 3 6-43331 IAIB(IEADBI{3q IQCMwrBlOO DPartwrB 

TIM 4 045404 m«BtAysnST{7}WKanp7100 SMeDeapRB 

-4 derived - 

26-1 Royal PUB, BOTWB: W Sroertop, 2-lT09y«*Nr. 7-2 Latfc: Uadw. frl ITAittay 


lio CA BATHING COACH NOVICE CHASE 
—".1 (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3m 

1 Q3P-604 ( MW im (8) P)V Thompson 8 11 2 KJom 

2 rwm CORPORAL NRHHDOfttbSUTMufiB' 6 10 12— F Mian 

3 053406 FMCBMLL(8) YThcrapKln 7 1012 WMOnawaon 

4 200-P62 UBDOONNIMIGH|RPOBBTOnu0t81O12 RSarfa 

5 3F3540 IR5CT CA50AL(20) WRead71012 T Raed 

6 304*648 HEBBMBIM Dial** 10 U12 IMs 

7 4OT64* ESTABLISH (193) JDadfe 8 10 7— Klnferaw 

8 300-6FF MSS LAHFUGHT (7) FIArtagi G 10 7. ADritti 

-Sdadarad- 

BETIWa 7-4 Haddon Ha^. 91 Caraoref LOrtreood, Sa Ol'N w tOT . 6- 
1 1fiijfiiifiC. IWi lurifl*. fi 1 Malar Tvaal. 11 1 nfim 


focnl HOLE ACROSS HANJKAP CHASE (OASS 
F) £3^00 added 2m 

1 342212 JUDICIAL naD PI HTrt4Br 7 120 B Canity B 

2 435445 FLABM OF SBIM (3R (CIQ B MacagMR 10 12 0 

! IJarrine(7) 

3 53U40-5 RA7B> MOVHt W (CD) 0 Nnftn fl U ID HMrimreyB 

4 P40-462 CARSBfDBf (54)(CO)lBamlay8101 s Storey 

-4dactmed- 

RQfmG:MIM0fBMMM74(JMtMHril92CHtori(ia.51!b*U 


pT^/f] SEA HOLE SBXMG HANDICAP HURDLE 
1 A :^ V I (CLASS G) £2,800 added 2m 

1 012-454 HUBMRI(IISA}C14)PM<nMi71L13 ADaAbto 

2 4259-OP TROTS DREAM (U]M Hannon) 5 111 R Orally 

3 FOP06 BAMtWBMactag|»tB101fl B Storey 

4 5D4SFF- SCHOOL QFSOBREpiRDNllM 6 106— SMcDoaffri 


fQ“Qn] SHORT HOLE STANDARD OP0INH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS W £1*550 added 2m 

1 20-1 CAflLBU BAWHtrS n (C0| J Bsrry4 11 11 — R Mrioaqr 

2 M MJIIY SOLERA (LQ(qCMv6 11 11 B Storey 

3 6-21 STOUKWRRI0R(74)(D) N TWfer < 11 11— E Harfwrel (3) 

4 0 SALEM BBCH CM) UTdCfMtrr4 10 13 PMrea 

-4dadM-' 

BEmR mo CMlria Braritot, 94) Sara Tlfenk*, 3-lHrity Satan, 
14-1 Satan Beach 




HYPERION 

1340 MneBa Derby 130 Easy Breezy (nb) 1^0 
Beeclill el d Flyer 230 Record Lover 240 Hmi- 
tan Youth 3JOYi*ratee 

GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand sharp, oral course. 

B Comae b 3m SE of town and 5m W of Newark. EoUtgOwJono- 
donaiBotaw coarse. ADM2B8U1N: dob £12; Tatunala SB (QAP 
monboB of conree"a Dtamond Oub £4. aewnupanied under-Ifis 
bee). CAR PARK: FYac. 


BUNKERED FBSTTDAK: Nom. 

WINNERS IN T8K LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-OBSEANCE RUNNERS: Yahnlea (3.1 0)ftRedttl (13.40) 
have bear arm 21 1 mflee by M C Pipe from Ntebotaritayne, Devon. 

12 AO I CflRDfTTWnONALHLf^NOVKEHUR- 
— J OLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 4f 130yds 

1 1-1 WNEtlA DEHBY PQ (D) P Ndfiols 6 11 5 A P McCoy 

2 332-0 CAST onMKSMOT (IS) CE#W1 ft LO 12-1 A McCarthy 

3 2 DRY HU. LAD {1^ J Notre 5 1012 Mtn 

4 05004) BBAaffaFIBSK(17)WQnfeem6iai2-«IMra 

5 005/P UMrSiaSS[7)JFWas71012 ECMMM(39 

B 4584) UKRYIAIMBl (U| Mat H Kragfit 5 10 12 BMsa 

7 NJ MOOR DANCEMMCUJNUmnlan 610 12-JMrDVra» 

8 215003 RS)TaC13)MPlpe41012 DVMMOQ 

9 OF TfoONA'S HOPE (17) E CNns 7 10 12 HSarih 

10 004 HEADER IMSE (9i W0MTuraer41012 AtMMs 

U 446504 CAiKr-J(ia)FJtrifni510 7 Aft N ted 

12 p PMimnwroDfiinDitorasiDT im« 

13 646443 RNBBAIKH0SE(2S|HrO8y510 7 TBay 

-ISdadaad- 

SEflBIft: evens ABnafia Darby, 7-1 Rad M, 10-1 Rhwtank Ran, 32-1 
OwtOfn ai a awm . Ctotyd. Wratoar mm, 16-1 cMwre 

[linl ^TLI^DEN CHASE (CLASS F) £AflOO 

1 P2232-P BADMKKB0BeMtU)DVMmeil5 SHcM 

2 PPP CAHA COt tra J NaNte 7115 ( 

3 3048 EASY RKZY (KS C Mar B 11 5 APMcGuy 

4 5425&F RU SWIM S (USA) { 7)0 Ware 7 11 5 

5 008CF4 THE HNCESMMSH(8)0M£»1 5115 D«tatah(3) 

8 *4 WHSPOT(7)PU00My631S Sforoffi 

7 WH0oaFii«mirirpoaBfora5iLS_Hftct9rare(S) 

„ 7 dodHvtf ^ 

BEmNft 84 GMtaridi Bafehta, U4 Ml BHBwg 6-1 tea Brescy, at 

The ftaaca atatatoc, tofiw p lt a, MU Cai scc L 904 Wtaal OflBoagM R 

fOOI OWSBY SELUNG HURDLE (CLASS G) 
L=Z^J £2^50 added 3m 110yds 
1 P43-631 NR FUmS (21) J TuA 10 11 12 SMcffaR 


2 46045-2 UJU6ilDHMR(B)WCtay51012 Ctaroey 

3 araap CHARUncnWCreain0m611)12 L Mcft rihOT 

4 23304P HkSf RUN (2D J MlTOii 8 10 12 SCrara 

5 U BMBECU«7)l«MiBmer71fll2 STqtorn 

6 5022*6 KADflraMUO[U)JBraa71012 — .VSriA 

7 PB2 lAIdlABHE2E[l^TJNa^acr41012— P TlB tf r 

8 20-53P LE BARON CUR C EgUre 5 10 12 UUkCHtty 

9 Bm toU. HOUSE (829) 6 Era®a 9 30 12 ^Maa*a 

10 W SHAABMAItMHU) JSh?dv0stxiini5 10 12_Alhan|ha> 

11 4- WMaW*BllAD(4B)YraMR»TW71012JPtwir(7) 

12 0 BffVSUWBMEClS»CanBi510 7 BCtatn(7) 

23 10F0P4 BWTOSLBf(10)RJutos6107 WMwatoaB 

14 520 JjDYHY BOCAL(7)JJONe9 4 10 7 — A P McCoy 

- 14 declared - 

UIWLK)RIM9,MIMIIuuN.T4UraM,MMlftMM 
10-1 Fait ftre. D ai rtittato H e r . L u wly Ito a rri. XM. rthara 

19 -mi BRISTOL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4^00 added 3m lltydB 

1 500246 KAMBXA (14) J Ihrins 7 11 10 SCanra 

2 /UBIOt IMKffaRADYCM)WCbaangOT71110 IM 

3 300452 WKOE ROBBER CUJMtedHW* 011 4 PHoBft 

4 *24623 RECORD LOVSt n MOwomen 6 10 11 WWoitfitaghM 

5 2254P-6 l»UI(a)PRodtad6108 StomB 

8 0IU55M) SMET BUCK PQHFVff 710 0 HSterett 

7 650F-P2 lACDB.PfONCE{20) PtfChofeSlOO A P McCoy 

-7<factarad- 

frMrnura waRClOR Ite iandMP WAlpts: Swm Ebrit Jta M Aftra 9i 
X3ft_ 

HEmNS: 7-4 Wfana Bhadar, 114 teraAMyi, 8-1 Barord (rarer, top dm 
P riaca, 7-1 llayba OYkaily. 13-1 DaoRr, 1*4. Sweat Bach 

1 9 A/ll RGR REFRIGERATION HAMNCAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £7JOOO added 2m 4f 110yd* 

1 R2HJ44 HBBBg - OU aHH A W pifi P ffctdta 6 11 10 — APHaCOy 

2 5445-P4 CORMROBI (M 88 J SnqftHMnite 12 11 9 JV Mwatn 

3 0*4/16-2 HMnWKyoatHaqRF)GMDQirtBU8 AlfeeMn 

4 FU221-1 KIHBSYSAM>(13) (m IBbM IMot 6 llS^LSShfito 

5 144UF cmTOORftinTRaKarBllB StAfprai 

6 2UM THE FUfM RXnMMf (2D) RDKttTlOUC D BTOaRwr 

-Bdadwad- 

BEflBItt 74 Haftraby Sri^ 114 CaBan, 7-2 HraiHra Taatb, 6-1 Her- 
bM Badraan, 184 Onrarte. TbaPljmFocftraa 

LIVERPOOL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
L±Z 2 ll D) £4«000 added 2m 

1 231144 YUB«AlgWSA)MWHP(pB*12(t— A P McCoy 

2 Q20F4F MMNMBDAftOMEBen PftotoHOUSJltanwftB 

3 *4012*- Mt HORMHiy (2Bfo (1^ SB0wtag5 10 6 ASM* 

4 • 260084 BBna9S-GBMGE(U)MMlSdBal7102-Jt1lrailtod 

5 004FP3 graiwBMBMiaaFJaaratAinn - .. e ww. n- 

6 P64MSO WDfDSNIH(8Q AiLitotoBlOO r» 

Aettaun 10*. tathaManwHfits SWfcg After 9 jt 12b. Mrt- 

sMVite 7ft. 

BOT»TOS *S Ya enUt , 4-1 SMBtRgMooa. a-1 Mr Mortarty. 7-1 Wtatf. 
mM Mam, 8-ltaoooaotfiaoiD% l*x Wontmtlh 


RACING RESULTS 


WARWICK 

1230: L NNWE OF OUR FMHER (0 

:Vj :«■ 1 . 2. TIwm Arena ?-l jt tat. 
X Shaath Kafaah 14- 1. 21 ran, 2-1 jl 
A:ii U ! I'rVrfii. 2. 4. iP Button. 
H.MrtottfVta-41 Mk £10 C 80- cir.io. 
sSjiO. f '-?0. DF. £64.60. CSF. 
£ II. -.If-. T-kj nor won. NH. Worth P 1 * 

LOO: 1. SEVERN GALE (X fcjsnui 5- 
Z Pridewoed Pfckar tail fov: 3. M- 
u*;jl 4 i»« 1 "i. (J Alien. AJcctOtJ- 
Soto: t3 10 PF il 7U. CSF: £d 99. NR: 
i'fr ‘ Ci-. 

130: L GYSMT tN ttaljmson) 8 15 
v> - Z kith Berry SO- 1 4 ran. Orel. %1 
s.-r. ttcwiffiw. Mk £1.40. OF: £5.90. 
7-.F £lv» 5?. NR. Hir t - s Caurbcr 


200 : L REABWESqUE URKt 

itoUtft! 3-1; Z Lord McMurrougft 3-1; 
ZDomappel 13-8^ 4 ran. 2, 6. i P Mur- 
phy, BhsWUWar: £4£XL DF: £580. CSF: 
£1082. NR:Wiofefi. 

Z3Q: i. REX TO RESCUE (Mr R 
Tharrfon'. 4 1; 2 Mr Pmkhmt 11-8 tar. 
2. Crafty ChapLaki 10- L 7 ran. 5. 1 
(R Alner, Bunctora founl. lMto £4.?0; 
£2-30. £JL40. DF: £5.90. CSF; £9 80 
200: LHONVEKSL QUEEN UOabomei 
11-4 ;t tar. Z Joy Fttr Life 2St 3. ftfoyfin 
Magic 7 2 . 10 ran 11-4 jt t» Di's Las; 
1 5thi. io. fi. i0 Shflwiod. Uueer tan- 
bourr.l. lbte: £4.30; £1.50. £4.70. 
£1.50. DF. £53.50. CSF. £57.76. Dio: 
£ 88 . 20 . 

230: 3. LEIS &E FRANK (R Johnson) 
fi-5 fov: 2 The Captatab Vrtah 5-2; 3- 


Ahreys ereemr 12-1. 13 mn. 1. V*. (Noel 
T Dunce. Lantbaumj. Dnr £ 2 JO; 
£1.10. £1.90. £2.70. DF: £3B0. CSF: 
£5.10. Incas: £2275. Tho: £19.90. NR: 
Re-ucJuno. 

PtacapcC £129-30. Quadpot £23^0. 
Place fi: £172.66 Piece 5: £52.50. 

NEWCASTLE 

32A<t 1. SON OFANSKAN OSuppfo) 
fi-4 fov; 2. RmmI 6- 1; 3. Jaefaeoa Rrak 
M. S7 ran ... 7. jJMs A Swrobar*. Rich- 
monffl Tttfee £2.60; £1.10. £1.90. 
£2.10. DF. £4.70. C$F. £1Z63- Hw; 
£2.60. 

UO: 3. STORMY CORAL [S Storey) 
13-8 ta-.T 2. AstftAgs 7-1: X Erafyincan- 
tafi Light 10-L 5 ran 3, 30. iC Pariusr. 
loctotw/. Me £2.70; £1.10. £J-20. 


OF: £3.00. CSF: ££l 24. NR: FiueWgh 


l*4QfiLW!fIEWILDW(Pftivan) 10- 
11 fav; 2. Alda Mecnaira 25-1; 3. Auburn 
Boy 7-1. 12 ran 3'ft, IV*. (Mrs M Rev- 
eley. Sattbum). Drift £2,60; £1.40. 
£2.90. £L60. DF: £14.00. CSF. £25.12. 
Tna: £25.40. 

210: a- CROSSHOT (K Janes) 9-2; X 
Cover Point 7-2; 3. Stnfihg Sand 4-3. 
7 ran 2-1 fav Show Mur Hand (fiefi). 7, 
5. (9 McDonald. Duns). IMa: £5J0; 
£2-90. £180. OP. £13.40. CSP £19.89. 
Incase £62.02. Trio: £1750. NR: Mase 
PtarortUk Hygiene. Nb 2 UK H^ane ihs 
wfffttmvn not under atom. Rutoddoes 
not apply, no martm formed. 

245: 3. GARBOS BOY (W Fry) 14-1; 
2 Gaalc Bba 25-1; 3. Rathfredoa 66- 


1. 8 ran 4-7 fav Celtic Giant (fefl). 5; hd. 
U Turner. YbrW. Xote: £1630; £240. 
£140. £10.30. DF: £116-20. CSP 
£223.68. 

3J5: 2 UVK) (A Dobbin) 5-1 2 
Branehwr 5-2 2 Piawakra 9-4 fav. 8 
mn 7. 4. (P MonsEMh. RosawoU). IMbe 
£740; £160. £110, £1.00. DP. 0030. 
CSP £29.97. Irfcasc £B7M. Yrto: 
£26^0. Nft Latin Leaden 
JraKpcc Not won (pool o( £2^69^7 ar- 
nad fimvafo to FoAestone today). 
PtoOfoTOft H.^1 40. Qraafcwfc £544jQ0. 
Fare & £18750. Ploc* 5s £15324. 

NEWTON ABBOT 

1250: 1. PALOSANTO (APMcCoyft 6- 

5: 2 Star Performer 10-11 fee 3. Strltfr- 
*-Pa« 12-1 Sian 24. 3. (M Rpe).'fobc 


£250; £230. £3.00. BP. £1.10. CSP 
£267. 

120: 1 MRS DtSKM (B FomS) 2-1 
fev; 2 Coontry Store 14-1 3. Pearfe 
Choice 12-1 12RML 2ih, ly*. (R Buck- 
ler). Mk £290: £120 . £240. £170. 
DR £9.80. CSF: £28.00. Tritx £47.40. 

150slFWB«YH0OSE(APMtCeM 
7-4 tar, IHIttMn 9-22 DMy Sport 
fihf 9-2 7 ran 2 Yj. 24. (M Pipe}. Mk 
£230; £130. £2.90. DP £750. CSP 
£240. 

220t 2. JAMES HE FHtST (A P Mc- 
Cay) 8-5 tar; 2 AM B AM 9-4; 2 Stra 
«f Italy 16-1 4 ran 22, diSL (P 
NSchods). Mbs £180. DP £200. CSP 
£4.04. 

260:1 DEANtrS BCBIO (C Maude) 
100-30; 2 Lake Karfira Evsns fer; 2 


Raffles Itonstor 32-1 9 nra. Diet, 30. 
(M Rue). Ms £4.00; £150. £110, 
£220. DP £320. CSP £6^9. Tta 
£1520. 

320; 1 TflAN EMPRESS (N Mann) 
14-1-2 Country Kaoper 20-1; 2 jaB- 
breflfiar9-2 8 ran 5-2 tav BtarrtjWtdl 
Buck. 2 12 (S Metor). Mk £1260; 
£260. £3-60. £120. DP £76.60. CSP 
£19231 Maec £232&87. 

3J50: L TOP MAIM (Mr 8 Sheriai) 
13-2 2 Mg Strand 9-4 tar; 2 Trarati Baby 
10-1 34 raL Yj. 19. IN Hawfce). Iota: 
£7.70: £222 £29a £250. DP £1490. 
CSP £2242 Ihcasc £146.43. 1«a 
£75.00. - 

Ptaoepot: £5270. Quadpot: £5660. 
Place 0: £3733. Ptaca S: £26.12 


Cowboys 

defense 

to the * 

rescue 

American football 

MATT TENCH 

For much of the season it has 


close to impossible, but in the 
end the Dallas Cowboys 
wrapped up their fifth corac- 
utivc NFC East title with a 
game to spare. It came foUow- 
mg Sunday’s defeat of the New 

England Patriots and owed 
inurh to their resflieace, ana not 
a tittle to the faltering ebaflenges 
of their principal rivals. 

As has become the custom 
these days, their victory came 
thunks to their league-leadmg 
defense, which restricted the 
high- octane Patriots attack to see 
points. The Cowboys offense 
found scoring almost as much 
of a problem, but four Chris Bo- 
niol field goals were enough for 
a 12-6 win. 

The demise of the Cowboys 
has been widely predicted al- 
most from the moment of their 
third Super Bond triumph in 
four years last January, but de- 
spite a 1-3 start, and a contin- 
uing backdrop of criticism, they 
look capable of mounting an- 
other formidable play-off run. 

The Cowboys’ status at divi- 
sional champions is a particu- 
larly bitter blow for the 
Washing ton Redskins, who at 
one stage led the East with a 

7-1 record. Their most recent re- 
verse Hnrrng a disastrous second 
half to the season, saw them 
beaten 27-26 by Kevin Butler's 
last kick of the game for the 

Cardinals in Arizona. It was the 
Redskins’ sixth defeat in seven 
games and keeps them out of 
the play-offs for another year. 
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sport 


Jordan wary 


of Mansell’s 


demands 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 


Nigel ManseD must accept a per- 
formance-related deal if he 
raakesa ftmnula One comeback 
with Jordan-Peugeot next sea- 
son. The 43-year-old is expect- 
ed to tell Jordan in the next 24 
hours whether or not he wishes 
to return, but a positive verdict 
could be only the start of com- 
plex contractual negotiations. 

Mansell is understood to be 
seeking about £5m, a price 
which may have been deter- 
mined by the figures quoted 
when Jordan were attempting 
to sign the 1996 champion, Da- 
mon HHL 

However, Jordan regard the 
Mansell of today as a lesser 
^ known quantity than HGU and 
cannot have gathered conclusive 
evidence from last week’s test 
in Barcelona. Mindful of 
Mansell's ill-fated venture with 
McLaren, they are wary of 
making an unconditional com- 
mitment of £5m. 

Eddie Jordan, the team own- 
er, has constantly maintained he 
would never run the risk- of 
bankrupting his organisation. 
The public humiliation would 
also be too much to bear. 

Jordan has lined up financial 
support from Bennie Eccle- 
stone, Formula One's impre- 
sario, but it appears that ITV, 
□ew television guardians of the 
sport in this country, are un- 
willing to throw a little extra into 
the Mansell “pot”. 

.It is likely Ecclestone will in- 
sist on a pay-fbr-points scheme, 
which Benetton and Nelson Pi- 
quet once employed to their 
mutual satisfaction. That would 
effectively throw the ball back 
fkintb Mansell’s court and provide 
T the first test of his resolve. 

Ecclestone contends that if 
Mansell decided to race, there 
would be no repeat of his 
McLaren fiasco. “1 think if 
Nigel feels he can do the job 
then he should,” Ecclestone 
said. “I don’t think be would 
make another comeback unless 
he was certain about iL'He 


doesn't want to go through 
what he went through over the 
McLaren drive.” 

That comeback ended in ig- 
nominy - ironically at the Span- 
ish Grand Prix circuit - 19 
months ago, when Mansell 
abandoned his car, claiming it 
was undrivable. 

“I don't think he should have 
stopped in the first place," Ec- 
clestone said. ‘‘He’s now lost 
nearly two years and 1 haven’t 
a clue wfaat he might do. He’s 
the only one who can know. 

“It’s not a case of Formula 
One needing him back because 

. Formula One is bigger than any 

driver. ■ People sard Formula 
One .would be finished when we 
lost Senna, then when Prost and 
Mansell retired. But it wasn't. 

“The people who will bene- 
fit if Nigel comes back and 
does the job are Jordan and Ralf 
Schumacher. 1 gather there 
should be a decision very soon 
and I’m sure it will be the right 
. one" 

Mansell is anxious to erase 
the memory of his capitulation 
at McLaren, a blot on a career 
otherwise illuminated by spec- 
tacular success and drama. He 
is adamant he still has the abil- 
ity, fitness and desire to do the 
job. 

Driver and team express 
themselves content with the 
times Mansell achieved in test- 
ing, his best falling just three- 
tenths of a second outside the 
fastest by Jordan's other driver, 
Ralf Schumacher, younger 
brother of Michael. 

But theo, as one insider said: 
"That may tell you more about 
Ralf Schumacher than it does 
about ManselL* It is also sug- 
gested that Peugeot are less than 
enthusiastic about these devel- 
opments involving ManseD. 

Still waiting- in the wings in 
the hope of reclaiming his dri- 
ve with Jordan is Martin Bnm- 
dle. He has maintained a 
dignified silence during the hul- 
labaloo surrounding Mansell’s 
projected comeback and would 
be prepared to re-sign fcra frac- 
tion of his compatriot's asking 
price. 



Smith ‘transfer’ 
costs $lm 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


Sailing's first transfer deal worth 
in excess of Sim (S620.000) 
yesterday saw Lawrie Smith 
confirmed as skipper of a multi- 
million pound Brush challenge 
for the Whitbread Race next 


Lawrie Smith wHI lead Britain's challenge in the Whitbread next year Photograph: Allsport 


year. 

The Swedish syndicate which 

released him, EF, immediately 
□sped the stakes in the 32,000- 
mfle round the worid race by ap- 
pointing Paul Cayard, the San 
Francisco America's Cup skip- 
per, in his place. 

Smith will stay with EF until 
mid-April, working mainly on 
saD design at the winter train- 
ing camp in Portugal while his 
SHk Cvt-sponsored boat, de- 
signed by Bruce Ftirr, is being 
built at the McConaghy yard in 
Sydney alongside one being 
constructed for the all-woman 
crew of the Australian model 
Elle Macpherson. 

EF lose not only Smith but a 
whole raft of crew members re- 
cruited by him. Neal McDonald, 
Gordon Maguire, Adrian Stead, 
Steve Hayles, Jason Carrington 
and sail co-ordinator Russell 
Pickthafl all move over. 

Cayard is expected to bring 
with him five top Americans 
with John Kosteda, Rod Davis, 
and long-time associate Stevie 
Erikson high on the list of 
probables. EF is building two 
new boats in Gothenberg, the 
second for its all-woman crew. 

No sooner had Smith 


switched to British colours than 
he was admitting that Cayard’s 
appointment — both were an- 
nounced at St Katherine’s Dock, 
London - immediately pro- 
pelled bis old syndicate, rather 
than Chris Didsou and Dennis 
Conner, into bis biggest threat. 

"Cmfth, for some time Britain's 
highes t paid yac h ts m a n , and his 
agents, Worid Sports Manage- 
ment, have taken three months 
to hammer out an agreement 

JumA C h twiiJ af TfWV RnfK fhltv rar 


Mystery 

over 

Ashton’s 

absence 


Rugby Unfon 


it is amicable. He buys himself 
out of his EF contract and pays 

for participation in their design 
ana development programme. 
On the other side he win have 

GaBah^ owners of Silk Chi, to 
cover all his costs. 

Nbt evejycne is favourably im- 
pressed with Smith's defection. 
Magnus Olsson, the EF opera- 
tions manager, said he had been 
“pretty upset-" The 64ft Silk Cut 
yacht wul be flown to England 
m May, with the syndicate hop- 
ing to share some of the 
£250,000 cost. The keel will be 
made in the United Kingdom. 

Cayard reinforces the stature 
of the race. He is a perfect fit for 
EFs Language-learning market- 
ing in the United States and 31 
other countries - he also speaks 
French and Italian- and even has 
a Swedish wife. He was skipper 
of Italy's DMorod Venezia chal- 
lenge for the America’s Cup in 
1992, hefcnsman and strategist for 
Dennis Conner's defence in 
1995,aiKlbaspartkapatedintwo 
earlier America's Cups. 


British coach is bullish I Pearson moves to Thrum Hall 


Ice hockey 

STEVE PINDER 


With the Superieague largely sus- 
pended at the weekend for to- 
morrow night's Olympic qualifier 
against Switzerland at Sheffield, 
Peter Woods, the British coach, 
was bullish about the aims for his 
squad. To beat Switzerland and 
therefore progress into the final 
qualifying tournament in Feb- 
ruary; to be one of the five 
teams to go forward from this 
tournament to the Winter 
Ofympics in Nagano, Britain’s 
first Olympic appearance for 30 
years and t o play out of the Ro I 
B World Championships into 
POol A at April's tournament 


Britain currently bead the 
five-team league with a one- 
point lead over Switzerland but 
the Swiss have a game in hand. 
If they beat Britain and Den- 
mark, they go through. If 
Britain beat them, all will rest 
on the Switzerland v Denmark 
game which is being played on 
Saturday. 

Newcastle Cobras’ trip to 
Ayr Scottish Eagles was the only 
Superieague game lg$t week- 
end, with Newcastle winning the 
match in the first and third pe- 
riods, the first 3-1 and the third 
4-0 with only two lonegoals, 
from Angelo Catenaro and 
Scoff Young for Ayr in the sec- 
ond, making the 7-3 defeat 
respectable:’ 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


Halifax have signed the 
Featberstane Rovers stand-off, 
Martin Pearson, in a £100,000 
deaL Pearson, an expert gOal- 
kicker who holds Feathexstone’s 


record for points in a season, has 
joined Halifax despite keen in- 
terest from Sheffield Eagles, 
who believed they had secured 
his services in a casb-plus- 
pfcayers deal 

“There was a lot of interest 
from other clubs, so we are de- 
lighted to have signed a player 
who, before he ran into injury 
problems; was just about the 


best stand-off in Britain,” said 
a Halifax spokesman. Chris 
Murgatroyd. 

Pearson, aged 25, has agreed 
a three-year deaf and Halifax 
will play apre-season friendly 
at Post Office Road as part of 
the terms of the transfer. He be- 
comes Halifax’ third major sign- 
ing of the dose season. They 
have also gained the winger, 
Greg Qaike, from Soufr Sydney, 
and the utility back, Daio Pow- 
ell, in an exchange deal with 
"ft&kefidd Trinity. 

They are also bringing back 
the former Parramatta back, 
John Brewer; who spent the lat- 
ter stages erf last season on trial 
at Thnnn Hall, but have given 


up hope of having the New 
Zealand and Western Samoa 
second row Tbny Tatupu in 
their ranks. Warrington, who 
have also overhauled their play- 


ing staff extensively, expect 
Thrupu will with them in the new 


Tkupuwfll with them m the new 
year. 

Another Halifax transfer is 
also likely to be delayed. Plans 
to move in with Halifax Town 
at The Shay wfll not be put into 
effect until further work is done 
on the ground. Until then, Hali- 
fax a re likely to continue to play 
their home games at Thrum 
HalL 

Bramley have parted com- 
pany with their player-coach, 
Ray Ashton. 


Bath yesterday moved quickly 
to quash speculation that their 

coach, Brian Ashton, could be 
about to leave the Recreation 
Ground. Ashion has been the 
dub’s inspiration, but will ap- 
parently play no pan in the 
holders’ build-up lo their Pilk- 
ington Clip fifth-round tie agiinst 
London Irish on Saturday. 

A statement released by Ash- 
ton and senior dub officials, 
read: “Bath Rugby Club and 
Brian Ashion wish to confirm 
that Mr Ashton is on holiday, 
and remains an employee of 
Bath Rugby Club." 

The England flanker Andy 
Robinson has been drafted in to 
help prepare the side for Sat- 
urday’s game as Bath begin 
their defence of a trophy they 
have won three years running. 

Bath players are staying 
silent, but the first they heard of 
Ashton's week off was when they 
reported for training yesterday. 
Out of Europe and beaten 
three times in the league this 
season, Bath have enjoyed un- 
precedented success since 1984, 
winning 10 Twickenham cup fi- 
nals and six First Division titles. 

Ashton was Jack Rowell's 
right-hand man during most of 
that period, and took on the top 
job when Rowell succeeded 
Geoff Cooke as England man- 
ager in April. 1994. It was up- 
graded to a salaried position 
from 1 July, which persuaded 
Ashton that he should relin- 
quish his role as a housemaster 
at King’s School in Breton, 
Somerset. 

Ashton, however, has seemed 
a somewhat peripheral figure 
this season while Bath’s rugby 
director, the former England 
flanker and dub captain John 
Hall, took centre stage. If Ash- 
ton does quit, it will leave Bath 
facing an unsettling period when 
they free crucial league match- 
es against fellow championship 
challengers Sale, Saracens, Har- 
lequins and Northampton. 

■ Blackheath yesterday ap- 
pointed former AD Blade for- 
ward HQea Reid as their 
full-time director of coaching. 


SPORTING DIGEST 



American footbaM 


2? S(Uius34; Cenana 27 Baum 
16; Danas 12 tew En^jndB; Detroit 3 GfeenBqr 
31 Mraota 21 Tamps Bar lfc warns 3 tew 
Odeira 17; POBfau0\ 15 Snn Franciseo 2S. 


Basketball 


DUUWBSEH LEAOUE: NewcMto 79 Dwcy 90; 
London Towns 63 Shaffle*J Slum 82. 

7UP TROPHY SoBttwni pact Bi w Pg a m 108 
Hemd A wartonl 91 


msm 


opponent, Oliver McCall, was arrested 
by Nashville ponce yesterday. The for- 
merWBCchampwn was pfaced in cus- 
tody for allegedly throwing a Christmas 
nee in a hotel lobby and for spitting on 
a police car. He then threw a #ass and 
an ashtray in a hotel bar. McCafl is 
scheduled to fight Lewis early next veac 
John “The Beast” Mugabl made a whv 
nhg comeback jestentoy after a fiw^ear 
absence. The former WBC junior-mid- 
dleweight champion &ve away wer£rt 
and youth but scored a 10-round ma- 
jority points decision cruer Austrafian enris- 
erwagbt champion Met WnseHa. 

Cricket 


Golf 

The European Seniors Tour next season 
will comprise a minimum of 15 tour- 
naments, two more than this yeat 



AbMMnvBibwUNK Bridge vNwAiildUfe 
Infad v Pontypridd (Ties to fie Mat*} 25 Jan). 

Sailing 

Christnphe Augutn claimed 'a world 
record yesterday for ctwerfr® 374 
miles in 24 hours as he ted the Vfendee 
Globe singfe-handed non-stop round the 
worid race. Britain's Pete Goss, who Is 
the most southerly of die 12 yachts stB 
fri the race, was becalmed. That aflowed 
him to drop all the sails and do some 
maintenance work in cold conditions. 






EASTERN CONFERENCE 
XnMiTlC DTV7SXM 
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Snooker 


Now Yam 

Washington — 


PWbriMpNa- 
Maw Jersey ~ 


W L Pet GB 

18 5 .7B3 - 

OS 6 .714 2 

10 U .476 7 

-9 10 .474 7 

_7 15 .318 10^ 

-5 13 -278 lOUj 

_5 16 .238 UW* 


GERMAN OPEN [Osnaiirfck) Final: R 0'JMb- 
wn (Eng) KA Rottdouc (Canj 9-7. 


CENTRAL DIVISION 

Chicago 90 3 M70 

Detroit 17 A BM 2 

Ctawetaod 14 8 .636 5V» 


Football 

A Belgian court ruled yesterday that in- 
ternational GUJes de Slide must stand 


Mtamiko* 12 

Chariotta —12 

Indiana — . -9 

Toronto — — .7 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
MIDWEST DIVISION 


13 8 .619 t 

12 8 -571 7 

12 10 345 7*2 

-9 U .450 9*3 

-7 IS 018 12«» 


trial for assault alter headbutting a mate 
nurse and punching another last year. 
Anderiechtstrter De Bade, vtfw won the 
1994 award tor best Began league play- 
er, attached the nurses when he wbs de- 
nied access to a hospital room where 


Ice Hockoy 

mTHHWnONM-CHWlBWE DH a Udiuii^ GreM 
Bm«n 5 UiMraay at Manttta 3. 
SUPStUAGue Ayr seocosn EB#K 3 tewcas- 
ttt Cobras 7. 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Guftttoo) 1 Swindon 4; 
Med »ny 0 Kraut 2: Sou# 6 Tartord 4; So*- 
NJ Baza 26 PautMroufliPretaa 7 Oomlnas 
3 BLtftoum 1£ PatsJoy 12 Castowatfi 0: Whs- 


Sports awards 

Steve Redgave was yesterday named 
Sports Writes' Sportsman of the IfeBr. 
Redgrave missed out on British sport's 
most prestigious Individual award on 
Sunday when Damon HU was rained 
BBC Sports Ftersonathy of the \fear. 


771 


prog 




ley 2 Fifa 4. Sunday: Fite 8 Duntttesl; Murray- 
taU 2 Btsckbun 7: Malty 1 Puttoy A 
rwnONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE Bortda 6 'Ed- 
monton 3: Date 4 Damn a CJiicagj 2 PBs- 

tutfil: VbnauB- BSlnuteO;Datnat3U*WD 

l: PWBdawua 6 Boaaxi 0. 


Soil Antonio. —4 

Vancouver. ...... 4 

RACF1C DIVISION 

LA Lnfcflf* If 

SntUo 1 6 

Portland A3 

■ACBppar* 9 

Sacranwnto . — g 


!1 2 JB13 - 

8 3 357 2 

S 13 . 381 12 

B Vj 348 13 

5 19 208HGU* 

A 17 .190 18 

A 20 .167 17^, 


his father was being treated fora heart 
attack in August 1995. He also kicked 
the ambulance on its arrival at Ns fa- 
ther's home because he thought it took 
too long to get there. 


I, nt i - l ty.- . m/ i ' i f i i i li . 


AB 7 .720 

_16 9 .640 2 

A3 11 342 . 4*ti 

__9 14 391 8 

J 15 348 » 




Rugby Union 

Cardiff and wales centre Leigh Davies 
could be fined up to £2,000 by the 
Welsh Rugby Union for breaching their 
contract with their kit and boot spon- 
sors Reebok. Davies, on the bench for 
Sunday’s Test against South Africa, ap- 
peared on a recent: television interview 
wearing a rival kit-maker's product. 
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is the. 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


Cotton statu. B 15 333 W 

M*(_ 7 15 .318 

Boxing 

Lennox Lewis's fight for the wxart WBC 
heavyweight tide is in doubt after his 




SKI HOTLINE 


j Aroond the resorts 


Latest snow and weather reporte 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax; 


Area Last 


iw Vpp Fancmt 
ran on 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 


ANDORRA 

Pal 

Gnu Rolg ....... 

AUSTRIA 
HocTwoWon __ 

tae&fl 

KKcMWfg 

CANADA 


..Good on upper akwet lOW 
..Excetent condWons up top 100% 


70. 100 Bn0taun 

110 160 Hync 


..Very (Joed 

..Good rawer of rfrysnw 65% 

..Fairly good 5°* 


10 150 ChangsaKte 

60 120 Cftangpaue 
20 60 Ram 


..Hne#anularonBrni base J30% 
..Soft packed i°°* 


iW rva 
169 169 


Football 

7.30 unless stated 

FA CUP SECOND-HOW® HEPtAVS 

Bunriey WMcaa (7.45) 

Po ttrt mrgugi v EMtaM CT-AS) 

SeuBthorp* vVltaxttaaa QASj 

Wycoobav Bmwt (7.45) - 

FA CARUNG PREMERSMP 

Covantiy » Newcartlw (8.0) 

lAorpool YHotUBjpmFor**(7A5) 

NATIONWIDE roOTBAU. LEAGUE 

HRST DTVISKIN 

Bsadford v tt aadl nii {7*45) .... 

Ciyatal Pataoe v SbefOaU Utd (7.4S) 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
SOUTHERN SECTION HRST ROUND 

Bilgttt om v FaMmai ( 7 A 1) 

SPALMNG CHAllENGE CUP 
QUARTER-FMALS 

MacdacSoM v BrooraOnve (7-45) 

BEIL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER MVtSION 

te n gw* MraamDcIc — — - 

HRST DOTSON 

East Rta v Dundaa 

Rugby League 

HttBWLY MATCH: Dewsbkiy v VOaixuie ^ 

(7.30). 

Rugby Union 

PHJCNSIOM CUP Fourth raunet Lydrwyv New- 
tuny (7.15}. 

HART GUfORE FOUR COUNTIES CHAMP1- 
ONSfUP: Wbrt«*er a Harefcrt v Stiropsrwe 
(7 3im fat Lucunkuat- 


Perhaps you need 
some more facts: 


0897 500 601 


Where to find the 
best enow -by fax. 

Call SKI FAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


FRANCE • _ 

c n atfiww tiw»r Popes good 

I FtSr_.-...F«Kh and powdery 
u ctocaz .Dry end pwdeiy 


105 185 GOkttHO 
90 350 Rne 
70 U5 Ftnaflwnrv 


WALT 

cwvim Fresh ana powdery 

Cortina U*# nmstnmlni 

Courmayour ......Good at ell levels 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


150 200 OWJd&norf 
IX) 80 Ctaatfcun 
60 230 Fine 




Irtsidf Flyer magazine named Membership 
Rewards die Best Affinity Credit Card pro- 
gramme of 1996- “By a staggering majority, 
American Express comes first, wiping out all 
rivals- 4 " Once enrolled yoo can enjoy a great 
range of rewards- including complimentary 
flights through a choice of eight frequent flyer 
programmes. Yon gain points with virtually 
every fvrrhase you make on the Charge, Credit 
or Corporate Card. These points don't expire as 
long as you're a Canimember Phis if you use the 
Card to book with cxir partners, gain their 
programme pcdnls 35 well as valuable Membership 

Rewards Points. Any more questions? 

To find out: how we can hek> you 
do more, call now: 


0800700 767 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990100 843 

■ 50ow»n 


SWrnOEKLAND 

st Moritz ^rwawfliy 

VOrtter— JS«p»«r»» 

UNITED ST A TES 

Bearer Creak »*" 

BreckanriOCs ....P tmler 


ss 240 fine 
00 220 Variable 


69’ 125 
111 147 


SKI 
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The number of Portuguese 
championships that tire 48- 
year-okf Swede, Sven-Goran 
Eriksson, the new Blackburn 
Rovers jnanager, won in two 
spells as tbe coach of Ben- 
fica. Eriksson’s plying career 
was spent with one Swedish 
cJub, Degerftws. 
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Sport for Art’s sake 

A new book offers a fascinating 


L U hioUtiX ic uauxumJMzu* 

Jordan wary 

Nigel Mansell’s FI return may depend 


history of sporting images, page 19 


on a novel pay formula, page 21 


Eriksson will 
join Rovers 
next summer 


Football 

MARK BURTON 


Sven Goran Eriksson has com- 
mitted himself to taking charge 
at Blackburn next summer, 
even if Rovers lose their Pre- 
miership place in May. 

Blackburn's chairman, 
Robert Coar, confirmed yes- 
terday that Eriksson's three-year 
contract was '‘unconditional" 
and that he would be -the next 
Rovers manager come what 
may. The Swede's commitment 
will avoid the possibility of the 
caretaker manager, Tony 
Parises, presiding over the dub’s 
relegation ana then finding 
himself in line for Lhe caretak- 
er manager's job. 

Pdrkes, admitting that he 
faces a “long hard season”, 
added; “We are all relieved the 
managerial situation has been 
resolved, but there is a lot of 
work ahead between now and 
when Lhe new man comes in. 

“1 have said all along that I 
didn’t want the job on a per- 
manent basts, but it now looks 
like 1 could be the longest serv- 
ing caretaker in hisioiy!" 

Eriksson has admitted he is 
“pleased and honoured” at be- 
ing named Blackburn’s man- 
ager. He will not be giving any 
interviews about the job, but he 
wfll be able to work with Parkes, 
as Rovers seek out new players. 

Goar said: “Wfe can now look 
to transfer matters and it is fair 
to assume that any deals will be 
done in consultation with the 
new manager. Players through- 
out the football world will now 
be able to see our long-term ob- 
jectives and know who they 
will be playing for." 

It is Still possible that Eriks- 
son’s Italian dub, Sampdoria, will 
agree to release him from his 
contract before the end of the 
season. However, they would 


haw to find a replacement for the 
48-year-old Swede, who has an 
impressivp p^figyee havin g man - 
aged Gothenburg, Benfica twice. 
Roma and Fiorentina. He is in 
his fifth year at Sampdoria. 

Eriksson, who is widely re- 
garded a tactically astute coach, 
races a dramatic change of 
lifestyle when he leaves the 
Mediterranean behind him and 
heads to the north-west of Eng- 


, Eriksson in ; 
l frame for f 
Blackburn job] 


Portugal and I am certain he wiQ 
have a reallypoative impact at 
Blackburn. The Rovers players 
will enjoy his training methods 
and wul respect his exception- 
al tactical awareness.” 

Vinnie Jones, the Wimbledon 
captain, has been fined a week’s 
wages, estimated at £4,000, for 
a mickey-taking article about his 
team-mates. The Welsh in- 
ternational midfielder, who also 
donated his £2JX)0 fee from the 
newspaper to the players’ pool, 
insists he has learned his lesson. 





Eriksson (above) will move 
to Ewood Park next year; as 
revealed in the Independent 
on 11 November (top) 

land. No details of his contract 
have been revealed, but it is be- 
lieved he will become the high- 
est paid manager in Blackburn's 
history. 

Arsenal's David Platt, who 
played for two seasons under 
Eriksson at Sampdoria, said: 
“He has already proved himself 
to be a coach of the very high- 
est calibre in Sweden, Italy and 


insists he has learned his lesson. 
The Wimbledon chairman, 
Sam Hammam. who received a 
personal apology along with 
their manager, Joe Kxnnear, «nri 
every individual player, believes 
Jones came very dose to de- 
stroying his position as raptawi- 

The consortium headed by 
the local businessman Sandy 
Anderson bidding to take con- 
trol of Nottingham Forest says 
an offer to join forces with the 
rival group led by the Monte 
Carlo-based millionaire Lawrie 
Lewis has been rejected. An- 
dersoa thought finking up with 
Lewis would help “the long- 
term success and well being of 
the dub” but said the offer met 
with a cool response. The Lewis 
consortium, which also con- 
tains the former Tottenham 
chairman Irving Scholar, is the 
favourite to take over. 

The speed with which Avon 
and Somerset Police* submit 
reports on the crowd trouble at 
Ashton Gate will determine 
how long Bristol City and Bris- 
tol Rovers have to wait to see 
what action they face from the 
Football Association. 

■ George Weah, Milan’s Liber- 
ian striker who has just won 
Flfa's fair Play Award, has had 
a one-match ban for head- 


Paraguay’s Julio Cesar Enctsco (left) takes on Roger Suarez; of Bofiyia, during their World Cup qualifier on Sunday 

ZTS Pavhark timA for Hu 


League match, 
games. 
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Jay Notley has been given, 
three months to rescue his 
career after the Football 
Association yesterday deferred 
sentence for his triple drugs 
offence. 

The 18-year-old Charlton 
midfield player admitted ralring 
cannabis, cocaine and Ecstasy 
at a party the weekend before 
a mobile testing unit caught him 
out at the dub's training ground 
on 4 November. 

Last season two more expe- 
rienced players, Roger Stanis- 
laus ana Craig whitington, 
were banned for a year and six 
months respectively for serious 
drugs offences. 

Yesterday, however, the FA 
disciplinary commission took 
Notle/s age into account and 
treated him kindly, deferring 
sentence for three months while 
be undergoes rehabilitation and 
counselling. He will not be 
allowed to play during that 
time. 


Payback time for Huckerb 


Kevin Keegan is hoping Darren 
Huckerby does not make New- 
castle pay for sending him to 
Coventry at Highfield Road 
tonight 

Keegan sold Huckerby to 
the Sky Blues last month in a 
£lm deal. But the Magpies’ 
manager admits Huckerby has 
the potential to make him 
regret letting the 20-year-old 
striker go. “He has got things 
going for him and he could re- 
bound on us like any player you 
sell," Keegan said. 

“But it was my decision to sell 
him and you've just got to have 
the courage to take risks. We’ve 
got to live with that risk when- 
ever we play against teams 
we’ve sold players to.” 

Keegan stresses his decision 
to sell Huckerby was no reflec- 
tion on the player’s potential but 
the result of having an embar- 
rassment of riches where for- 


wards are concerned. “When 
you look ai whai he had in front 
of him it doesn’ t mean to say be 
can’t be a very talented player 
in the future," said Keegan. 

“He had Alan Shearer, Les 
Ferdinand, Uno Asprilla and 
Paul Kitson ahead of him and 
that's a lot of competition. 

“He’d been here a year and 
was definitely coming on but he 
was just a little bit too far away 
from the team and I felt the lad 
should go cm and farther his ca- 
reer somewhere else.” 

Huckerby is hoping Coven- 
try can give Gordon Strachan 
his firs win nearly six weeks af- 
ter taking over from Rm Atkin- 
son but admits he would like to 
see Newcastle lift the title and 
fears for Keegan’s future if the 
Magpies do not win a trophy 
thisseason. 

“Kevin is under a lot of pres- 
sure nowfiom the media aim the 


supporters and he’s got to win 
dungs this season,” Huckerby 
said. “I don't knew what wfll hap- 
pen if that isn’t the sdnatioo con- 
sidering the amount of money 
spent. The chairman has got to 
see some reward for die amount 
of investment he has made.. 

“But I do want Newcastle to 
win the League and the caps if 
we don’t manage it It is a fan- 
tastic dub and.it 4s wefl docu- 
mented hOW much I admire 

Pfcter Beardsley. ’ . 

“It will be aspedal game for 
me but I won’t be thinking 
about my time there come kick- 
off, just getting three points for 
Coventry. I think we just need 
a wm to kick things wto action 
and hopefully it will be against 
Newcastle.” 

Strachan says Huckerby must 
not furn tonjghfs dash into a' 
personal misaon to prove Kee- 
gan wrong. “Darien’s got notb- 
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got topr^^msdf to C 
try' City, duf toadies and 
supporters,” Ife&ikL. , >f 
Ke egan admtethat y , ~" 
tie must make the : < 
matches against the 
Coventry if they are to 
their -tide challenge. 

also knows frame 
ter last Monday’s,, 
at Nottingham Fo 
teams batunigfbr Prera 
survival are tough to bc£fcr 
. “If we play Eke we’re ea] 
ble-of playing, Coven tryis a 
-alistic three-pointer fop of" 
haying said that, teams a 
bottom, like Coventry, ar£ 
pable of turning over the. 
teams. 


iSE-T-ri t ; 

SSgS 


players and 1 think it surf 
a tot of people that they are i 
at the bottom of the divisioii 


Back injury may end 
Irani’s England tour 


Williams’ trial dab 



ACROSS 

I Military assistant with fun- 
nv idea has tu leave quick- 
ly (4-2-4.) 

t> Fruit firm Malibu glistens 
14) 

Country where you could 
find a slave Lord? (i8) 

111 Mcmor> holds, initially, 
cquh-.ilctu of SHI sheets 
14) 

12 Typ: uf cake with one 
wine, cold, for priest 1 12) 

15 A thing to protect one up* 
set Rio with stronger rea- 

1? Bird Hies hack round a hut 
Milage (5) 

IS Place where destructive in- 
seet has tail cut off (5) 

I y Meet up in u Mate of anxi- 
ety in produce a cake (*») 


2fl They could help camera- 
men to be discoverers of 
mountains? (12) 

24 Account about farm land? 
(4) 

25 Unpredictable island has 
conservative debts ( 10) 

26 Bring fellow away to do 
engraving (4) 

27 Tolerant for a letter? ( 10) 

DOWN 

1 A society girl getting up 
would no longer be so t4) 

2 Unhappy about hard run 
<4) 

3 Awfully idle jazz Tan visits 
German town's food shop 
112 ) 

4 Move slowly to give credit 
to boring type (5) 

5 Satellite s to excel? Rub- 



7 Dogs Hamlet etc? (525) 

8 A mute daim articulated is 
not spotted (10) 

ll Note receipts adapted for 
freely established rales 
( 6 . 6 ) 

13 Do material up and it 
could be this (64) 

14 Study money in US. end- 
lessly wealthy, with hut one 
focus ( 10) 

16 One in ten boars could be 
immovable (9) 

2 1 Wheal's not quite a failure 
-oddt5) 

22 Centres of potential to Jer- 
sey etc. 14) 

23 Lies drunk? Rum could be 

the answer! (4) 
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Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Bulawayo 

The foll-oul from England’s one- 
day defeat has started already. 
Wrth the firet Test match against 
Zimbabwe just a day away, Eng- 
land's minim al squad of 14 may 
yet be depleted further as Ron- 
nie Irani yesterday went for a 
scan on an injured back. 

With the Test so dose, a 
quick diagnosis was obviously 
what was needed. Unfortu- 
nately, the only scanner up to. 
the job of investigating what is 
wrong with one of England’s 
finest happens to be in Harare. 
Irani may. in the words of the 
England coach. David Lloyd, be 
a “pivotal figure" in England's 
set-up, but he is obviously not 
too precious, after being sent 
hotfoot to the nation’s capital 
by car. a hot five-hour journey 
that should have at least stirred 
up his symptoms. * 

Irani who played in Sunday's 
debacle in Bulawayo, has suf- 
fered back problems before 
and be experienced a twinge in 
England's recent game against 
Mutabcleland. managing, jus* 22 ■ 
overs in the second innings. 

Quite how a player can be fit 
enough to bowl one day, and 
rushed off on a long trip to hos- 


ic. But then England abroad al- 
ways manage to confound even 
their most grizzled observers. 

Irani, who is a spirited cove, 
may have thought he was doing 
lhe right thing by him - 

self fit If he was a 100 per cent, 
then fine. If not, it was a reck- 
less act that quite probably cost 
England the game. Albeit a 
game they had no right to win. 

It was m his first frill season 
with Esses in 1994 that Irani first 
had problems. A stress fracture 
-a common injury among pace 
bowlers - was diagnosed, a 
problem he overcame with rest 
and a radically remodelled ac- 
tion: a chest-on bowling style 
that relies solely on the arm to 
generate pace and one that 
has looked fairly lightweight on 
the slew batting trades so far ex- 
perienced on this tour. 

Should he have to fly home, 
England are likely to replace 
like for like, and call up anoth- 
er all-rounder - a role David 
Lloyd has stressed is not just a 
disguise for a seventh batsman. 

However, with Mark Eal- 
ham injured, Adam Hollioake 
or C raig White arc the obvious 
candidates, though frustrated 
masochists may plump for the 
much chastised Chris Lewis. 

Hollioake, who has just re- 
turned from captaining a suc- 


cessful England A side in Aus- 
tralia, would probably be 
favourite. like Irani though, his 
bowling can be unpenetrative 
and expensive, ana he would 
leans towards being a seventh 
. batsman should be arrive on the 
next British Airways flight out 
of Gatwick. 

That leaves White and Lewis, 
who offer a stronger bowiing op- 
tion in a team that needs some- 
thing snappy to complement 
Darren Gtmgh. 

Whatevertbe outcome, nei- 
ther Irani nor his replacement 
are Ekely to be available in time 
for Test selection, and with 
Jack Russell so far surplus to re- 1 
quiremeuts, England will es- | 
sentially be picking their Test 
team from just 12 fa men. A po- 
sition that has left them open 
to further embarrassment be- 
fore a Test ball has been bowled, 
should further injury beset them 
at practice today. 

■ The Yorkshire spinner Zac 
Morris helped England Under- 
lies to a 338-run victory against 
Lahore Cricket Association's 
youngsters as he took six wick- 
ets to help dismiss the hosts for 
just 99. England declared on 
their overnight total of 181 for 
9 to leave Lahore needing an im- 
probable 438 for victory. They 
were all out soon after lunch on 
the third and final day. 


Motor racing 


Frank Williams and five other 
people are to go on trial m Feb- 
ruary in Italy charged with 
manslaughter following the 
death of Ayrton Senna. . 

Williams’ Italian lawyer, 
Roberto Cause, said the first 
hearing would be oo 20 Febru- 
ary in Imola, where Senna, the 
three-times world champion, 
was killed when his Willi ams 
Formula One car crashed into 
a wall at the TambureUo curve 
during the San Marino Grand 
Prix on 1 May 1994. 

The Williams team issued a 


statement expressing their=dS£ 
appointment that their chiefs 
ecutive, Rrank WaKams, Patf* 1 
Head, the technical. dixe^K,. 
and Adrian Newey, thexhia^K 
signer, had been charged. - Sly 

“We do not believe that ® 
charges are well founded and m 
tenato do all Chat is necessaf 
to defend our position and anf 
test the charges,” the state- 
ment said. Causo said jpe 
Williams trio denied all charges. 

The Imola race track dtre<* 
tor, Federico BemfineUi, aodj. 
former track official, G^fgib 
Poggi, similar ch^ges, 
which they also deny. .. 
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Wembley awaits verdict 


politics 


Wembley was yesterday prepar- 


ahead to be the £I80m home of 
Britain’s new National Stadium. 

The decision on the location 
for the nation’s showpiece port- 
ing venue is due to be an- 
nounced by the UK Sports 
Council at a news conference in 
London this morning and it is 
certain Wembley has got the nod 
over Manchester to be turned 
into a new-look. Olympic-class 
80,000-seat er stadium. 

That will be possible through 


around £1 00m of National j 
tety handing, with the rest 
ipg met from private sa 
sponsors. The Wfenfoksy^ 
which will see the old sraq 
virtually rebuilt from sera 
with only the famous twint 
era remaining, has reed 
public and euthusiaStk; badj 
from the Football AssodaJ 
the British AthleticFedeaa 
and the Rugjw Football Leaj 
There is likely -tb be * 
consolation for Manchesft 
the form of another Lot 
grant to pay for ajsmalkol 
cfiuxn to host the 2002 ® 
monwealth Games. ff 
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